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Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “A Life of Trust,” this 
sermon will explore the commands that Paul gave Timothy in encouraging Timothy to trust 
Jesus with the ministry he had been given. 
 
Introduction: Everyone who knows Jesus as Lord and Savior is called to ministry.  Some are 
called to serve the church on a full-time basis.  Some are called to be salt and light at a local 
school or in a corporate board room.  Some are called to the full-time ministry of raising 
children.  Timothy, who came from a broken home and lacked confidence, was called to full 
time ministry as well.  Even with his troubled background, Paul wanted Timothy to know that 
he could trust Jesus in his ministry.  The commands Paul provided to Timothy apply to us today. 
 
1. We can trust Jesus with our ministry by knowing His word (v. 11) 

To better understand the truth in the text, we need to understand the relationship 
between Paul and Timothy.  Paul called Timothy his “true son in the faith” (1 Tim. 1:2).       
This is evidence that Paul had led Timothy to Jesus and was now mentoring him by 
providing this letter.  Furthermore, Paul was building upon Timothy’s foundation of   
faith that was laid by Timothy’s grandmother and mother (2 Tim. 1:5). 

 
With this as background, the first command in this text was for Timothy to command 
and teach the things that Paul had taught him as found in Scripture.  The driving 
purpose of Paul’s first letter to Timothy was to pass his knowledge of Scripture along to 
Timothy. This passing of knowledge was more than a mental assent to greater 
knowledge.  Paul told  Timothy to command and teach the things that he had learned. If     
we are to have an effective ministry for Jesus, then we too are to take the truths we       
have learned about Jesus and command and teach these things.  Jesus, who is the way,     
the truth, and the life (John 14:6) is trustworthy and the truths found in His word are      
also trustworthy. 

 
2. We can trust Jesus with our ministry by being an example (v. 12) 

It is much easier to learn how to do something if we have an example to follow.  We can  
  learn how to hit a softball or fix something on the car if we have an instructional video  
  showing us best practices.  Paul knew that Timothy had the ability to be an example for  
  others to see and follow.  Therefore, he told Timothy to set an example for other  
  believers in his everyday conduct. 
 

Learning to trust Jesus with our ministry calls us to be an example.  We may never feel  
 adequate for this, but God still wants to use us.  It can be argued that Timothy did not 



feel adequate either, hence the reason for Paul telling him to not let anyone look down on 
him because of his youthfulness.  Let’s not let others look down on us for our age, for our 
experience or lack thereof, for our resources or lack thereof, or whatever other          
excuses we might offer.  Instead, let’s trust Jesus to use our less than perfect efforts to 
represent Him as we strive to live out our ministry within the context He has placed us. 

 
3. We can trust Jesus with our ministry by using our gifts (v. 14-15) 

When we come into a relationship with Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God takes up residence 
   within us.  God’s Spirit then empowers us with spiritual gifts that are meant to be used  
  for God’s glory (Rom. 12:3-8).  Paul specifically command Timothy to not neglect the gift 
  that was given to him. 
 

To fully understand what Paul is teaching Timothy, we need to understand the word 
neglect. To neglect something means to willfully set aside something and thereby 
disregard it. Paul did not want Timothy to set aside his God given gifts.  Instead, he 
wanted Timothy to practice the things that he had learned.  Paul told Timothy what not          
to do in verse 14 and then what to do in verse 15.  As we learn to trust Jesus with our          
ministries, we are not to set aside our gifts.  Instead, we are to practice or use our gifts           
as God intended within the context of where He has placed us. 

 
4. We can trust Jesus with our ministry by persevering (v. 16) 

Have you ever taken on a project or task that you thought was impossible?  It could 
have been a marathon or something at work that everyone else avoided.  When you 
said yes to it, you were amazed at yourself for agreeing to it.  You may have asked 
yourself, “What in the world did I just sign up for?”  As you began to take on the  project 
or task, you felt your confidence begin to grow.  No, the task did not get any     
easier, but you began to think that you could do it.  Then, when you crossed the finish   
line or turned in the project, you were amazed.  You may have even pondered when the      
next one would begin because you were ready to sign up again. 

 
Paul’s command to Timothy in this section was to persevere.  To persevere means to  

  remain steadfast, to not give up until the task is completed.  Did Timothy ever feel like  
  he could not complete the task?  We do not know.  But we do know that Paul told him  
  not to give up.  Have you or I ever wanted to give up in the ministry God has placed us?   
  If we are being honest, we would say yes.  Instead of giving up, let’s persevere in what  
  God as called us to as we strive to trust Jesus with the ministries He has given us. 
 
Conclusion: As we learned in Bible study this morning, we can trust Jesus with our lives because 
He is the way, the truth, and the life.  Once we trust Him with our lives in salvation, the next 
step is to trust Him with the ministries He has given us.  Have you trusted Jesus with your life 
yet?  If not, then let today be the day you respond to His call and confess Him to be your Lord 
and Savior.  If you have trusted Him with your life, then how can you better trust His call to 
ministry He has placed upon your life? 
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