
 

 
 

   

 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Christ’s Return: 
Living with the End in Mind, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Jesus is certain to return even though we don’t know exactly when.   

Introduction:  In his autobiography, Just As I Am, Billy Graham told of a conversation he 
had with President John Kennedy.  The Kennedy family owned a house in Florida, and a 
few days before his inauguration President-elect Kennedy invited Graham to come there 
to play a round of golf.  After the game, they rode back to the house together.  Kennedy 
was driving and Graham was in the passenger seat beside him.  Graham said when they 
got back to the house Kennedy parked the car, and then turned to him and asked, “Do 
you believe Jesus Christ is coming back to earth again?”  Graham was a little taken aback 
by the question, but he replied, “Yes, sir, I do.”  They sat in the car for several minutes, 
and Dr. Graham told him what the Bible says about the return of Jesus.   
 
These days, people who believe the Bible are often accused of being “on the wrong side 
of history”.  Such talk is nothing but propaganda.  No one can know the future other than 
God, and He is also the final arbiter of right and wrong.  His Word makes it clear where 
history is headed.  The climax of world history will be the return of Christ.  When all is 
said and done, only those who have trusted in Jesus will be on the right side of history.   
 

I. The contempt for His return. 
A. Peter began with some words of encouragement. 

1. He noted this was his “second epistle” to them. 
a. Some have argued that Second Peter was originally two letters that 

was combined into one, but this theory lacks textual support. 
b. Most scholars believe his earlier letter was either First Peter or one 

that has since been lost.    
2. He wanted to remember what they had learned from two important 

sources: 
a. The Old Testament prophets. 
b. The apostles.   

B. He warned about people who mock the promise of Christ’s return.   
1. “Scoffers” – The word does not denote good-natured kidding, but blatant 

and malicious mockery. 
a. “Last days” – Peter probably used this term in the prophetic sense 

(that is, we have been living in the last days ever since Jesus 
returned to heaven). 

b. “Fathers” – Some believe it refers to the first generation of Christians, 
but the context suggests he was speaking of the Old Testament 
patriarchs.   
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2. Why do people ridicule the Second Coming of Jesus? 
a. They live “according to their own lusts”, so they don’t want to believe 

in a future judgment (Jeremiah 17:15). 
b. They don’t acknowledge the sovereignty of God. 

• One of the prominent liberal preachers of the early 20th 
century was Harry Emerson Fosdick.  He called himself a 
Baptist, but he said the Second Coming of Jesus was an 
“outmoded hope”.  I can understand why atheists and other 
skeptics don’t believe in the return of Jesus (they don’t believe 
He came the first time), but I cannot understand how anyone 
who claims to be one of His followers can deny His return.  To 
deny the Second Coming of Jesus is to call Jesus a liar.   

 
II. The confidence of His return. 

A. Peter reminded his readers that God controls the forces of nature. 
1. The world came into existence at God’s command. 

a. He set the laws of nature in motion, and He can suspend them 
whenever He chooses to do so. 

b. At God’s command, the world was destroyed by a great flood.   
2. The Bible notes other instances where God interrupted the natural order. 

a. The birth of Isaac (Genesis 18:11). 
b. The parting of the Red Sea. 
c. Setting fire to a wet sacrifice (1 Kings 18:38). 
d. The resurrection of Jesus.   

B. If God has judged the world in the past, He can certainly do it again. 
1. The world is only being preserved by the grace of God. 

a. We have been commanded to take care of God’s creation, but we 
should be careful about saying human beings can control the climate. 

b. Not even our best efforts can prevent God from judging the earth.   
2. As with the great flood, it will be a judgment on the ungodly.   

a. Scholars debate whether the “fire” in this verse is literal or symbolic.  
Either way, it will be a terrible punishment. 

b. Like Noah and his family, those who have trusted in Jesus will be 
delivered from the wrath of God.   

 
III. The constraint of His return.   

A. Peter reminded his readers that God is not bound by time. 
1. He paraphrased Psalm 90:4, which was a prayer of Moses. 

a. Peter was not giving some kind of “secret code” to calculate the date 
of Christ’s return (Mark 13:32). 

b. Neither was he denying that Christ could return in his own lifetime.  
2. His point was, God does not operate by our timetable.   

a. Two thousand years is a long time to us, but it’s nothing to God. 
b. We cannot honestly say whether Christ will return soon or in another 

thousand years, but we do know he will return.   
• A.T. Robertson was one of the great New Testament scholars of 

the twentieth century, and I love what he said about this verse: 
“God’s clock does not run by our timepieces.”  
  



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

B. He assured them the Lord would keep His promise to return.  
1. One reason for the delay of His return is God’s mercy. 

a. He does not wish to see anyone perish, so He is giving people plenty 
of time to repent. 

b. One day His mercy will run out.   
2. What should we do in the meantime?  

a. We should not try to figure out when Jesus will return, but we should 
have a sense of expectancy about His return. 

b. We should use our time on earth wisely. 
c. We should tell others about Jesus. 

 
Conclusion:  When I was young, I was bewildered by all this talk about “the bride of 
Christ” and “the marriage supper of the Lamb”.  It’s hard for a man to think of himself as 
someone’s bride!  To appreciate the analogy, you have to understand wedding customs 
in those days.  The marriage was usually arranged by the parents.  They would have a 
ceremony in which the young couple was betrothed, and that period would last for about 
a year.  They were considered legally married, but they weren’t yet living together.  In the 
meantime, the bridegroom would make the necessary arrangements.  He would prepare 
a new home for himself and his bride.  Finally, on a day appointed by his father, the groom 
would go to his bride’s house and take her home. They would have another big 
celebration, and the couple would be officially married. 
 
 Friends, you and I are the bride of Christ.  When you trusted in Him as your Lord and 
Savior, you were betrothed to Him in a sense.  You pledged to follow Him and no one 
else.  He’s gone back to heaven, and He’s preparing a place for us.  One day He will 
return to claim His bride.  He will take us home to heaven, and we will have the ultimate 
celebration!  In biblical days, the bride didn’t know the exact day of her wedding.  In the 
same way, we don’t know when our Bridegroom will come.  It may be soon, or it may be 
a long time from now.  I don’t know when He’s coming, but I do know He’s coming, and 
we need to be ready for Him.  Have you made ready by trusting in Jesus as your Lord 
and Savior?  At the end, only His followers will be on the right side of history.   
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