
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Walking in 
Confidence.”  This sermon addresses how conflict can disrupt our family relationships. 
We don’t all respond to conflict the same way. Many people avoid conflict at all costs. 
Others seek to win every conflict at any cost. While there are times when we must stand 
our ground, often conflicts are about issues of personal desires. God calls us to place 
the needs of others before our own. Doing this can sometimes call for personal 
sacrifice, but even then, we can trust that God will provide what we need to live our lives 
in obedience to Him. 

Introduction:  

Abram and Lot show us two different pictures of faith in these verses.  On the one hand, 
Abram's faith exudes strongly to a point where Abram could lead in a decision between 
him and his nephew, motivate herders to move forward, and separate a family dynamic 
for the sake of a nation. In the end, God blessed Abram's faith and confidence in Him 
with another promise (vv. 14-16).  
 
Abram was the oldest as Lot’s uncle, so he should have decided where he and the 
family were going to live. But because he was trusting God's more significant promise, 
he gave Lot the freedom to choose the land he wished to inhabit. Thus, Abram showed 
trust in God's promises. He had the security of 12:1-3, so he allowed Lot to decide 
where his herd would graze and trusted God to care for his herd. Lot, on the other hand, 
depended on strategy. Lot desired a space that was like Eden and Egypt (vs. 10). His 
temporal outlook and immediate advantage to the new land made him overlook the 
community or seek the Lord in the process of making a decision.  
 
Abram and Lot showed us the difference between decision-making because of 
confidence in God vs. decision-making because of confidence in ourselves.  Who are 
you more confident in, yourself or God? How can we raise our level of confidence in 
God so that we can hear God respond to us with verses 14-16 instead of a community 
steeped in sin?  
 

1.  Growth Means Difficult Decisions (vv. 6-7)  
Abram's rapid growth as a leader brought with it decisions that needed to be 
made: first to get up and go (12:1-3), second, overcome fear as he faced 
Pharaoh in a famine (12:17-20), and now a family dispute with his nephew Lot.  
Their abundance forced them to consider how to manage resources as the 
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ground recovered from a famine effectively. Abram took the role of a leader to 
facilitate and vocalize this difficult decision.  
 
God trusts us with the gifts He has placed in us (Eph. 4). Those gifts come with 
an enormous responsibility, difficult conversations, and personal growth. As a 
follower of Jesus, there are times when we must make and lead critical decisions 
among the people we love. What is waiting for you on the other side of a difficult 
decision among family? God’s promises do not fade when decision time gets 
close to home.  
 

2. Your Relationship with God Drives Your Relationship with Others (vv. 8-11)  
Our relationships with others should be a reflection of our relationship with God.  
How we show respect and trust in our relationships, ultimately reveal how we see 
God. There are two parts in what has occurred in these verses:  first, Abram's 
response and second, Lot’s response.  
 
Abram’s Response: As the elder in their relationship, Abram could have told Lot 
exactly where to go and what land he could possess.  Instead, Abram 
acknowledged the tension and gave Lot an opportunity to choose what was best 
for Lot. Abram's relationship with God informed how he impacted Lot and the rest 
of his family. Abram showed his trust in God's provision and welcomed Lot to 
make his own decision. When making challenging decisions, we should trust 
what God has promised! 
 
Lot’s Response: Lot responded by picking land that reminded him of Eden, but it 
was positioned next to a sin-filled city. Lot's desire to be strategic and temporary 
had a long-lasting impact. Lot showed what happens when we make decisions 
disconnected from God's influence. God's sovereignty always overrules strategy.  
Favor from God comes when we are connected to God's promises, not to our 
plan. What strategic decisions are you making without God's guidance?  

 
3. God Is Confident in You! (vv. 14-18) 

Immediately God’s response to Abram’s faith was to promise Abram the land that 
Lot claimed. God expressed His confidence in Abram by continuing to give him 
assurances. God calls for us to trust him, but can God trust you? In conflict, in 
issues, in family problems, can God trust you? Nevertheless, God has 
confidence in our weak hearts to lean on him for help, wisdom, and trust in his 
promises.   

 
 
Conclusion: Heaven is full of prayers we have not prayed. Because Abram trusted the 
original promise and was humble in executing a difficult decision, God gave him another 
promise. God continued to unearth issues and people in the life of Abram that have a 



   
Lifeway.com/YOU 

 

hold on his heart so that he could focus on God. Stay confident in God. Your confidence 
in Him will take you to where He has promised.  
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