
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Christ’s Return: 
Living with the End in Mind, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  When Christ returns, everyone will know it. 

Introduction:  In recent years, we’ve seen a lot of mass shootings in our country.  Each 
incident invariably sparks calls for new legislation on firearms.  Unfortunately, violence is 
not a uniquely American problem.  If you do a Google search on violence in almost any 
part of the world, and you’re likely to find some article expressing concern that it’s on the 
upswing.  In some parts of the world, such as the Middle East, violence has become a 
part of daily life.  Almost every day we hear another story on the news about someone 
being put to death or subjected to some other sort of brutality in that part of the world.  
Why is our world so violent and brutal, and what can we do about it? 
 
I don’t claim to know all the answers to those questions, but I do know this: our only true 
hope for world peace and stability is in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Many people wonder what 
the Second Coming of Jesus has to do with life here and now.   It has plenty to do with it.  
It reminds us that there are better days ahead.  Our world is getting increasingly wicked 
and vicious, but one day the Prince of Peace will put a stop to it.  When Jesus came the 
first time, most people didn’t recognize who He was.  One day He’s coming again, and 
when He does, the whole world will know who He is.   
 

I. The valiant conqueror. 
 
A. John saw Jesus descending from heaven on a white horse. 

1. The rider of the horse is not specifically identified as Jesus, but there’s no 
question that’s who He was. 
a. John called Him “the Word of God” (John 1:1-14). 
b. He also called Him the “King of Kings, and Lord of Lords” (Rev. 17:14).     

2. The white horse is a stark contrast with His triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  
a. When a king rode a donkey, it meant he was coming in peace.   
b. When he rode a horse, he was going to war, and a white horse 

symbolized conquest and victory. 
c. This will not be a war of revenge, but of justice and righteousness, and 

there will be no question regarding the outcome.   
3. He wore “many crowns”. 

a. In a previous chapter, John spoke of a dragon that wore seven crowns 
(12:3), but Jesus wore more crowns than he could count.  
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b. Satan and his demons have tremendous power, but they will never be 
any match for the King of Kings.  

4. “He had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself”. 
a. When the Bible speaks of someone’s “name”, particularly the name of 

God, it often refers to that person’s character and attributes. 
b. Most likely, John was saying that some things about Jesus are too big 

for our small minds to understand.   
B. John described Jesus’ mission with graphic imagery. 

1. A vesture dipped in blood. 
a. John used the image of a winepress (v. 15), which he likely borrowed 

from Isaiah.  Thus, the blood stains on Jesus’ garment are not His own 
blood, but the blood of His enemies.   

b. Jesus shed His own blood when He came the first time, but the next 
time, He will shed the blood of all who stand in His way.   

2. The “armies which were in heaven”. 
a. The Bible does not say whether they were angels, or saints who were 

already in heaven. 
b. They were on white horses, too, which symbolized victory.  This army 

has no intention of surrender! 
c. Jesus clearly needs no reinforcements, so this army is coming along 

with Him simply for the company.   
3. His weapons. 

a. A sword out of His mouth – His primary weapon will be His words. 
b. A rod of iron – This imagery comes from Psalm 2:9, which is a prophecy 

of the Messiah. 
c. “He treadeth out the winepress” – That is, Jesus will crush those who 

oppose Him as if they were grapes in a winepress.   
4. “King of Kings, and Lord of Lords” 

a. It was not unusual for a king to lead an army into battle, but this army 
will be led by the King of Kings. 

b. Every knee will bow before Him (Phil. 2:10-11).  Not everyone will get to 
heaven, but everyone will acknowledge who Jesus is.   

 
II. The victorious consequences. 

 
A. John saw an angel issue an invitation to “the supper of the great God”. 

1. Earlier in the chapter, John spoke of “the marriage supper of the Lamb”. 
a. In those days, the groom made all the preparations for the wedding, and 

then he went to get his bride. 
b. The church is called “the bride of Christ” because we are waiting for Him 

to come and take us to our heavenly home.     
2. This supper, however, was for the fowls of the air. 

a. The context suggests they were birds of prey that feast on carrion. 
b. When Jesus was finished with this battle, these vultures would have the 

greatest feast they had ever known.   
B. The beast and the false prophet were “taken”.  The word “taken” speaks of 

capturing a prisoner. 
1. The “beast”, of course, refers to the Antichrist, who would be assisted by a 

false prophet (Revelation 13). 
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a. Opinions vary on the nature of the Antichrist.  I personally believe he will 
be a world ruler. 

b. The false prophet will do fake miracles to deceive others. 
• Miracles do not necessarily validate a person’s message.  I believe 

in miracles, but they can be imitated.   
2. Both were cast into a “lake of fire”. 

a. Many equate the lake of fire with hell, but Revelation 20:14 says hell will 
be cast into the lake of fire. 
• I know opinions vary over the meaning of the different words for hell 

(Hades, Gehenna, etc.).  My point is, if the lake of fire does not refer 
to hell, then it is someplace even worse.   

b. Whatever the lake of fire is, one thing is certain: it will be a place of 
eternal torment (Revelation 20:10).   

C. The rest of the army was destroyed.   
1. As the angel warned, it was a great slaughter. 

a. All the armies of the Antichrist are destroyed by the sword in Jesus’ 
mouth – that is, by His words. 

b. They do not even get a decent burial.   
2. As bad as it was, this was not the final judgment. 

a. The next chapter speaks of all the dead standing before God. 
b. Anyone whose name was not found in the Book of Like was cast into 

the lake of fire with the beast, the false prophet, and Satan himself. 
 
 
Conclusion:  Years ago, I read the autobiography of Frederick Douglass.  He was an 
escaped slave who became an activist against slavery.  He recalled what it was like to 
grow up as a slave.  When he was young, the daughter of his owner befriended him and 
taught him how to read and write (she didn’t know she wasn’t supposed to teach such 
things to slaves).  As Douglass read and learned more, he began to think about his status 
in life.  He said the worst thing about it was knowing that his situation would never get 
any better.  He was born a slave and, barring some kind of miracle, he would die a slave.  
The future literally held no hope for him.  I don’t make light of slavery, but when you are 
a follower of Jesus, you can always look forward to better days ahead!  We can face any 
trouble or hardship this world has to offer because we know one day it will all be over.  
Our Lord Jesus will return, and He will win the final victory 
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