
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “No Doubt: Six 
Things You Can Know for Sure,” this sermon emphasizes that when we walk with God, 
assurance of salvation is a by-product. When we walk away from God, from His Word, 
and from fellowship with other believers, we can begin to question our relationship with 
God. This is not always a bad thing because God often uses that questioning to bring 
us back into fellowship with Him. The relationship always stays intact, but the fellowship 
may be better at times than at other times.  

Introduction: One of the secrets to having a good relationship is taking long walks. 
When dating, couples often stroll through the countryside, the city, or the park, they talk 
about life, about each other, about the future. If that couple gets married, life will tend to 
get busy. Jobs, children, and recreational activities compete for time that was once 
spent together on these “dating walks.”  

John suggested that we keep these appointments with God. We spend time walking 
with Him each day—learning, growing, and setting the course for our future. Just as you 
need time with your spouse to grow the relationship, you need time with God to grow 
your relationship with Him. The more time you spend with Him and get to know Him, the  
better and stronger your assurance of salvation will be.  

1.  Walking with Agreement (v. 3-6)  
 

How do you know if you are walking with God? We start to think more like Him. 
We start to act more like Him. He begins to influence us by His presence in our 
lives. As we walk with God in His Word and through His Spirit, He begins to 
make His love complete in us and it changes us little by little. We may not be all 
that we want to be, but we are not what we used to be. 
 
People sometimes say that those who spend time together start acting alike, 
talking alike, and some would say even looking alike. Certainly, this is true in the 
spiritual realm as we see ourselves and see the Lord and realize that changes 
need to take place in our lives. As we walk in agreement with God, we begin to 
look more like our Father.  
 

2. Walking with Vision (v. 7-11) 
 

John revealed that those who are walking in the light no longer stumble about in 
the darkness. Have you ever gotten up in the middle of the night and decided 
that you didn’t need the light to navigate your way? I’ve done this and forgotten 
that we had recently rearranged the furniture. I’ve also stumbled over shoes, 
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tennis bags, or other items that I didn’t put in their proper place. Walking with 
vision far exceeds walking in darkness, but to walk with vision we must walk with 
the Lord. 
 
John described walking with vision in terms of learning to love one another. 
Those who walk with vision see that God loves them and He loves others around 
them. They do not stumble through life, walking in darkness by refusing to love 
the people whom God has put in their lives. Ironically, walking with God helps us 
see our neighbors more clearly. It helps us love others when they don’t deserve it 
or maybe don’t even ask for it. Walking with God gives us vision to walk in the 
light. 

 
3. Walking with Purpose (v. 15-17) 

 
Walking with God gives us a heart for heavenly things rather than the things of 
this world. It takes our focus off of the temporary and puts our eyes on things that 
will matter for eternity. When we invest only in temporary things, we are short-
sighted and will fall short of what we could have done and been in this life. John 
said that the one thing that remained forever was the will of God.  
 
Have you ever raised a strong-willed child? Maybe you were that strong-willed 
child. You can see the tension brewing between parent and child when they 
refuse to give in to the will of their parent. They have strength of will, but they do 
not have wisdom. The parent has wisdom, and they have to summon the 
strength of will to correct the strong-willed child. Thankfully, God knows that His 
will is best, and He knows how to deal with His strong-willed children. 

 
Conclusion: How would you describe your walk with God? Is it a regular routine in life 
that you anticipate—walking with God in His Word and by His Spirit. What are the 
newest things that you are learning from your walk with God? How is your walk with 
God helping you be a better parent, a better friend, or a better employee? If walking 
with God helps you walk in clarity, how would you rate your vision at this point in life? 
20/20? 20/100? 20/500? What needs to happen for you to have a clearer vision? 
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