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Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Christ’s Return: 
Living with the End in Mind,” this sermon explores how believers can avoid being 
caught off guard as we look forward to Christ’s return. Many things compete for our 
attention, but we must not lose focus as we anticipate the day He appears. 

Introduction: Being woke has gotten a bad rap lately. We only have to turn on the 
television or check social media to find someone decrying individuals or institutions that 
the particular person deems to have become too woke. Unfortunately, these criticisms 
often lack the context of what the idea of being woke originally addressed: ensuring that 
one is aware of what is going on in society, particularly as it relates to issues of justice. 

In a sense, Jesus instructs His disciples to stay woke as they encounter the 
circumstances leading up to His return. While any number of ideas or individuals may 
vie for our attention, we must keep our focus on the truth as it has been revealed in 
God’s Word. 

1. Don’t Be Deceived (vv. 23-25) 

 Jesus warns His disciples not to believe those who say that Jesus is in one 
 place or another. In the midst of the distress Jesus’s followers will face, they 
 will also have to contend with false messiahs and false prophets doing  
 seemingly great works. These deceivers would even fool the elect, if possible, 
 but the disciples are not to be deceived. They have been warned in advance. 

Discernment remains vital for believers today as well. We must be careful  whose 
words we take to heart and must always compare what people say to what God 
has told us. This calls for paying close attention to avoid being deceived by 
people who only appear to be doing what is right.  

2. Don’t Be Distracted (vv. 26-29) 

Jesus instructs His followers not to get caught up in going around looking for Him 
based on what others have said. His return will be obvious and visible, just like 
the lightning in the sky or vultures surrounding a carcass. Jesus uses apocalyptic 
imagery of the celestial bodies being darkened to further illustrate how 
momentous His return will be. 
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Jesus’s return will be glorious and unable to be missed. When He returns, we  
will know. In the meantime, we must continue doing what He has called us to  
do. He has given us the Great Commission to make disciples of all nations  
(Matt. 28:19-20). With express instructions from Jesus Himself, we cannot  
afford to be distracted by those who would keep us off task. 

3. Don’t Be Discouraged (vv. 30-31)  

Having discussed the portents in the heavens, Jesus describes the point at 
which He will return. The people on the earth will mourn as they see Christ for 
who He truly is. In describing coming on the clouds, Jesus alludes to imagery 
found in Daniel’s prophecy (Dan. 7:13). He says that He will send the angels to 
gather the elect from all places they can be found. 

While many of the conditions that Jesus describes in the passage are troubling, 
and perhaps even scary, His return will be good news for believers. Unlike those 
who will be caught unaware and unprepared, we will rejoice at His coming. 
Having this hope should encourage us in the midst of the trials we face. 

Conclusion: We as believers have the return of Christ to look forward to and much 
work to accomplish as we wait. In our time of waiting, we must be aware of those things 
and people that would seek to get us off track. The power of the Holy Spirit inside of us 
will guide us in dealing with the circumstances we face. 
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