
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study on “Walking in 
Confidence.” This sermon addresses Abram's response to God's promise and how God 
uses a vision and a dream to show Abram the complete picture of his offspring. We are 
called to dream, and we are trusted with visions from God. This sermon will reveal 
opportunities to grow in faith in God with dreams and visions and to lean on God in 
every situation, not just when comfortable.  

Introduction: In a conversation between Abram and God, God gave Abram a promise, 
and Abram responded. There were other conversations between them, this time it was 
different. Abram's response called upon God to show God's authority in another way, 
through a vision and a dream. Dreams in our world and culture have been secularized. 
We dream of accumulating items, entrepreneurial pursuits, or life on social media.  
Abram's vision and dream was woven in between promises of God's authority. They 
show us that our most enormous worldly dream is no match for God's power.  

Maybe you have a dream for a business, relationship, educational pursuit, or even the 
local church. As wonderful as our plans are, they are no match for God's vision and 
dream for all of those areas of our lives. Abram shows us how God uses dreams and 
visions, no matter how difficult they are to see and understand, to deliver us to where he 
wants to use us.  Dream…God's way! 

1.  Be Honest in Your Questions (vs. 2-4)  
Immediately after God gave Abram a promise in verse 1, Abram responded in his 
honesty. Abram was childless. Have you read a promise from God in His Word, 
and your life has not lined up with God's promise? That's Abrams conundrum.  I 
have always been told not to question God, and I agree. However, that does not 
mean that we cannot ask God questions. “God, I trust You, but something does 
not make sense! Please, make it make sense!”  
 
God desires your honesty. Trust me, God can handle your honesty. I know He 
can because while we were yet sinners, He sent Christ to die for us (Rom. 5:8). 
Since God can handle the horror of your sin, he can handle your ugliest question.  
See God's response to Abram in verse 4, God sent his word again to affirm that 
the child would come; the child just had not arrived yet. Your honesty with God 
shows unabashed trust in His promises. What questions are you trying to answer 
that need to be given to God?  
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2. Trust What You See (vv. 5-6) 
God has a beautiful way through His love to use everything at His disposal to get 
our attention and keep our attention. After God saw that sending His word to 
Abram numerous times regarding his offspring still left Abram with doubt, He 
gave him vision, using the stars around him. Vision is the ability to see what’s in 
front of you the way that God sees it. Abram did not just see stars; he saw what 
his faith could do in the eyes of the Lord. Now, every time it is dark, all Abram 
had to do was look up and be reminded of God’s promise. A vision will change 
your emotions and outlook. 
 
Vision is a lost art. God loves us so much that he allows us to see what’s in front 
of us the way that God sees it. So much so, when God created you, He looked at 
you and said, “that’s good.” That’s vision! Ask God for vision. Ask God to show 
you what you have overlooked.   

 
3. God’s Plans are Bigger than My Nightmares (vv. 12-14) 

With every beautiful dream comes the occasional nightmare. Abram went to 
sleep, and in his dream, God gave him another vision, this time a nightmare. 
Nightmares are frightening dreams because they show what we cannot handle or 
reveal situations we cannot control. God informed Abram that His offspring will 
be plentiful, and they will also endure complex trials. He foretold the bondage in 
Egypt. With certainty, the same way God promised Abram children, He promised 
Abram that those children would endure bondage.  
 
God is teaching us, like He taught Abram, that each generation would need to 
trust God in ways that are particular to their generation. Abram’s responsibility 
was to be faithful with what he was called to do. God's promises are for you, and 
your faithfulness lays a foundation. Sometimes we worry about the next 
generation, whether our grandchildren or children. But they will need to place 
their trust in God for what God has for them. Trust that God is and will be God at 
all times.   

 
Conclusion:  

Control is an issue in our world. Trust is what God asks of each of us. Trusting God to 
give us vision, and trusting the revelation in our dreams is a high level of maturity that 
God propelled Abram to and that laid the foundation for faith. Are you trusting God to 
give you vision and dreams? Are you humble enough to lay a foundation for a 
generation you have not seen? God has a promise for you. Trust the process.  
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