
 

 
 

 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Christ’s Return: 
Living with the End in Mind, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Expect difficulty when you choose to follow Christ. 

Introduction:  Some years ago, there was a popular book called Why Christianity Must 
Change or Die, by John Shelby Spong.  He contended that today’s world will no longer 
accept the message of a crucified Savior.  He mocked such biblical teachings as the 
virgin birth, the substitutionary atonement, and the resurrection of Jesus.  He didn’t even 
believe in a personal God.  He insisted if we don’t change the message, Christianity will 
die out.  Thankfully, he is on the fringe, but there are many others who insist we must 
downplay and even “modernize” certain aspects of the Bible so it will be more appealing 
to our modern society.  Unfortunately, when we take steps to make the Gospel “more 
appealing” to society, it almost invariably gets lost in the process. 
 
 People often forget that the salvation through Jesus Christ has never been popular.  It 
wasn’t popular in Peter’s day.  He had personally experienced persecution for preaching 
about Jesus, and he warned his readers they would also be persecuted.  The apostle 
Paul said the gospel is an offense to those that do not believe.  The Lord Jesus Himself 
warned that the world would hate us for following Him.   We don’t need to change the 
message, but we do need to learn how to handle the inevitable resistance.  In this text, 
Peter noted three attitudes that are necessary for handling persecution.   
 

I. Confidence. 
 

A. “Think it not strange” – A more literal translation is, “Stop being surprised.” 
1. Peter’s audience likely consisted of both Jews and Gentiles. 

a. Jews were used to persecution, but Gentiles were not. 
b. This letter was likely written before Nero began his widespread slaughter 

of Christians, so the persecution was probably just local hostility.   
2. He told them to rejoice over their sufferings. 

a. The word translated “fiery trials” in verse 12 is the Greek word purosis, 
which referred to a fire for purifying metals. 

b. Suffering has a purifying effect on us. 
• If you’ve served in the military, you likely remember those days of basic 
training, where you took you through all those painful drills and exercises.  
They also made you go on long runs and hikes.  You probably didn’t like it 
at the time, but those things strengthened your body and sharpened your 
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reflexes to make you ready for combat.  Likewise, suffering for Christ 
strengthens and refines your character. 

B. Persecution shows that we truly belong to Jesus. 
1. Peter said we are “partakers of Christ’s sufferings”. 

a. He didn’t mean we would bear the sins of the world like Jesus did, but 
we will be hated and slandered like Jesus was. 

b. When He comes again, you can rejoice because you will know your 
suffering was not in vain.   

2. It indicates that the Holy Spirit rests on you. 
a. If you are a follower of Jesus, then the Holy Spirit dwells in you, and His 

presence often makes people uncomfortable. 
b. If people ridicule for your faith in Jesus, then chances are you’re doing 

something right! 
 

II. Caution. 
 

A. Peter warned his readers that not all suffering brings glory to Christ. 
1. Suffering can be a result of your own foolishness. 

a. If you are being punished for doing evil, then you deserve it. 
b. “Busybody” – This is someone who meddles in matters that do not 

concern him or her.   
• When I was in seminary, a TV evangelist named Robert Tilton was 

caught up in a scandal.  He blamed the news media (and the devil) for 
slandering him, but the truth is, he was suffering for his own dishonesty 
and malfeasance.  This kind of “suffering” brings no glory to Jesus.   

2. That’s why Peter urged his readers to obey the law (2:13-17). 
a. It is not always possible to obey both the laws of God and the laws of 

the land, but we should strive to do both when we can. 
b. Likewise, followers of Christ should strive to be good employees in the 

workplace (it’s one thing to be fired because you’re a Christian, but it’s 
quite another to be fired for laziness or negligence).   

B. You should not be ashamed for suffering “as a Christian”. 
1. The word “Christian” appears in the New Testament only three times. 

a. The other two times are in the book of Acts (11:26; 26:28). 
b. The name was likely intended as a derogatory term. 

2. We should wear the label “Christian” as a badge of honor. 
a. If people see a reason to label you as a Christian, then you are doing 

something right in your service to Christ. 
b. If the day comes when we are persecuted for following Jesus, may we 

stand strong and unashamed.   
 

III. Commitment. 
 

A. What did Peter mean when he said “judgment begins at the house of God”? 
1. He was speaking of a disciplinary judgment rather than a punitive one. 

a. Difficult times lay ahead, and they were going to separate the genuine 
followers of Jesus from the pretenders. 

b. If current trends continue in America, we may have to choose whether 
we will obey God or the government. 
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c. If we choose to obey God first, we may pay a price for it.   
2. In what sense are “the righteous scarcely saved”? 

a. Salvation is free to us, but it cost God the life of His own Son. 
b. If God was willing to pay such a price for us, then the judgment that 

awaits unbelievers must truly be a terrible one. 
c. Peter was reminding us that those who persecute Christ’s followers will 

get what they deserve soon enough. 
B. What are we supposed to do in the meantime? 

1. We should commit (or entrust) our souls to God. 
a. If you’ve trusted in Jesus as your Savior, your soul is in God’s hands, 

but we tend to forget that fact. 
b. If you trust God with your eternal soul, you can trust Him to take care of 

you when you face persecution and hardship.   
2. We should continue to do right.   

a. Others may accommodate themselves to the trends of society, but 
followers of Jesus must obey God at all costs. 

b. Since God is our “faithful Creator”, we know He will prevail in the end. 
 
 
Conclusion:  Jerry Clower told of the time his friend, Uncle Versey Ledbetter, conducted 
some unusual business at his local bank.  When he went, he spoke to one of the tellers, 
but he evidently wasn’t satisfied with what she told him.  He then approached the loan 
officer and said he would like to take out a loan.  The loan officer asked him if he had any 
collateral.  Uncle Versey had a bond that was worth ten thousand dollars.  The loan officer 
said, “That’s fine.  We’ll loan you any amount of money up to ten thousand dollars, and 
we’ll keep the bond for security.”  The officer then asked Uncle Versey how much money 
he wanted to borrow, and Uncle Versey replied, “One dollar.”  Naturally the loan officer 
protested.   Uncle Versey said, “Then you lied to me.  You said you’d loan me any amount 
up to ten thousand dollars.”  The loan officer had to admit Uncle Versey had him there, 
so even though it was highly irregular, he agreed to loan him a dollar.  Uncle Versey left 
the ten thousand dollar bond with them for security. 
 
 One year later Uncle Versey returned to the bank.  He paid back the dollar, plus eight 
cents interest, and the bank gave him back his ten thousand dollar bond.  The loan officer 
said to him, “Mr. Ledbetter, I’m curious.  Why did you go to all this trouble just to borrow 
a dollar?”  Uncle Versey replied, “I had this ten thousand dollar bond, and I needed 
someplace to keep it for a year.  I talked to your teller, and she told me it would cost 
twenty-five dollars to rent a safe deposit box.  When I took out this loan, you kept the 
bond safe here in your bank for a whole year, and it only cost me eight cents!” 
 
 I don’t know where you keep your money, and that’s none of my business.  I do know 
this: if you’ve trusted in Jesus as your Lord and Savior, your eternal soul is in God’s 
hands, and He’s safer than any bank in the world.  Keep on doing what is right, even 
though it may cost you in the short term.  The ones who harass and persecute you will 
answer to God, and none of them can take you out of His hands.  Keep on obeying Him, 
because He will win in the end.   
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