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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Living Life 
Connected to Christ,” this sermon encourages the congregation to be ready for the 
hatred, rigor, and rationale of non-believers. Christians must remember Paul’s words 
that those who desire to live godly in Christ will suffer persecution (2 Tim. 3:12).  

Introduction: In His discourse on the vine and the branches, Jesus magnified the 
connection of saints to their Savior. Then He applied that connection to how the world 
would treat His disciples. Christ’s words are significant in an age where believers are 
surprised by persecution, hardships, and difficulties.  

1. Don’t Be Surprised by Their Rancor (vv. 18-20a)  
 
The followers of Christ should not be surprised by the rancor and hatred of 
others. Christ stated that the world hated Him before they hated them. Those in 
good standing with the world should be aware of Jesus’s words. He said, “If you 
were of the world, the world would love its own.” Christians are not to be friends 
with the world because anyone who wants to be friends with the world is an 
enemy of God (Jas. 4:4).  
 
Yet, as Jesus stated, “Because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of it, the world hates you.” Here are two reasons for the hatred. First, saints 
are in the world but not of the world. Believers don’t think, speak, feel, desire, 
and live like those in the world. We have a new Lord and Master. Second, Christ 
has chosen us out of the world. We have been called out of the darkness of this 
world into God’s marvelous light.  
 

2. Don’t Be Surprised by Their Response (vv. 20b-25) 
 
Jesus reminded the disciples that they were not greater than Him. The world 
persecuted Him, so they would receive persecution. They hated Jesus, so they 
would be despised. If they heard Christ, they would listen to them. The disciples 
would face the same response Jesus faced. He preached a message of 
righteousness and repentance, and many did not want to hear it. The same 
would be true of the twelve. They must not be surprised by the responses of the 
masses because they are receiving the same reactions that Jesus received.  
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3. Don’t Be Surprised by Their Rationale (vv. 1-4) 
 

Jesus previously told His disciples that they would be delivered up to councils 
who would scourge them in their synagogues (Matt. 10:17). He also said that 
they would be delivered up to be afflicted (Matt. 24:9). Here in this passage, the 
Lord told them that they would be thrown out of the synagogues.  
 
Jesus was familiar with their actions because they sought to throw Him off a cliff 
after reading a passage from Isaiah in the synagogue (Luke 4:28-29). This led to 
His next prediction, the disciples would be killed. As we all know, they killed 
Jesus, and the disciples were not greater than their master.  
 
The disciples should not be surprised by the action of their foes. They should not 
be surprised by their rationale. In John 16:2, Jesus said others would think they 
were persecuting them thinking their actions are a service to God. Paul is indeed 
a great example of this type of mentality. He sought to destroy the church, but he 
met Christ on the Damascus Road. Thinking he was working for God, Paul found 
out that he was a blasphemer and a persecutor (1 Tim. 1:13).  
 

Conclusion: Get your head out of the sand! Look and live on the truth of God’s Word. 
The world is not going to love Christians. Stop trying to seek their approval! When the 
hatred comes, don’t let your faith plummet or let your faith fall. Expect it. They 
persecuted Jesus, and you are no greater than Him.  
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