
FAMILY CONNECTION
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

PRESCHOOL

KIDS

STUDENTS

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Live It Out: Say that Samuel followed God’s plan to make David the king. Tell your child that 
she can follow God’s plan by obeying her parents. 

Samuel was a prophet. God told Samuel, “Go to Jesse’s house in Bethlehem. I have chosen 
one of his sons as the new king.” God told Samuel to ask Jesse to worship with him. God said 
he would tell Samuel what to do there.

Samuel went to Bethlehem and invited Jesse and his sons to worship with him.
Samuel saw Jesse’s oldest son. God said, “He is not the one.” 
Samuel looked at seven of Jesse’s sons. He said that God did not choose any of the seven. 

Samuel asked if Jesse had another son.
Jesse said, “My youngest son is taking care of the sheep.” Samuel said to send for him. 
The youngest son was David. He came to Samuel. God said, “He is the one.” Samuel poured 

oil on David. David would be the next king.

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Live It Out: Tell your child that she can honor God by following God’s plan for her life. 
Explain that God’s plan is for every person to trust Jesus as Savior. 

God rejected Saul as King of Israel. God told Samuel to take oil and go to Bethlehem to 
anoint the new king. He promised to help Samuel. Samuel obeyed and followed God’s plan. 

In Bethlehem, Samuel invited Jesse and his sons to attend a special sacrifice to God. 
Samuel looked at seven of Jesse’s sons, but God said none of them were the one He chose.

Samuel asked Jesse if these were all his sons. Jesse said that his youngest son, David, was 
with the sheep. Samuel told Jesse to send for David.

When Samuel saw David, he knew God had chosen him. God told Samuel, “Anoint him, for 
he is the one.”

Samuel poured the oil over David. God’s Spirit came powerfully on David from that day 
forward. God prepared David to be Israel’s new king.
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CONNECTION POINT: 
We can trust God 
when we don’t have all 
the answers.

THE BIBLE MEETS 
LIFE: “The best-laid 
plans of mice and 
men often go awry.” 
Our plans can change 
in a moment. Things 
happen in our world 
that just don’t make 
sense. As much as we’d 
like all the answers, 
the Christian life calls 
for faith in God. Until 
we see and understand 
how God is at work, we 
must trust His unseen 
hand. We need to trust 
that nothing takes God 
by surprise, and we can 
trust Him in all things.

LIVE IT OUT: Your 
student has been 
encouraged to take 
practical steps to take 
his or her faith and 
Live It Out. Scripture: Genesis 15:1-6,13-16

• How do we determine the difference between worry and legitimate concern?
• When have you found it difficult to believe God’s promises?
• What makes it so difficult to wait for God’s timing?

Live It Out: God is wise and powerful, and He is in control of what happens in our lives and 
throughout creation. Even through times of uncertainty, we can be confident that God is in 
control and is working all things to the good of those who love Him and who are committed to 
following Jesus.

Following Jesus requires that we live for eternity and not for the here-and-now and that 
we trust Him. One of the best ways to overcome struggles to trust is to remember ways 
God has been faithful in the past. Share with your student a few examples of how God has 
proven faithful in your life. Allow your student to also share a time when he or she has felt 
God’s provision. 


