
 

 

SPRING 2022 
     Living Life Connected to Christ 
 To be used with: A Life of Persecution  

Sermon Title Possibilities: The Persecuted Life 
 Scripture: Matthew 5:10-12 

 
Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “A Life of Persecution,” this 
sermon will expound upon the teachings of Jesus concerning those who experience persecution 
in this life. 
 
Introduction: Shortly before Jesus was crucified; He told HIs disciples to expect persecution.  As 
we learned in our small group study this morning, Jesus told them that they would be hated in a 
similar way that He was hated.  Jesus provided a similar warning at the start of His ministry.   He 
told His followers in the Sermon on the Mount that we should expect persecution.  We are 
looking at this teaching today. 
 
I. The characteristics of the persecuted	

A. They are blessed: If we are being honest, we would have to confess that we do not 
enjoy persecution.  To be persecuted means to have another seek to hurt you either 
physically, emotionally, or mentally.  We will learn that this can be done in person or 
even behind your back.  Either way, it is not fun.	

 
Yet, Jesus said that those who are persecuted are blessed.  To understand what Jesus is 

 saying, we need to understand the word “blessed”.  The Beatitudes (Matt. 5:1-12) all 
 begin with the word blessed, thus showing emphasis.  The word means joy beyond our 
 circumstances.  If we focus on our circumstances, we might end up discouraged.  Being 
 persecuted is discouraging.  If, however, we look beyond our circumstances, we are 
 blessed because we see the joy found in a relationship with Jesus.  Persecution can lead 
 us to focus on Christ out of our need for Him in the moment.  If we did not have the 
 persecution, we might not experience the blessing of drawing closer to Jesus during the 
 struggle. 
 

B. They strive after righteousness: A second characteristic of one experiencing 
persecution is that the individual is striving after righteousness.  To be righteous means 
to be in a right relationship with another.  Jesus said that the blessed life is had when 
someone hungers and thirsts for righteousness (Matt. 5:6).  Those who are blessed 
during persecution are those who are being persecuted for their relationship with Jesus.  	

 
C. They receive the kingdom:  A final characteristic of those being persecuted is that the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to them.  This world is not the permanent home for those 
who know and follow Jesus.  A day is coming when Jesus will call His followers home or 
come back to get us.  While persecution is not an entry ticket through the pearly gates, 
one's endurance in the middle of persecution is evidence of a commitment to Jesus.  
We are blessed to know that persecution is short-lived considering our eternal home.	



 

 

II. The characteristics of persecution	
A. It is to your face: Have you ever had someone go toe-to-toe with you in a public 

setting?  It is not a lot of fun.  You may have even replayed the entire encounter over 
and over in your head weeks or months later.  	

 
Jesus told His followers that we can expect this type of persecution.  He said that we are 

 blessed when others insult us.  He did not say “if” others insult us, but rather “when”.  
 "Insult” means a face-to-face encounter.  While this is difficult to hear and comprehend, 
 we need to be grateful for the fact that Jesus is providing us fair and advanced warning. 
 

B. It is behind your back: The only thing more difficult than face-to-face persecution is the 
type of persecution that takes place behind your back.  It can happen on social media, in 
the office break room, in the school cafeteria or a host of other locations.  What is so 
difficult about it is that it spreads like wildfire, you do not know where it came from, 
and it is next to impossible to stop.	

 
Jesus told His followers that we can expect behind the back persecution as well.  He said 

 that the blessed life is had when people falsely say every kind of evil against you  
 because of me.  The language here insinuates things being said behind someone's back.  
 Once again, Jesus is gracious in that He is providing us warning. 
 
III. The commands to the persecuted: REJOICE	
Only one command is found in the beatitudes, and it is found here; rejoice and be glad.  This 
command is written in the present tense which indicates that we should not delay in seeking to 
live it out.  Jesus does not want us to rejoice in the persecution but to rejoice in the fact that we 
have an amazing reward waiting for us in glory.  Being persecuted is not fun; Jesus never said 
that it would be.  But He did say that it would be worth it. 
 
Conclusion: We have learned a great deal about persecution this morning.  Can we take a 
moment to think about the persecution Jesus went through.  He was wrongly accused, put on a 
mock trial, beat, and crucified for us.  Can we look at all He did for us and simply tell Him thank 
you?  If you know Him as your Savior, can you thank Him for the persecution He endured?  If 
you do not know Him yet, would you be open to seeing that He is allowing your struggle to 
occur so that you can better understand the struggle He went through for your sake? 
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