
 

 
 

 
   

 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Christ’s Return: 
Living with the End in Mind, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Serve Christ faithfully as you wait for His return.   

Introduction:  In the past year, my family had to make some important decisions about 
my mother.  She’s a widow, and her health has gotten bad enough where she is no longer 
able to live by herself.  We tried home health care for a while, but that didn’t work out.  
After weighing several options, we finally moved her into a skilled care facility in Alabama.  
My sister lives near there so she can keep tabs on her.  As a result of this decision, we 
also had to sell Mom’s house and get rid of her possessions.  We don’t really have any 
valuable heirlooms, so we gave most of her things to charity, but my siblings and I did 
claim certain things that have sentimental value.  I’m thankful to say there were no major 
disputes over who was to get what.  I’ve been a pastor a long time, and I’ve seen families 
torn apart because certain people didn’t get what they wanted. 
 
In the twelfth chapter of Luke, the Lord Jesus Christ was asked to settle a dispute over a 
family inheritance.  Interestingly, He refused to get involved.  Not only did He refuse to 
give an opinion, but He also used the occasion to teach a lesson about the dangers of 
covetousness.  As W.A. Criswell used to say, money is a good servant but a terrible 
master.  There’s nothing wrong with having money or possessions, but it is wrong to make 
these things the center of your whole existence.   One day you’re going to leave this 
world, and no matter how much money you make in this life, you’re not going to take one 
cent of it with you.  Instead of devoting your whole life to the pursuit of wealth, why not 
invest your time and money in things that matter to God? 
 

I. A shady situation. 
A. A man asked Jesus to settle a family dispute. 

1. He demanded that Jesus make his brother divide his inheritance with them. 
a. In those days, it was common for rabbis to settle legal disputes. 
b. Since Jesus was known to be a teacher of great wisdom, He seemed 

like the perfect one to resolve this issue.   
2. His motives were highly suspect. 

a. He didn’t explain the circumstances behind the disagreement, nor did 
he make any appeals to legal or moral principle.   

b. Like many people in family quarrels, he simply wanted his way. 
B. Why did Jesus refuse to get involved in the matter? 

1. Some say He did not have the legal authority to settle the issue, but the 
context suggests otherwise. 
a. He was a respected teacher, so He could have made a ruling on the 

matter had He so chosen. 
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b. More likely, Jesus refused to get involved because He knew this dispute 
wouldn’t matter in the long run, and He had more important things to do.  

 2.  Jesus went on to give a warning about covetousness (or greed). 
a. He warned them that there is more to life than wealth and possessions. 
b. No matter how wealth you compile in this world, it never satisfies. 

• The story goes that someone asked John D. Rockefeller how much 
money was enough.  He allegedly replied, “One more penny.”  That 
story is apocryphal, but the point is true enough.  No matter how 
much money you have, it never seems to be sufficient.   

 
II. A shrewd illustration. 

 
A. Jesus told of a rich whose ground “brought forth plentifully”. 

1. Because his crop was so huge, it wouldn’t fit into his barns.   
a. He decided to pull down his barns and build larger ones. 
b. Once the barns were built, he planned to take it easy. 

2. Why was this action so objectionable? 
a. Many have criticized him for not giving the extra to the poor, or for his 

wastefulness in tearing down the old barns. 
b. The Bible does command us to help people who are less fortunate, but 

that was not the point of this parable. 
B. The problem was not his wealth or even his selfishness, but his presumption. 

1. He made several false assumptions. 
a. He assumed he was going to live a long time (James 4:13-15). 
b. He assumed he had produced this crop on his own. 
• My first pastorate was in a farming community.  Even with all their 

modern technology, farmers still depend heavily on God.  If the 
weather doesn’t cooperate, they don’t make a good crop.   

2. He did not even mention God.   
a. Everything we have comes from God, and He can take it away from us 

whenever He chooses. 
b. Even our time on earth comes from Him, and He will call us to account 

for how we have used it (2 Corinthians 5:10). 
 

III. A severe condemnation. 
 

A. God called him a fool. 
1. It was a harsh thing for God to say, but it was fitting. 

a. He thought he had his whole life in front of him, but God was going to 
take away his life that very night. 

b. Once he was gone, who was going to enjoy his prosperity?   
2. There’s nothing wrong with enjoying the fruits of your labor, but you must 

keep it in the right perspective 
a. No matter how much wealth you accumulate in this life, you won’t take 

any of it with you when you die. 
b. If you spend your whole life in the pursuit of earthly wealth, you won’t 

have a thing to show in eternity. 
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• Adrian Rogers used to talk about “people who spend money 
they don’t have on things they don’t need to impress people they don’t 
like.”  What good will those possessions do them when they’re dead? 

B. What was Jesus’ point in telling this story? 
1. He was warning against “laying up treasure” for yourself. 

a. He was not saying you shouldn’t plan for the future.  On the contrary, 
that’s good stewardship. 

b. He was saying the pursuit of wealth should not be your primary goal, 
because you won’t take any of it with you to heaven. 

2. What does it mean to be “rich toward God”? 
a. It means you should devote your time and energy toward things that are 

important to God (Matthew 7:19-21). 
b. When we stand before God, many people will hang their heads in shame 

(1 Corinthians 3:13-15). 
• One of a pastor’s biggest frustrations is when people tell him they 
don’t have time.  They don’t have time to get involved in ministry, to 
work in the church, or even to come to church.  We all have twenty-
four hours in a day, and God will call us to account for how we’ve used 
them.  Many times, the problem is misplaced priorities.   

 
Conclusion:  I once read a story – probably fictional – about a man who did not trust 
banks.  He kept all of his money in his house.  He had always heard that he couldn’t take 
it with him, but he didn’t believe it.  In fact, he made his wife promise to bury all of his 
money with him when he died.  His wife made the promise, and she kept it.  When her 
husband died, she gathered all the money he had in the house and deposited it in a 
nearby bank.  At her husband’s funeral, she wrote a check for the entire amount and put 
it in the casket with him! 
 
That story probably isn’t literally true, but it does make an important point: no matter how 
much you make in this life, you will never take it with you.  Jesus is coming again 
someday, and He will call us to account for how we have used the time and resources 
He has entrusted to us.  Until He comes, make your time on earth count, and invest your 
time and resources in things that will make an eternal difference. 
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