
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Walking in 
Confidence, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group study, 
so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Trust God when you don’t have all the answers.  

Introduction:  One of the speakers at our state convention meeting last fall recalled a 
strategy that some of our denominational leaders were promoting a few years ago.  It was 
called “Vision 2020”.  It was a play on words, but the main idea was to develop goals and 
strategies for reaching your community in the year 2020.  Unfortunately, as he also 
pointed out, many of us were not anticipating the challenges that the year 2020 brought 
us, such as the Covid pandemic.  My own church was no exception.  At the beginning of 
that year, I preached a message called “Giving it Your Best Shot”.  I challenged people 
who were willing to give it their best shot to come forward, and the response was 
overwhelming.  I can’t tell you how much that encouraged me.  That pandemic hit just a 
couple of months later, and that threw a wrench into all my plans. 
 

If there’s any lesson that was reinforced to me in 2020, it was that none of us know what 
the future holds.  Many people worry about the economy and the increasing immorality 
and the assaults on religious liberty.  I share these concerns.  How can we face the future 
when the future is uncertain at best and ominous at worst?  If there was ever any man 
who knew about frustration and disappointment, that was the prophet Elijah.  Talk about 
mood swings!  One day he boldly stands against 450 pagan prophets, and he proves that 
his God is the one true God.  A day or two later, this same prophet is sitting under a 
juniper tree, begging God to let him die.  How could such a mighty man of God sink this 
low?  More importantly, how did he snap out of it? 
 

I. The discouraging conditions. 
 
A. Elijah lived in a time of extreme wickedness. 

1. He lived in the Northern Kingdom during the reign of Ahab. 
a. All of the kings in the North were wicked, but Ahab was the worst. 
b. His wife Jezebel not only worshiped idols, but she also set out to 

destroy anyone who worshiped the true God. 
c. As a result, God sent a drought that lasted three and a half years.   

2. At the end of the three and a half years, Elijah challenged the prophets 
of Baal to a test at Mount Carmel. 
a. The prophets of Baal prayed to their god, and nothing happened. 
b. Elijah prayed to his God, and fire fell from heaven. 
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c. The people who had gathered there bowed down and cried, “The 
Lord, He is the God!” 

d. Elijah prayed again, and God sent rain.   
B. Though Elijah was likely encouraged by these events, his joy very quickly 

turned into despair. 
1. When Jezebel heard what had happened, she vowed to kill Elijah within 

twenty-four hours. 
a. If Ahab had made this threat, Elijah likely would not have fled. 
b. Jezebel had already put many prophets to death, so Elijah knew she 

wasn’t bluffing.   
2. Why was Elijah so overwhelmed with discouragement? 

a. He thought a mighty revival was under way, but now he was back to 
where he started. 

b. If the miracle on Mount Carme wasn’t enough to convince the 
people, was there any hope at all? 
• Many of us have been in similar situations.  Churches plan events 

to reach out to their communities, but only a few people show up.  
School teachers have students that seem so promising, yet they 
throw their lives away as a result of bad choices or sheer laziness.  
When we face these situations, we’re often tempted to ask 
ourselves, “What’s the point?” 

 
II. The divine confrontation. 

 
A. God could have rebuked Elijah, but He didn’t. 

1. He provided food and water for him – not once, but twice. 
a. This was likely supernatural food, since Elijah was able to travel on 

it for more than a month.   
b. The Bible says, “He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we 

are dust (Psalm 103:14). 
c. Some people say God only provides when you have enough faith.  

If that were the case, we would all be in trouble! 
• Someone has wisely said, “If you get angry at God, He’s big 

enough to handle it.”   
2. Elijah went to Mount Horeb, also known as Mount Sinai. 

a. This was where Moses received the law, so Elijah probably thought 
it was a good place to meet with God. 

b. As an added bonus, it was some 375 miles from Ahab and Jezebel! 
3. God asked Elijah, “What doest thou here?” 

a. God knew the reason, of course, but He was likely giving Elijah a 
chance to vent his frustration. 

b. Elijah’s complaint, while understandable, was really absurd (even if 
he were the only prophet left, which he was not, God would hardly 
be helpless without him!).   

B. God gave him a series of object lessons. 
1. He showed Elijah a display of His power. 
2. This was His way of showing Elijah He was still in control. 
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III. The decisive command. 
 
A. After all the storms, God spoke to Elijah in a “still small voice”.   

1. Sometimes we get so busy trying to hear the voice of God that we miss 
Him when He finally speaks. 
a. The Bible says, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). 
b. When we get our eyes off our problems and look to God, then we 

are able to hear what He has to say.   
2. Once again, Elijah complained to God.   

• I remember a “Calvin and Hobbes” comic strip where Calvin was 
watching TV, and his mother told him to go to bed.  Calvin said, 
“Aw, Mom, can’t I watch the next program?”  She told him no, he 
needed his sleep.  Calvin said, “Can’t I just watch another fifteen 
minutes?  Please?  Okay, just ten minutes, and then I’ll go straight 
to bed.  Five minutes?”  Once again, Calvin’s mother told him to 
turn off the TV.  Calvin said, “Look, I’ll just watch a few more 
commercials.  See, here’s my favorite gum commercial.”  The 
next panel showed Calvin in bed, and he said to himself, “I guess 
that got pretty pathetic.”  Elijah was getting pretty pathetic, too.  
He had seen all these great demonstrations of God’s power, but 
he was still feeling sorry for himself.   

B. God’s response to Elijah was rather peculiar. 
1. He told him to “return on thy way”. 

a. Elijah had just traveled 375 miles south from Jezreel to Mount 
Horeb.  Now God was telling him to go to Damascus, which was 
about forty miles north of Jezreel! 

b. He was to anoint Hazael as the new king of Syria, and Jehu as the 
new king of Israel. 

2. Why did God give these instructions? 
a. This was His way of telling Elijah, “Don’t worry.  I’ve got this!” 
b. He would use Hazael and Jehu to judge Ahab and Jezebel. 
c. He assured Elijah that He still had 7000 loyal worshipers in Israel. 

 
Conclusion:  One of the most controversial generals of all time was George S. Patton.  
During the Sicily campaign in World War II, he confronted a couple of soldiers who were 
suffering from battle fatigue.  Patton openly cursed both of them, and he slapped at least 
one of them (the movie “Patton” only depicts one such incident, but there were two in real 
life, and they happened exactly one week apart).  Through the years, people have 
speculated why Patton acted this way.  One of the soldiers involved was Charles H. Kuhl, 
and he later made an interesting observation.  He said of Patton, “I think he may have 
been suffering from a little battle fatigue himself.”   
 
I don’t know much about “battle fatigue”, but I think I can safely say a lot of people are 
suffering from “Covid fatigue”.  These past couple of years have been rough.  I wish I 
could say things will be better in the near future, but I don’t know that.  I do know that our 
God still reigns, and this next year holds no surprises or fears for Him.  If you focus on 
your problems, you will only be frustrated and discouraged.  If you keep your eyes on the 
true and living God, He will give you hope for an unpromising future. 
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