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Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “A Life of Loyalty,” this 
sermon will expound upon the life of Abraham and how he modeled loyalty to God’s 
commands even when it was difficult. 
 
Introduction: What does loyalty look like?  It can be seen in a husband and wife who have 
weathered the storms of life together for more than 50 years and have consistently fulfilled 
their vows.  It can be seen in the student athlete who spends additional hours in the weight 
room getting ready for the next game.  Loyalty is something that we admire and strive to 
achieve.  The author of Hebrews provided an example of loyalty in Abraham.  He was loyal to 
God’s call, he remained steadfast, and he had his eyes fixed on the future. 
 
1. Abraham was loyal to obey God’s calling (v. 8)	

How many of us heard, “Son, dinner is ready!”  Our reply was, “Just five more minutes, 
 mom.”  When five minutes turned into 15 minutes, we finally made it to the table to 
 hear our dad say, “Delayed obedience is disobedience.”  Our dad said this with  
 that certain look on his face that told us not to make the same mistake again. 
  

The author of Hebrews said that when Abraham received his call, he set out for his new 
 home.  God called Abraham to a new land.  He did not provide a great deal of detail.  In 
 fact, He did not provide any details.  But, this did not stop Abraham.  He went home, 
 told his wife, and then responded in obedience.  This is a mark of loyalty. 
 

Loyalty is not found in words only; it is found in words and actions.  We learned in Bible 
 study this morning, the disciples thought that Judas was loyal.  His actions did not 
 support this and Jesus knew it.  Abraham was loyal in that his actions reflected  
 obedience to God’s calling.  What action is God calling us to today and are we 
 responding in loyal obedience in the same way that Abraham did? 
 
2. Abraham was loyal to remain steadfast (v. 9)	

Abraham’s loyalty was also found in his willingness to remain when things were  
 difficult.  The Bible says that he was living in tents.  When Abraham and Sarah left for 
 this journey, they were leaving an established home for an unknown land.  Let’s say they 
 had a lovely home, in a safe neighborhood, surrounded by friends and family.  Abraham 
 came home and told Sarah to pack their bags as they were leaving.  As the journey 
 ensued, they found themselves staying in tents in a foreign land.  This, however, did not 
 deter them as  the Bible says that they stayed. 
 



 

 

We should be able to identify with Abraham at this point.  We may not be living in a 
 tent, but we are living as foreigners.  Peter told the persecuted church to remain  
 steadfast in their calling even though they were foreigners in their own land (1 Peter 
 2:11).  This earth is not our permanent home, heaven is.  But, we like Abraham, have 
 received a calling to reside within this land and seek to fulfill God’s Great   
 Commandment and Great Commission.  Let us all strive to remain loyal and steadfast to 
 His calling upon our lives and to trust Him for the results. 
 
3. Abraham was loyal to the promise (v. 10)	

A promise is only as good as the one offering it.  Abraham knew that the Lord was 
 offering him a promise and the Bible says that Abraham was loyal in looking forward to 
 the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  The phrase “looking 
 forward” in the original language means to wait with great expectation for something.  
 Abraham knew that the land in which he was residing was not his permanent home and 
 he was not going to settle for anything else except God’s promise. 
 

God has promised many things in His word.  He promises to never abandon us (Heb. 
 13:5).  He promises that nothing will separate us from His love (Rom. 8:39).  He  
 promises to always be with us (Matt. 28:20).  Abraham was loyal to look in great  
 anticipation for the fulfillment of God’s promises.  Let us be found as faithful and loyal 
 as Abraham was in looking for our permanent home and trusting Him to be faithful to 
 His promises. 
 
Conclusion: If we were to visit with a couple that has been married for 50+ years, they would 
tell us that being loyal to one another is worth it.  If we were to visit the student athlete who 
put in the extra hours at practice and succeeded in the game, she would tell us that loyalty to 
the process is worth it.  If we were able to visit with Abraham, who is in glory, he too would tell 
us that being faithful to God’s call is worth it.   
 
What is God calling you to today?  Is He calling you to a relationship with Himself through 
Jesus?  Do not delay in responding with loyal obedience because it is worth it.  Is He calling you 
to remain steadfast, even though it is difficult?  If yes, then keep looking forward to His 
promises and discover that it is worth it. 
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