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Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Christ’s Return: 
Living with the End in Mind,” this sermon explores how believers can maintain our hope 
in the midst of trying circumstances. Realizing that Christ’s return is near should give us 
confidence as we live out His will for our lives. 

Introduction: One of the ways to know that the holidays are approaching is by visiting 
local stores. When the holidays are still a bit off, we begin seeing decorations and gifts 
on the shelves. Even though the celebrations are in the future, the fact that they are on 
the way is clear.  

Jesus’s return is inevitable like the holiday season but is much more important. We can 
have hope even in suffering as we rely on Him to keep His promise. He said He will 
return, and He always keeps His word. Knowing this, we can trust and obey Him. All 
that will occur is part of God’s plan leading to Christ’s return. 

1. Christ’s Return Is Signaled (vv. 32-33) 

Jesus begins by using a fig tree as an analogy. He had earlier cursed a fig tree 
for bearing no fruit (Matt. 21:19), and now uses the idea of a fig tree to make His 
point about the signs of the times. Jesus explains that just as a fig tree’s 
sprouting leaves indicate summer is near, the events He has been describing 
point to His return.  

 Jesus wants us to be prepared for His return. When we see the signs, we know 
 that He is on His way. While some of what Jesus says is fulfilled in the 
 destruction of the temple in A.D. 70, the ultimate fulfillment lies in His future 
 return.   

2. Christ’s Return Is Sure (vv. 34-35) 

 Jesus says that this generation will not pass away until all that He has talked 
 about has taken place. He emphasizes the point by declaring that heaven and 
 earth would pass away, but His words would never pass away. 

 We can be certain that Christ will return. Some see the generation Jesus refers 
 to as being the one alive when the temple is destroyed, while others see the 
 ultimate fulfillment as being at Jesus’s return at the end of the age. In both 
 instances, Jesus’s followers must rely on His word for stability and security. 
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 Whether the temple is destroyed, or heaven and earth cease to be, Christ’s 
 words to us remain forever. We can build our hopes on them. 

3. Christ’s Return Will Be Sudden (vv. 36-41) 

 While there will be signs of His coming, Jesus explains that no one but God 
 the Father knows the exact day and hour. Jesus further explains that the time 
 of His return will be like Noah’s day when people went about their daily lives. 
 Suddenly, the flood came and swept the people away. In a similar way, Jesus 
 describes two men and two women doing their chores, with one of each taken 
 and one left.  

 Some debate which party is saved between the people taken and left. However, 
 the main focus is on the sudden nature of the shift. Everything is normal one 
 moment and upended the next. We are not to spend time trying to pin down 
 the date of when this will occur, nor should we become so engrossed in our 
 daily lives that we fail to anticipate Christ’s return. 

Conclusion: Our uncertainty about the timing of Christ’s return does not negate the fact 
that it will occur. We as believers should not be anxious or fearful of that day, rather we 
should look forward to it. Christ’s return is our blessed hope (Titus 2:13). In eager 
anticipation of that day, we have much work to do. As such, being heavenly minded can 
and should make us of earthly good. 
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