
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  This sermon compliments the small group series, 
“Walking in Confidence.” This sermon explores how to build confidence after one takes 
a step of faith with God. God commissions us to take steps of solid faith in His 
promises. How do we trust him on the journey as we build our confidence?  

Introduction: Abram is introduced to us as a man with faith.  Immediately, the writer 
tells us that God told Abram to "Go" in verse 1; and in verse 4, "So Abraham went."  
Abram had active faith from the beginning of the narrative.  If we are to showcase 
confidence in God in all circumstances, we are called to an active faith.  When God 
says, "Go," our narrative should continue, "So I Went."   

Going forward in faith is not always easy when one is growing in their faith. How do I 
"go" when I love where I am? How do I "go" when I am comfortable where I am? How 
do I "go" in a world where I am trying to slow my pace? How do I “go” when I don’t know 
the final destination?  These are all relevant questions that are not only true to you but 
true to Abram. The good news is that God gives us an itch and teaches us to scratch.  
Through this revelation, God is positioning you where your gift will make room for you! 
The journey will give you confidence!  Go!  How do I build my confidence on the 
journey?  

1.  Own That God Has a Better Destination (v. 1)  
God immediately told Abram to “Go.” The going consists of three things.  
1 – Going from relatives 
2 – Going from his father 
3 – Going to the land God has not shown yet  
 
God asked Him to leave Haran, a realm of comfort and peace, to go to God's 
new arena of peace; we know it to be Canaan. God calls Abram to depart, 
trusting that God has a destination that matches Abram's faith in God.   
 
Faith compels the believer to ”go.” It is an active doing and being. "Owning" this 
reality is a particular language. It is a merging of both doing and being in that the 
believer does not rent faith; they own faith. As one begins the journey of "going," 
one must hold to the reality that God has a better destination, namely a 
destination that God has crafted particularly so you can use your spiritual gifts.  
God does not call us to where He has not equipped us to handle the work. 
 
 

 

 

Sermon Series: Walking in Confidence 
To be used with: The Basis for Confidence  
Sermon Title Possibilities: Go! / So, Abram Went 
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-8 



   
Lifeway.com/YOU 

 

2. Love that You Are Trusted to Be More (vv. 2,3) 
God began to shower blessings and promises on Abram.  (I suggest a word 
study on the Hebrew words used for “bless you” and “make your name great.”) 
God shared with Abram the end before he took a step out of Haran. God gives 
us a destination as well when God gives us a call. In this case, a litany of 
blessings had been presented to Abram. This process creates in us a love that 
we are trusted to be what God sees us becoming.   
 
Do you love what God thinks and sees about you? God did not see Abram as a 
random man in Haran; He saw him as described in verses 2-3.  How does this 
trust that God has in you change the way you pray and worship? Knowing how 
God sees you can change how you approach trials, faith tests, and celebrations. 
James said to us that “every good and perfect gift is from above” (Jas. 1:17). 
God sees us through the eyes that favors us when we trust Him. I love that God 
trusts us with His favor! 
 

3. Take the Second Step (v. 4) 
“So, Abram Went.” Abram's response to God's calling was to "go." The first step, 
listen. He listened to God. The second step was going, trusting God. So often, 
we take the first step. We begin by dreaming up ideas and cultivating our own 
opportunities. Success does not come in the first step; it comes in the second 
step when we obey God. Trusting God is the next step after listening to Him. 
Abram would not receive the favor of God in Canaan without taking the second 
step in trust to leave Haran. So, Abram went. We too must go! 

 
Conclusion:  

God’s favor rested on Abram because of his faith. The journey to Canaan began an 
exhibition of confidence in God that motivated Abram and caused him to obey God.  
Faith is active. We have been commissioned to go. Where is the place you need to 
leave in obedience to God? Just trust God and take the second step? God is waiting. 
Go! 

 

Author Bio: Rev. Justin Lester serves as the pastor of Congdon Street Baptist Church in 
Providence, Rhode Island. The church serves it’s body of believers and the community 
through personal, spiritual, and financial development. Justin has earned a M.Div. from 
Vanderbilt University and a D.Min. from Boston University. Most Importantly, Justin is 
married to the most beautiful woman in the world, Courtney Lester, and is the father to 
his “little man,” Camden.   
 


