
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Walking in 
Confidence, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group study, 
so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Trust God even when your faith is tested.  

Introduction:  One of the great preachers of the 20th century was Vance Havner.  I’ve 
read several of his books, and one of his most intriguing was titled Though I Walk Through 
the Valley.  This book told of one of the most trying times of his life, and that was the 
illness and death of his beloved wife, Sara.  I’ve listened to some of his recorded sermons, 
and in his later years, he often reminisced about her death.  She died at 2:15 on a Sunday 
morning, and he was scheduled to preach at 11:00.  No one would have blamed him had 
he canceled, but he chose to go ahead and preach.  His sermon focused on what he 
called “the forgotten Beatitude”, and it’s found in Matthew 11:6: “Blessed is he, whosoever 
shall not be offended in me.”  Dr. Havner paraphrased it this way: “Blessed is he who 
does not get upset at the way I run my business.”   
 

This raises an obvious question: what exactly did Jesus mean?  Was He saying we should 
never question Him?  Some preachers say that’s exactly what He meant.  They say if you 
ever doubt God at all, then He’ll withhold all of His blessings from you.  If that’s true, what 
do we make of the Old Testament prophets that questioned and even doubted God?  
Have you ever read the book of Habakkuk?  He had a lot of questions for God.   What 
about the prophet Jeremiah?  At one point he was in such despair that he was ready to 
quit preaching.  He even accused God of deceiving him. I often tell people that if your 
faith has never been tested, chances are you haven’t been a Christian long enough.  
What do you do when your faith is put to the test?   
 
I. A puzzling situation. 

 
A. John the Baptist sent two of his disciples to talk to Jesus. 

1. John has rightly been called “the forerunner of Jesus”. 
a. His coming was foretold by the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 40:3-5). 
b. John knew he was not the Messiah, but he also knew God had sent him 

to prepare the way for the Messiah (John 1:19-27). 
2. He called on people to repent of their sins in preparation for the coming of 

the Messiah.   
a. They were to express their repentance by being baptized. 
b. The word “baptize” comes from the Greek word baptizo, which literally 

means “to immerse”. 
  

Sermon Series:  Walking in Confidence 
To be used with:  Session 6: Confidence in Times of Testing 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  The Forgotten Beatitude 
Scripture:  Matthew 11:1-6 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

B. John wanted to know if Jesus was really the Messiah.  
1. This was a strange question for John to ask. 

a. He had boldly proclaimed Jesus as “the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

b. He had personally seen the Holy Spirit descend on Jesus (John 1:32). 
c. He was aware of his unworthiness to baptize Jesus (Matthew 3:13-15). 

2. John was only human, and he was having some doubts. 
a. He was in prison simply for rebuking Herod’s adultery. 
b. He had expected the Messiah to punish the wicked, but Herod was still 

getting away with his wickedness. 
c. John was facing a situation he did not understand, and he wanted to be 

sure he had not made a mistake. 
3. You have to admire John’s honesty in confronting Jesus. 

a. God already knows your mind and your heart, so if you think He’s done 
you wrong, you might as well tell Him! 

b. He understands our weakness and our frailty (Psalm 103:14). 
• I remember visiting a man whose daughter was in the hospital.  She 

was just a baby, and he had to hold her down while the nurse put an 
IV in her arm.  Needless to say, the little girl was not pleased!  Was 
she right to get angry at her father?  No, because he was doing it for 
her good.  Did the father get upset at his daughter?  Of course not!  
He knew she was too little to understand what was happening.  In 
the same way God often allows things to happen that are painful in 
the short term, but they’re for our own good.  We don’t understand 
why He’s doing these things, and we doubt Him and even get mad 
at Him.  That’s okay!   He knows we’re too little to understand.   

    
II. A peculiar exhortation. 

 
A. How did Jesus respond to John’s question? 

1. He could have rebuked John, but He didn’t. 
a. He later spoke some words of high praise for John (vv. 7-11). 
b. Like all great men, John was no more than human. 

2. Jesus simply pointed to His miracles. 
a. The blind were seeing, the lame were walking, etc. 
b. The poor were having the Gospel preached to them (Isaiah 61:1-2). 

• The idea of the Messiah preaching to the poor was radical for that 
day.  Jewish rabbis were expected to give to the poor, but that was 
about it.  Pagan philosophers didn’t even do that much.   

c. Jesus was letting John know that Isaiah’s prophecy was being fulfilled. 
• I remember seeing a “Peanuts” cartoon where Lucy was sitting in her 

psychiatric booth, and Charlie Brown told her he was worried about 
his father.  He said, “For the last few nights he’s been doing nothing 
but sitting in the kitchen, eating cold cereal, and looking at his old 
high school yearbooks.”  Lucy asked him how old his father was. and 
Charlie Brown said, “I think he just turned forty.”  Lucy replied, 
“Nothing to worry about.  He’s right on schedule!”  In the same way, 
Jesus was telling John that He was right on schedule.  He was doing 
exactly what Isaiah had prophesied He would do.   
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B. Jesus then spoke “the forgotten Beatitude”. 
1. The word translated “offended” is the Greek word skandalizo, from which 

we get the word “scandal”. 
a. It means “to be repelled by” or “to take offense” at someone. 
b. Many people claim they are not offended by Jesus, but that is because 

they have created a Jesus that suits their own preferences. 
• “It is all too easy to believe in a Jesus is largely a construction of our 

own imagination – an inoffensive person whom no one would really 
trouble to crucify.  But the Jesus whom we meet in the Gospels, far 
from being an inoffensive person, gave offence right and left.  Even 
his loyal followers found him, at times, thoroughly disconcerting.” 1  

2. How does this verse apply to followers of Jesus? 
a. When you’re facing a situation that you don’t understand or that seem 

unfair, the devil will plant all kinds of thoughts in your mind. 
b. Remember what Jesus said: Satan is a liar and the father of lies.   
c. Jesus was telling us to keep trusting Him even when life is unfair or when 

we don’t understand. 
 
Conclusion:  One of the most beloved stories in Greek mythology is the story of Damon 
and Pythias, who had been best friends since childhood.  One day Pythias spoke against 
the king and was sentenced to die.  Pythias said he was not afraid to die, but he wanted 
to go home long enough to put his affairs in order and to say good-bye to his family.  The 
king naturally refused until Damon stepped up.  He offered to go to prison for Pythias.  If 
Pythias did not return in time for his execution, Damon would die in his place.  The king 
agreed to that.  He let Pythias go free and put Damon in prison. 
 
 Days went by, and Pythias didn’t return.  The king taunted Damon.  He said, “Did you 
really think your friend would come back?  You were a fool to trust him, and it will be 
useless to beg for mercy.”  Damon insisted his friend would return.  Finally, the day of 
execution arrived.  Damon was led from his cell, and the king taunted him.  He said, “Your 
friend hasn’t shown up.  What do you think of him now?”  Damon insisted that he still 
trusted Pythias.  Suddenly, the doors burst open and in walked Pythias.  He had been 
delayed by a storm and by bandits on the road, but he was glad he had arrived in time.  
The king was so touched by their loyalty that he released both of them. 
 
 Friends, Jesus Christ is much more loyal than any friend you ever had.  He is the friend 
that sticks closer than a brother.  He’s not just willing to die for you; He actually did it!  He 
gave His life on the cross to pay the penalty for your sins, and He’s risen from the dead.  
If you receive Him as your Lord and Savior, He will forgive your sins and give you eternal 
life in heaven.  Blessed is he that is not offended in Jesus.  Do you know Him today?      
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