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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Living Life 
Connected to Christ,” this sermon encourages believers to be loyal. It calls every 
believer to be a genuine Christ follower and not a fake follower of Christ.  

Introduction: A chameleon is a type of lizard with the unusual ability to change the 
color of its skin to blend into its surroundings. People are chameleons when their beliefs 
or behavior change to please others. The Bible warns against such people. They don’t 
confess the Lord Jesus to be God in human flesh and the only way to God the Father. 
In our text today, we have a person who looked the part, talked the part, but possessed 
a different agenda other than God’s will.  

1. Christ Exposed the Faker (vv. 21-27)  
 
Christ could do what no other man could do! In Matthew 12:25, He knew the 
thoughts of scribes and Pharisees and the views of His disciples. We, however, 
can only go by what we hear and see. Because some people can be wolves in 
sheep clothing, Jesus and the other New Testament writers warned Christians to 
beware.  
 
At the Passover supper, Jesus, being troubled in His spirit, just came out and 
said, “One of you will betray Me!” His words put a chill in the upper room because 
one of Christ’s disciples, who heard His sermons and the teachings, would 
betray Him. One of His disciples who had experienced the power of God to heal 
and deliver was going to turn his back on the Master. The disciples began to ask 
whether one of them was the culprit.  
 
Peter asked John to ask the Teacher to expose the faker. Jesus told them, “It is 
he to whom I shall give a piece of bread when I have dipped it.” Jesus gave the 
bread to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, and then He said to him, “What you 
are doing, do quickly.” 
 

2. Christ Elevated the Father (vv. 31-33) 
 
The leaving of Judas set in motion one of the final pieces of God’s plan. The Son 
of Man, a term that Jesus liked to call Himself and that references Daniel’s 
prophecy in the Old Testament, is glorified. Now, He would complete the will of 
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God, the innocent taking the place of the corrupt, the righteous taking the 
position of the wicked.  
 
Christ lived His life in the will of His Father. Anytime Christians operate in the will 
of God, the result will be that their lives will glorify the Father. While Judas was 
betraying Jesus, Jesus told His disciples His time with them was short. They 
would seek Him and not find Him. All of this was a part of God’s plan. Christ 
would glorify the Father, and the Father would glorify the Son.  
 

3. Christ Enlightened His Followers (vv. 34-35) 
 

After telling His disciples that He would be betrayed by one of them and turning 
His attention to glorifying the Father, Christ turned His attention to His followers. 
He first gave them a new commandment. He told His faithful followers that the 
pretender Judas had left to betray Him and to love one another as He loved 
them. In the immediate context, Christ loved them enough to lower Himself by 
washing their feet. He loved them enough to allow Himself to be mistreated and 
done wrong.  
 
Furthermore, He told them that by their love for the brothers and sisters in the 
body of Christ, men, whether in the church or out of the church, will know that 
they are faithful followers of Him. Their authenticity will be seen if they love each 
other. Giving, feeding, clothing, and helping those outside the church is not how 
men and women will know whether someone is a disciple of Christ. It is their love 
for fellow saints.  
  

Conclusion: A lot of individuals say that they are followers of Christ. Some are real, 
and some are just acting. When churches are splitting, Christian marriages are falling 
apart, and saints are at each other’s throats, it is evidence that some are pretending. 
Jesus knows who is real and who is not. We will know them by the fruit they produce. 
Are you cultivating Christlike love for your brothers and sisters in the body of Christ?  
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