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Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Christ’s Return: 
Living with the End in Mind,” this sermon explores how Christians can remain on alert in 
the midst of dangers present because of evil in the world. We must also be alert to the 
ways in which God can even use evil to accomplish His purposes. 

Introduction: Many of us have been alerted, and perhaps even awakened, by 
messages informing us of some emergency in our vicinity. Storms, accidents, and 
abductions have all been the subjects of various types of alerts. These alerts serve to 
warn us of dangerous situations that have already occurred or are likely to occur soon.  

As Christ continues His Olivet Discourse with His disciples, He advises them of an 
emergency situation that they, along with other believers, will face. The time of the 
emergency is not one for being overwhelmed and stuck in inaction. Emergencies often 
require quick thinking and quick acting, which are made easier when one is prepared in 
advance. When we know danger is imminent, we have a duty to stay alert. 

1. Recognize the Threats (vv. 15-16) 

 Jesus begins His alert by warning of a period of emergency for His followers. 
 His warning recalls the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet 
 Daniel (Dan. 9:27). Scholars describe the abomination as occurring when 
 Antiochus Epiphanes installed a pagan altar in the temple during a conflict 
 with the Jewish people. Now Jesus warns His followers that a similar time of 
 trouble is coming at which point His followers must flee Judea. The Roman 
 destruction of the temple causes desolation for the buildings and the people. 
 Some see a future fulfillment of Jesus’s words still yet to come as well. 

 Whether we have previously experienced disaster ourselves or can recall the 
 stories of others, we should recognize when it is time to act. Living in relative 
 comfort can make us complacent regarding threats, but this is unwise. We 
 must prayerfully consider how God wants us to deal with the threats we face, 
 and we must take them seriously. 

2. Realize There Will Be Trouble (vv. 17-20) 

 The period that Jesus describes will serve as the end of the world as His 
 followers know it, even though it will not be the end of all things. The period 
 will be of such severity, He says, that there will not be time for delayed action.  
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He also describes individuals for whom the problem will be even worse—
pregnant and nursing women. Additionally, He recognizes that winter and the 
Sabbath (a day when Jewish people’s travel would be restricted) could also 
make fleeing more difficult. 

 Hearing that trouble will come, whether because of disease, disaster, or 
 something else, is seldom easy. Being warned is preferable to remaining 
 ignorant, however, because it allows for preparation. In addition, as believers 
 we are expected to demonstrate concern and protection for those who would 
 suffer even greater harm in times of trouble. 

3. Remember This Is Temporary (vv. 21-22) 

Jesus makes it clear that the events He is describing will be like nothing seen 
before. The Jewish people who would experience the destruction of Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70 certainly would view that time as earth-shattering. Some also believe that 
the devastation inflicted by Rome prefigures a worldwide period of suffering yet 
to come. The good news is that Jesus indicates that the period of calamity will 
have an end. 

 In a world of seemingly endless tragedy—plagues, famines, and devastating 
 natural disasters—it can be easy to despair. Christians need not do so, however, 
 as we know that all problems, no matter how great, are temporary. Trouble 
 will not last always. We also have the assurance that God is using everything, 
 including trouble, for our good (Rom. 8:28). 

Conclusion: No one wants to be caught unaware in a time of emergency. Just as 
broadcasters send out alerts informing us of what to do in emergencies, so too does 
Christ give His disciples instructions for their period of calamity. He is with us in our 
distress as well and gives us the Holy Spirit to help us remain alert in times of trouble. 
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