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To be used with: A Life of Love  
Sermon Title Possibilities: A Call to Love 
Scripture: Mark 12:28-34 

 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “A Life of Love,” this 
sermon will look at the command that Jesus provided to love God with our entire being and to 
love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
Introduction: The word love can have several meanings.  A teenager can say, “I love pizza.”  The 
word here means to desire something.  A set of siblings can say, “I love spending time with 
you.”  This communicates a shared brotherly love.  A parent can look at a child and say, “I love 
you enough to die for you.”  This is an expression of sacrificial love which is the highest form of 
love.  This is the love that Jesus showed on the cross and this is the love that we are to express 
to Him and our neighbors.  Following Jesus means to remain in His sacrificial love and to love 
Him and others sacrificially. 
 
I. A call to love God (v. 30) 

Understanding the context of a passage being studied is important to understanding the 
text.  The religious elite had been trying to corner Jesus in His words.  One group had   
failed and now a leader from another group approached Jesus in the hopes of trapping 
Him.  We are studying the conversation between Jesus and the religious leader. 

 
A. Love God with all our heart:  One of the keys to effective Bible study is to look for 

words that are repeated as this can show emphasis.  With this in mind, we quickly see 
the word “all” standing out.  Jesus is calling us to love God with all that we are.  Before 
we say that this is unreasonable, we can find a modern-day example of this rather 
quickly.  If a wedding is being had and either the bride or groom indicated that they 
were going to love the other with 99% of their heart, an issue would be at hand. 

 
What exactly was Jesus saying we He said that we are to love God with all our heart?  

 The heart represents the center of who we are.  When we hear a powerful and 
 impactful song, we do not say that it touched my little toe.  We say that it touched our 
 heart.  It touched a place deep within and made a difference.  Jesus called His followers 
 to love God from the deepest part of ourselves and to do so completely. 

 
B. Love God with all our soul:  The word soul is also rich with meaning.  A word study in 

the Greek reveals that soul is a word that has emotional meaning.  This shows us that it 
is okay to feel our love for Jesus; it is okay to be emotional about our love for Jesus.  Our 
love for Christ is not merely emotional, as our feelings can change.  We are, however, 
commanded to love Him with all our soul. 

 



Some might struggle with this part of the command.  The line of reasoning here is that 
 the person does not believe themselves to be overly emotional.  Does that person feel 
 the same way when their favorite college team wins the game?  Does that person feel 
 the same way when the movie ends with everyone riding off into the sunset?  God 
 made us to be emotional and He wants us to celebrate our relationship with Him. 
 

C. Love God with all our mind:  The mind encompasses our thoughts.  Have we ever 
stopped to think about how much time we spend thinking about things and what 
exactly we are thinking about?  We think about what is for dinner shortly after we eat 
lunch.  We recall a conversation from earlier in the week and wonder what the person 
truly meant.  We think about things that we could have done better to make the 
starting lineup for the next game. 

 
How much time do we spend thinking about the things of God?  Paul told the church at 

 Rome to not be conformed to the age but be transformed by the renewing of our minds 
 (12:2).  God wants to transform our minds so that we can love Him more.  He is inviting 
 us to love Him with all that we are by spending focused time with Him and in His word. 
 

D. Love God with all our strength:  A study of the word strength shows it to be an action.  
It is great news to know that we cannot earn our way to glory.  If getting to glory was up 
to us, then we would all be in a great deal of trouble.  It is also equally great news to 
know that God wants to use us for His glory.  Jesus said, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven 
(Matt. 5:16).  Loving God with all our strength is serving in such a way that God gets all 
the glory because we know that He is the only One who truly deserves it. 

 
II. A call to love others (v. 31) 

A. Love others inside the church:  As a result of loving God with all that we are, Jesus also 
called us to love our neighbors as ourselves.  The question now becomes, who are our 
neighbors?  One answer to who our neighbors are can be those inside the church 
family.   

 
What does it look like to love our own church family the way Jesus loves each of us?  

 This is our calling.  We are supposed to love one another.  This is one of the things that 
 makes us different from the world.  The world is interested in making more money or 
 climbing a social ladder.  The church is a family.  We are called to love one another in 
 the tough times and trust Christ for the outcomes. 

 
B. Love others outside the church:  If all we do is love one another, then we are not 

fulfilling God’s command to make disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:18-20).  Fulfilling the 
Great Commission happens when we seek to love those outside of the church.  When 
we look at Jesus’ ministry here on earth, He spent time with those outside of the church 
walls.  He offered love to them and shared the gospel message with them.  Not 



everyone He shared His message with chose to follow.  But this did not stop Him, and it 
should not stop us either. 

 
Conclusion:  We all desire to receive love.  When we receive it as intended, we want to share 
love with others because we know it is powerful.  Jesus offers His love to us through His 
sacrifice on the cross.  Have you received His love yet?  If not, today is the day to say yes to 
Him.  If you have received His love, are you loving Him with all that you are and sharing His love 
with those you encounter?  If not, today is the day to fall in love with Him afresh and ask Him 
for the strength needed to love your neighbor as yourself. 
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