
FAMILY CONNECTION
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

PRESCHOOL

KIDS

STUDENTS

Scripture: 1 Samuel 1

Live It Out: Ask your preschooler to contribute to prayer requests. Guide him to name people 
for whom he can pray. Lead your child to voice a prayer for those people. 

Every year, Hannah and Elkanah traveled to the tabernacle to worship God.
While at the tabernacle, Hannah prayed and cried as she asked God for a son. She 

promised that if God gave her a son, she would give him to God all his life.
The priest, Eli, saw Hannah praying and asked why she was crying. She told Eli she 

was praying to God. Eli responded, “May God give you what you prayed for.” Hannah left, 
believing God heard her prayer.

When Hannah gave birth to a son, she named him Samuel. When Samuel was older, she 
took him to the tabernacle to work for Eli.

Hannah told Eli that she wanted Samuel to serve God for all of his life. Eli worshiped God 
when he heard Hannah’s words.

Scripture: Mark 11:15-18; Matthew 21:12-21:12-13

Live It Out: Read the Bible story with your child and say Matthew 21:13 with him. Pray, 
asking God to help you remember that the church is a place for worship and prayer.

When Jesus and His disciples arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus went to the temple. At the temple, 
people were buying and selling things at unfair prices. He turned over the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold doves. Jesus demanded all those who bought and 
sold to leave. He stopped everyone who was trying to use the temple as a marketplace.

Jesus began to teach and say to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations?’ But you have made it a den of thieves!”

The chief priests and experts in the law did not like what Jesus had to say and began 
looking for a way to kill Him. They were afraid of Him because the people were amazed by 
what Jesus taught.

QUARTER
Unit 2, Session 7

CONNECTION 
POINT: We can only 
move forward when 
we embrace God’s 
forgiveness.

THE BIBLE MEETS 
LIFE: Guilt strikes us 
all. It is a powerful 
emotion that can affect 
us in many ways, 
including insomnia, 
a loss of appetite, and 
a loss of energy. Some 
psychologists encourage 
those dealing with 
strong feels of guilt to 
get help. The Bible offers 
a far better approach: 
seek forgiveness 
regarding that which 
makes you guilty! We 
may need to seek the 
forgiveness of others, 
but we all need to seek 
forgiveness from God.

LIVE IT OUT: Your 
student has been 
encouraged to take 
practical steps to take 
his or her faith and 
Live It Out.

Scripture: Genesis 50:15-21

• What are some consequences of carrying a load of guilt?
• When have you seen God bring good out of a bad situation?
• What steps can you take this week to accept and enjoy God’s forgiveness?

Live It Out: Joseph’s brothers had hurt him in the worst ways. Still, he understood that 
God would have him show kindness to them. Specifically, because he was in a position of 
authority and with the means to provide for the needs of many people, Joseph knew that God 
wanted him to prioritize providing for his family. 

At times, we may feel a lot like Joseph’s brothers in relation to Jesus—that because of the 
bad things we’ve done, surely He can’t forgive us and one day we’ll pay the price. With your 
student, look up a few verses that prove God’s forgiveness is real and that we can be assured 
of our place in His family.


