
 

 

 SPRING 2022 
Living Life Connected to Christ 

 To be used with: A Life of Humble Service 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Follow The Leader 

Scripture: Matthew 20:24-28 
 

 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “A Life of Humble Service,” 
this sermon will look at the model of leadership that Jesus taught His disciples as compared to 
the model of leadership that the world seeks to embrace. 
 
Introduction: Follow the leader was a game that many of us enjoyed as children.  The goal was 
to listen intently to the leader and seek to follow his every move.  The key to winning was found 
in both listening and observing.  Jesus is our leader and we would be wise to both listen and 
observe His style of leadership.  We learned in Bible study this morning His example of serving 
others by washing the feet of His disciples.  This morning’s sermon shows us His example of 
leadership verses that of this world.  
 
I. The ways of the world (v. 25)	

It is important to set the context for this study.  Jesus had just shared with His disciples 
 His impending death for all.  The disciples, however, did not understand what He was 
 saying.  Evidence of this is found in the fact that the mother and James and John  
 approached Christ and asked that her sons be allowed to sit at His right and left in glory.  
 The other ten disciples heard her request and became indignant towards them.  Jesus 
 used this as a time to teach on servant leadership. 
 

A. The world leads via power 	
Jesus told His disciples that the Gentiles lord their positions of leadership over those 

 whom they lead.  It is vital that we understand a few words in order to understand what 
 Jesus is saying.  When He spoke of Gentiles He spoke of those outside of the Jewish 
 faith.  A modern day example of this would be those who do not know and follow 
 Jesus.   
 

Jesus then goes on to say that those outside of the faith lord their position of authority 
 over those they lead.  The word lord means to exercise dominion over another.  A 
 further examination of this word in the original language shows it to be a verb, which is 
 an action.  It is also written in the present tense which indicates an action that is done 
 habitually.  Those who lead via power consistently exercise dominion over others and 
 seek to do so via their position.  
 

B. The world leads via position	
If the boss in the corner office must remind everyone that he is the boss in the corner 

 office, then he is most likely not the leader.  Yes, he has the corner office.  But, it has 



 

 

 little to no influence over others.  He is leading via intimidation and not via influence.  
 Jesus’ words in the second half of this verse proves this point. 
 

Jesus said that the Gentiles “in high positions act as tyrants over” those they lead.  The 
 phrase high position is pointing to those who have the title, but do not have the respect 
 of those they lead.  The word tyrant indicates the style of leadership.  This word is also a 
 verb written in the present tense; once again indicating a habit.  The word itself means 
 to exhibit a consistent hostility towards another.  If someone is a follower of Jesus, then 
 that person would not want to, nor should he, follow this model of leadership.  Jesus 
 now presents the model of leadership that His followers should embrace. 
 
II. The ways of Christ	

A. Christ leads through service (v. 26)	
No one espies to be mediocre.  We all want to be the best.  We want to be the best 

 teacher, mom, employee, student, band member, etc.  Jesus knows this about us and 
 told us how to achieve this outcome.  He said that greatness is had in being a servant.   
 

Jesus did not offer any wiggle room on this.  He said that those who desire to be great 
 must be a servant.  We all have the tendency to strive to negotiate for what we perceive 
 to be more desirable outcomes.  We all negotiated our bedtime when we were young.  
 Reality was, however, that our parents knew best as to when we should go to bed.  
 Likewise, Jesus knows best in how to lead others and He said that we must serve others 
 in order to be great. 
 

B. Christ leads through being last (v. 27)	
Watching a preschool class line up for recess is fun.  Everyone is clamoring to be the line 

 leader.  The preschool teacher knows to point out the one who is behaving well in hopes 
 that everyone else will model that behavior.  The one on her best behavior is appointed 
 line leader and she is beyond excited because she is first.  Truth be told, we all want to 
 be first because we tell ourselves that those who are great are always first. 
 

Jesus, however, proposed a different approach.  He said greatness is found in being last.  
 The word Jesus used here reflects the importance of always placing others ahead of 
 self.  Jesus embodied this in going to the cross.  He placed the Father’s will ahead of all 
 else.  When we place others ahead of self, we are modeling Jesus’ example of humble 
 service.  
 
 

C. Christ leads through giving (v. 28)	
A good leader will always strive to embody what he is asking his followers to do.  If he 

 wants those he is leading to pick up trash on the ground, then this leader will pick up 
 trash as opposed to walking past it.  Jesus was a great leader in that He perfectly  
 modeled everything that He called us to be about. 
 



 

 

One of the greatest things that Jesus modeled was that He gave in service.  Jesus’ 
 service to this world led to Him give His life as a ransom for many.  The word ransom 
 implies that someone needs to be purchased back.  Sin has led to our imprisonment 
 which is punishable by death.  Jesus, however, did not want to leave us in this hopeless 
 estate.  He served us in such a way as to give His life for our ransom.  
 
Conclusion:  We started today’s message by thinking about the childhood game of follow the 
leader.  We have a leader in Jesus who has asked us to follow Him.  Yes, this means beginning a 
relationship with Him when we accept Him as Lord and Savior.  It also means following Him on a 
daily basis as we take up our cross (Luke 9:23).  How does He want you to respond to His words 
this morning?  No matter what it might be, know that it is always best to follow His lead. 
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