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How to Love Your Neighbor 
 
 

 
Sermon Series: How to Love Your Neighbor 
To be used with: Who is Your Neighbor? 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Be A Compassionate Neighbor 
Scripture: Matthew 9:35-38 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Who is Your 
Neighbor?” this sermon will explore the compassionate nature of Jesus and challenge the 
congregation to show similar compassion to their neighbors. 
 
Introduction: To be compassionate means to love someone with action.  It is one thing 
to notice someone in need.  It is something entirely different to not only see a need, but to 
also seek to personally meet that need.  In the parable of the Good Samaritan, a traveler 
saw someone in need and actively met that need.  When Jesus saw someone in need, He 
had compassion and met that need.  As followers of Jesus, we should strive to be like 
Him.  This means that we should actively show compassion to our neighbors.  Today’s 
text shows us how to do this and thereby be more like Jesus. 
 

1. A compassionate neighbor is engaged (v. 35) 
If we are going to strive to be engaged, then we need to strive to be aware of what 
is taking place around us.  The Good Samaritan was aware of the distressed 
traveler.  Once he became aware, he responded with compassion in that he 
stopped and met the needs of the traveler.  The passage for today’s sermon shows 
us that Jesus was fully engaged and therefore aware of what was taking place 
around Him. 

 
The first characteristic of Jesus’ engagement was that He was engaged with the 
community.  Jesus did not have to travel around to all the towns and villages.  His 
popularity was of such a nature that He could have stayed in one place with the 
expectation of others coming to Him.  His engagement with the community led to 
Him encountering various needs and thereby being a compassionate neighbor. 

 
Not only was He engaged with the community, He was also engaged with God’s 
word.  As He traveled, He was teaching in synagogues and preaching the good 
news of the kingdom.  Jesus knew that the primary need of others was to hear and 
respond to the gospel message.  If He healed the sick, but never shared the gospel, 
then their problem of sin would not have been addressed. 

 
2. A compassionate neighbor is aware (v. 36) 

Have you ever observed someone answering a text message on their phone and 
run into something?  If yes, we know that it is difficult not to at least chuckle at 
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the event.  We chuckle because we realize that the individual is truly unaware of 
what is taking place around him.   

 
Jesus was not like this.  The Bible tells us that He knew the crowds were 
distressed and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd.  His awareness in turn led 
Him to feel compassion for them and His compassion led to action.  This is not 
the only time in Scripture that we find Jesus feeling compassion.  Each time He 
felt this, He would respond by meeting the felt needs of those around Him and 
sharing the gospel message. 

 
How aware are we of those around us?  If we are engaged in our community, are 
we also aware of those around us who are distressed?  We would all agree that 
many around us are dejected for various reasons.  Let it be our goal today to ask 
Jesus to help us see our neighbors through His eyes and not just our own.  As we 
see others through His eyes, then we are more apt to share His compassion to 
those who are in need. 

 
3. A compassionate neighbor is active (v. 37-38) 

Upon noticing the distress among those He was serving, Jesus actively shared His 
concern with His disciples.  This is another sign of being a compassionate 
neighbor.  He did not share this concern as a means of gossip, but rather to inform 
His disciples of the need and empower them to serve.   

 
Furthermore, He was active in calling His disciples to prayer.  He acknowledged 
that the needs were many and the workers were few.  His solution was to pray to 
the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into the harvest field.  This was not a 
sign of passivity, but rather a call to commitment.   

 
Conclusion:  To be compassionate means to share love and concern with those around 
us.  We see in Scripture that Jesus was compassionate.  We know this to be true because 
He was aware of the needs of others, engaged those around Him and actively sought to 
empower others to serve.  Can the same be said of us?  If we know Jesus as our Lord and 
Savior, then we are to strive to be more like Him.  If we know Jesus, then let it be our 
prayer today that He would give us His heart of compassion for our neighbor so that we 
can represent Him well. 
 
If you do not know Jesus, then can you hear today that He is compassionate and is fully 
aware of the distress that you are feeling?  His solution for you is to understand the good 
news of the kingdom and invite you into a relationship with Himself.  Will today be the 
day in which you call upon His name and ask Him to save you? 
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