
 

 
 

 

 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Christ’s Return: 
Living with the End in Mind, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Grow in Christ as you wait for His return.   

Introduction:  When I was a teenager in the early 1980’s, there was quite a bit of interest 
in biblical prophecy.  Tensions were strong between Russia and the United States.  Both 
countries were building up their nuclear arsenals, and people worried that someone would 
soon “press the button” and start a nuclear war.  In those days, Christians and non-
Christians both were wondering if the end was near.  I read different perspectives on 
Bible prophecy, but many of the writers raised more questions than they answered.  Each 
writer seemed to have a different opinion on what would happen when Christ returned.  
Years later, when I was in seminary and studying theology on a daily basis, the news of 
the day made things even more complicated.  Germany was reunited, the Soviet Union 
was dissolved, and Communism declined all over Eastern Europe.  How did all of this fit 
in with the end times?  Many of us seminary students were forced to re-think our views.   
 
Are we in fact living in the last days?  Will Jesus return in the next ten years?  What 
preparations should we be making for His return?  With regard to the first two questions, 
I think we would do well to remember the words of Jesus: “It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in His own power.”  I don’t claim to know 
when Jesus is coming again, and I would be a fool to try and predict it.  Jesus said no 
one knows the date or the hour of His return, and each time they think they know, they 
only prove that they don’t know.  The Bible does not tell us when Jesus will return.  It only 
tells us that He will.  The third question, however, is a fair one and a biblical one.  What 
preparations should we make for the return of Christ?   
 

I. The right mentality. 
 
A. Peter noted that “the end of all things is at hand”. 

1. Did Peter expect Jesus to return in his own day? 
a. He had a sense of expectancy about Jesus’ return, and so should we. 
b. He agreed with Paul’s assertion that Christ would come “like a thief in 

the night” (1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10);  
2. In his Second Epistle, however, Peter cited two reasons why Christ’s return 

might be delayed (2 Peter 3:8-9).  
a. God doesn’t measure time as we do. 
b. He is giving people opportunities to repent and trust in Jesus. 
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B. What should we do until Jesus returns? 
1. “Be sober” – The word in the original Greek language is sophroneo, which 

means to keep one’s head, be reasonable or sensible. 
• At the time Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians, many people in the church 

had quit their jobs and were waiting for the return of Christ.  That’s 
why Paul issued his famous warning, “If any would not work, neither 
should he eat” (2 Thess. 3:10).  Peter was likely thinking along these 
lines when he told us to “be sober”.  We don’t know when Jesus is 
coming again, so we should continue to provide for our families.   

2. “Watch unto prayer”. 
a. We should pray that people will repent of their sins and come to Christ. 
b. We should continue praying for our nation. 

• Some people say our nation is already under God’s judgment, so 
there’s no point in praying for it.  That would have been strange talk 
to the apostles.  On the contrary, if America is under God’s judgment, 
that’s all the more reason we should pray for our nation. 

3. We should love each other. 
a. Peter quoted Proverbs 10:12 – “Love covereth all sins.” 
b. This does not mean we should overlook serious sin in the church, but it 

does mean we should tolerate each other’s faults and shortcomings. 
c. Love also means forgiving others when they have wronged you. 

4. Peter also urged them to show hospitality “without grudging”. 
a. In those days, churches usually met in homes, so they depended on 

their brothers’ and sisters’ hospitality. 
b. Christians are still commanded to show compassion toward people in 

need (1 John 3:17), though we must balance generosity with wisdom 
(for instance, we are not doing people any favors when we fund their 
drug or alcohol habits, or when we subsidize their laziness).   

 
II. The right mission. 
 

A. Until Jesus returns, you should use your spiritual gifts to serve Him. 
1. If you are a follower of Jesus, then the Holy Spirit has given you a spiritual 

gift of some kind. 
a. I personally believe some people have more than one spiritual gift, but 

every follower of Jesus has at least one. 
b. You are a steward of the gift God has entrusted to you.  That means He 

will call you to account for how you have used it (or failed to use it). 
2. The church, like a body, is made up of many different parts. 

a. When it comes to spiritual gifts, we tend to focus on people who are out 
in front, such as preachers, teachers, and singers. 

b. Those who work behind the scenes do not get much notice, but they are 
equally important to the work of the church. 

B. You should take care in how you use your spiritual gift. 
1. A word to those who “speak”. 

a. This includes preachers, teachers, and anyone else who uses their 
voice in service for the church. 

b. They are to speak “as the oracles of God”.  The word “oracle” was often 
used by Old Testament in reference to special messages from God. 
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• We are not prophets in the same sense as Old Testament prophets, 
but we do have their oracles written down for us in the Bible.  When 
you preach or teach Scripture, you should act as though you are 
teaching the very words of God because you are doing exactly that!   

2. A word to those who “minister”. 
a. The word translated “minister” is diakonos, from which we get the word 

“deacon”.  Peter was not addressing this command only to deacons, but 
it certainly applies to them. 

b. Paul mentioned people who have a special gift for serving others.  All of 
us are commanded to recognize needs and meet them, but some people 
have a special gift in this area. 

 
Conclusion:  When I was a pastor in Missouri, we had a lady in our church Anna Belle 
McGraw.  She was a widow, and she’d been a member of the church for many years.  
Mrs. Anna Belle, as we called her, was our church clerk, so she kept the minutes during 
our business meetings.  She also did a lot of things behind the scenes.  She kept the 
Sunday School records and placed the order for literature each quarter.  She kept the 
records for Vacation Bible School and also helped serve refreshments.  She was a 
talented seamstress, so when the children or youth put on a program, she often 
volunteered to make costumes for them.  One year she had surgery, and she was out of 
church for several weeks.  I have to tell you, I missed her when she was gone!  We didn’t 
realize just how much work she did until we had to do without her.  Her work didn’t always 
get much notice, but it was just as important as anyone else’s. 
 
Not long before I left Missouri, Mrs. Anna Belle moved away to Cape Girardeau to live 
near her daughter.  We expressed our appreciation to her before she left, but she 
shrugged it off.  She said, “Everything I’ve done in this church, I’ve done for the Lord.”  
She went home to heaven a few years ago, and I saw her obituary on the internet.  After 
she moved to Cape Girardeau, she became involved in a church there, using her gifts for 
the glory of God.  Friends, may the same be said for all of us.  Let us keep serving our 
Lord through His church, using the gifts He has given us, until our Lord takes us home! 
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