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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Living Life 
Connected to Christ,” this sermon calls saints to avoid being harsh or pitiless but to be a 
saint that loves other saints.  

Introduction: Two lovers are inseparable. When you see one of them, the other one is 
not far away. They are attached at the hip. It appears that they are not able to do 
anything without the other. They are basking in their love for each other.  

In like manner, while in the upper room after the Passover meal, Jesus taught His 
disciples the importance of connecting to Him with a vine and branches illustration. He 
let them know that without Him, they could do nothing. He called them to remain in Him 
and allow His words to stay in them. What are His words? Love one another as He 
loved them. He wanted them to live life wrapped up, tied up, and tangled up in His love. 

 

1. Abide in Christ’s Love (vv. 9-10)  
 
At Jesus’s baptism, God the Father spoke from heaven, saying, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased” (Matt. 3:17). The Father 
communicated the same message on the mount with Peter, James, and John. 
The Father testified of His love for His Son, and Jesus confirmed and abided in 
the Father’s love. Every teaching, message of compassion, and acts of healing 
and deliverance were in accordance with the will of God. Jesus’s obedience 
expressed that He was abiding in His Father’s love.  
 
After sharing His relationship with His Father, Jesus testified that in like manner, 
He had loved His followers. Then He called for the disciples to remain in His love 
by keeping His commandments. What are His commandments? In chapter 13, 
He told them to humbly serve one another and love one another as He loved 
them. In chapter 14, He called them to believe in Him as the way, the truth, and 
the life. Christ is the only way to the Father.  
 
By believing in Christ, humbly serving one another, and loving one another as He 
loved us, saints will abide in His love.  
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2. The Amplitude of Christ’s Love (vv. 11-14) 
 
Christ provided the benefits of abiding in His love. He gave the disciples the 
previous instructions so His joy would remain in them, and their joy may be 
packed to the top. Joy comes from carrying out our Lord’s commands.  
 
Jesus provided a statement concerning the amplitude of affection. He stated that 
no one has a greater love than a friend laying down his life for his friends. Paul 
added, “For rarely will someone die for a just person—though for a good person 
perhaps someone might even dare to die” (Rom. 5:7). Because no one is 
righteous and deserving, Christ is the friend that lays down His life for His friends. 
The Lord’s friends are those who do whatever He commands.  
 

3. Advance Christ’s Love (vv. 15-17) 
 

Because of the information shared with the disciples, the Lord changes their 
status from servants to friends. He explained that servants do not know the acts 
and activities of their master. Yet, they are friends because He has revealed to 
them all He heard from the Father.  
 
Jesus moved to the heart of the issue. In Mark 3:13-14, He called those He 
wanted, and they came. He appointed twelve to be with Him and to send them 
out to preach. They did not choose Him, but He chose and appointed them. You 
might be asking for what purpose? The disciples were to produce fruit that 
remained. Disciples of Christ are called to love their fellow brothers and sisters in 
the body continually. This should be a staple in the church  

 
Conclusion: Saints are not called to be harsh or cruel. Saints should not be pitiless but 
charitable to each other. Our lives ought to be characterized by love. Love caused God 
the Father to send His Son to this earth. Love caused the Son to give His life for you 
and me, and love should move us to love each other regardless of ethnicity, gender, 
status, or standing.  
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