
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “No Doubt: Six 
Things You Can Know for Sure,” this sermon focuses on love and the assurance that 
we have that God loves us, thereby freeing us to love others as we should and stop 
patterns of hate that this world festers. To be sure of God’s love, we need to understand 
that it is a gift that must be received and a gift that we must then give to others.  

Introduction: Those who have been rejected by people they love have a difficulty in 
this life that is real. Because a parent left them or a lover divorced them or a child 
disappointed them, the person who is jilted often has a difficult time receiving love. And 
because they have a difficult time receiving love, then they have a difficult time giving 
love to others.  

Jesus encouraged us to love others as we love ourselves (Matt. 22:39). This implies 
first of all that we love ourselves. How can we love ourselves when we know how 
flawed we really are? We can recognize that love is a gift not something we earn. Then, 
we will be able to give love and break patterns of hate around us. Being sure of God’s 
love is crucial to living healthy and productive lives. 

1.  Love as a Gift Received (v. 7-10)  
 

What is the best Christmas gift that you ever received? I can remember a ping 
pong table, a special Bible from my grandmother, and my first tennis racquet. 
These were all special gifts because I did nothing to receive them—except ask. 
Each of these gifts were on my Christmas wish list. I discovered that when you 
ask people who love you for gifts, they usually will give it to you. 
 
Love is a gift of God, who loves us deeply. John recognized that love was from 
God, that all those who love have been born of God, and that God Himself is 
love. God gave this gift of love to us by sending Jesus into the world so that we 
could live through Him. It wasn’t our love for God that caused Him to give the gift. 
God gave love, and we have to receive it. 
 

2. Love as a Gift to Give (v. 11-13) 
 
Have you ever been at a drive-through window at a restaurant and the cashier 
told you that the lunch has already been covered by the person in the vehicle 
ahead of you? This has happened to me on numerous occasions, and not once 
have I remembered someone that I actually knew personally in the line ahead of 
me. One thing that this did for me is make me want to pay for the lunch of the 
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person behind me. Someone else gave to me, so I wanted to return the favor to 
someone else. Not once did I actually know the people behind me. When you 
receive love, then you want to give love. 
 
John said that if God loved us so much that He gave us Jesus, how can we not 
show love to others around us? They might not deserve it. But neither did we. 
They did nothing to earn it. But neither did we. What is it that prompts us to want 
to give to others? John said that it was the presence of God in us through the 
Holy Spirit. He has given to us through Jesus, and He wants to give to others 
through us by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
3. Love as a Mandate (v. 19-21) 

 
Oddly, John mentioned that some people who claim to have received the love of 
Christ are the ones who hate others. He said that their profession of faith in 
Christ is revealed to be false, because how can they love God, the One they 
cannot see, when they hate the ones that they see all too well? The sure sign 
that we have received the love of God in our lives is that we are loving others. 
The presence of hatred reveals that we have not truly received God’s love.  
 
What are some reasons that people hate? Sometimes we hate others because of 
things that they have done. But we are not called to love the things they have 
done, only the person who has done those things. If Jesus changed their heart, 
there would be no reason to hate that person because they wouldn’t do the 
things we do not like. Sometimes we hate others because of things they cannot 
change. Maybe we have prejudices against skin color or preconceived ideas 
because of a person’s economic situation. Why do we hate people that God has 
placed in a certain race or given a certain lot in life? We must learn to love 
people regardless of things that they cannot (and would not) change. 

 
Conclusion: Have you truly received the love of God in your life? It’s a gift. You must 
receive it. You cannot buy it or earn it. If you have truly received it, then you have the 
ability to love others as Christ loved you—unconditionally. You cannot spread hate and 
judge people based upon either the things that they do or things they cannot change. 
We need to look inside and see that if God loves us, then we can truly reach out in love 
to all people. 
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