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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Living Life 
Connected to Christ,” this sermon emphasizes that Christians will mourn, but their 
mourning will be turned into joy. They will face the unthinkable, but God will turn their 
lemons into lemonade.  

Introduction: I have been lied on, talked about, mistreated, and misunderstood. I lost 
people close to me, and it feels like the world is against me. I feel like throwing in the 
towel and giving up! Maybe these words or some similar have come from your lips. 
Perhaps you have felt as if you are on the losing side. Jesus prepared His disciples for 
the obstacles the world would throw their way. He had already told them that one of 
them would betray Him, another would deny Him, and very soon they would lose their 
leader. Yet, Christ wanted them to know that joy and peace are on their way. So now is 
not the time to fall apart or lose your mind. Now is the time to hear, know, and let the 
truth set them and you free.  

1. Know joy will come after sorrow (vv. 19-22)  
 
This passage highlights the fact that Christ is all-knowing. He knew that the 
disciples had questions concerning His statement that in a little while, they would 
not see Him and again a little bit, and they would see Him. So, the Lord assured 
them that they would mourn and lament because Romans would kill the Lord 
Jesus. At the same time, the world would rejoice over the death of Jesus. The 
religious leaders thought it necessary for Jesus to die for the nation (18:14).  
 
Then Jesus assured them that their mourning would be turned to joy. The 
psalmist said, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy will come in the morning” 
(Ps. 30:5). When the women would proclaim the news of Jesus’s resurrection, 
their sorrow would become rejoicing. They would be able to sing a new song 
because those who sow in tears will reap in joy.  
 

2. Know Christ knows all things (vv. 27-30) 
 
The Lord Jesus told His disciples that God the Father loved them. Why? The 
Father loves those who love the Son and believe that Jesus came from God. He 
knew they needed to hear Him speak plainly. He knew they needed direction, so 
He provided it.  
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In response, they testified of Christ’s omniscience. By reading their minds and 
answering the questions in their hearts, their faith increased. Now they believed 
that Jesus came from God. 
 
As Christians, we can stand on the truth that Jesus knows. He knows the number 
of hairs on our heads (Matt. 10:30) and our thoughts (12:25). Christ knows our 
names (John 10:3). Because He knows, we know He knows what we need.  
 

3. Know Victory Over the World is Certain (vv. 31-33) 
 
Jesus reiterated that His disciples were about to have some dark and dim days. 
He would be falsely accused, unjustly arrested, beaten, and killed on a Roman 
cross. When Jesus’s enemies would come for Him, the disciples would cower 
instead of responding with courage. They would be poltroons instead of 
champions.  
 
Despite the disciples leaving their Lord, Christ assured them that He would be 
okay because His Father was with Him. He spoke those words so that they 
would have peace during this storm. They would have trials and tribulations. Yet, 
they could be happy and excited because their victory was found in Him. Christ 
has overcome the system of this world and the foes in this world.  
  

Conclusion: Overcoming is not based on your feelings but on the Word of God. You 
can weather the storm because our Lord said we are more than regular conquerors. We 
can rest assured because the Lord Jesus Christ has already won the victory. So, don’t 
be a coward! Don’t be a weakling! Hold your head up because our God said it, and that 
settles it.  
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