
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Walking in 
Confidence, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group study, 
so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Trust God when you are overwhelmed with fear.  

Introduction:  When I was growing up in the 1970’s, one of the popular TV shows was 
“Sanford and Son.”  If you’ll recall, it was about an elderly man named Fred Sanford and 
his son, Lamont, who ran a salvage business in the Watts area of Los Angeles.  I 
remember one episode where Fred was sick in bed, and he was afraid he might be dying.  
In fact, it was nothing serious (he just ate some old leftovers in the refrigerator that gave 
him a bad case of indigestion).  Everyone told him he was going to be all right, but he 
didn’t believe them.  In one scene, Lamont had come up to Fred’s room to check on him, 
and he noticed a book on the bed beside him.  He asked, “Is that a Bible?”  Fred said, 
“Sure, it’s a Bible!  What’s wrong with that?”  Lamont said, “Nothing’s wrong with it.  It’s 
just that I ain’t never seen you that close to one before.”  Fred said, “Well, I ain’t never 
felt this close to the One who wrote it before!” 
 
It’s amazing how during times of crisis, even the most hardened heathen will suddenly 
look to God.  Remember the days and weeks following 9/11?  God suddenly became 
popular again!  Prayer services were held all over the country, and even people in the 
news media encouraged us to pray for our military and our President.  On the other hand, 
sometimes a crisis gives people an opportunity to mock God.  We saw it happen during 
the pandemic.  People were saying, “Why couldn’t your God stop Covid?  Where is your 
God now?  Why did He allow this to happen?”  I’m sure many people said the same thing 
to the prophet Jeremiah.  He was in prison, and the city of Jerusalem was under siege!  
In the next few verses, God told the people that things were going to get worse.  How do 
we maintain a strong faith during these difficult times?  
 

I. Trust God’s purposes. 
 
A. Jeremiah was imprisoned in the king’s courtyard. 

1. He continued to warn the people of God’s judgment. 
a. People were literally tearing down their own houses to build up the 

city’s defenses, but it was all going to be a big waste. 
b. False prophets were telling everyone the city would be spared. 

2. Jeremiah knew Jerusalem was going to be destroyed. 
a. The people thought God would protect the city because of the 

temple, but Jeremiah knew the temple would be destroyed, too. 
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b. The worst thing about it was, the Israelites had brought all of this ruin 
on themselves.   

c. Jeremiah tried to warn the people, but he ended up in prison.   
• I saw a “Peanuts” comic strip where Lucy was searching through 

some tall grass, and Charlie Brown asked her what she was 
looking for.  She said, “A tennis ball.”  Charlie Brown asked how 
her tennis ball had gotten way out there, and she replied, “I threw 
it at Linus, but he ducked, and it flew into these weeds, and now 
I can’t find it.”  Charlie Brown paused, and then he said, “Perhaps 
this is the punishment you get for losing your temper.”  Of course, 
Lucy hauled off and hit him!  After she left, Charlie Brown said, “I 
always moralize at the wrong time.”   

B. Even during this time of judgment, God urged the people to call on Him. 
1. Verse three is often taken out of context. 

a. Contrary to the teachings of certain preachers on television, this 
verse is not a “blank check” from God. 

b. The next two verses speak of judgment, not blessing.   
2. God was with the people of Judah even during a time of judgment.   

a. Though God had withdrawn His protection from the city, He assured 
them the judgment would not last forever. 

b. He even offered to soften this judgment (38:17-18). 
3. We need to trust God’s purposes, even when we don’t understand. 

a. He has a reason for everything.   
b. He is in control of our government and political leaders. 

• The Bible commands us to pray for those in authority.  Does this 
command apply even when our political leaders are ungodly?  
Especially when they are ungodly!  We should pray for God to 
change their hearts, and we must continue to pray for spiritual 
awakening in our nation.   

 
II. Trust God’s promises. 

 
A. God promised He would someday “cure” Israel. 

1. He would use these trials to refine His people. 
a. We often experience our greatest spiritual growth not during times of 

blessing, but during times of hardship. 
b. The city would be rebuilt, but only because God allowed it. 

• We live in a prosperous country, and we must keep in mind that 
our prosperity is a blessing from God.  If He chose to withdraw 
His blessing from our nation, we would really be in trouble.   

2. He would cleanse the people of their sins. 
a. He had already promised to make a new covenant (31:31-34). 
b. In verse 16, He promised to send “the Branch of righteousness”.   
c. In verses 17 and 18, He promised to restore the throne of David and 

the Levitical priesthood. 
d. These promises were all fulfilled in Jesus.   

B. Jerusalem would someday be renowned all over the world.   
1. Under the circumstances, this was quite an incredible promise. 
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a. The Babylonians would soon destroy Jerusalem. 
b. When the Israelites returned to Jerusalem some seventy years later, 

the city was nothing but ruins.  
• I serve near the town of Farmville, Virginia.  When something 

important happens in our town, it might make the local news.  If 
it’s something particularly noteworthy, it might make the national 
news.  When anything happens in Jerusalem, though, it makes 
the news all over the world!   

2. God would be glorified through Israel’s restoration. 
a. Israel exists to this day, not by their own ingenuity or resilience, but 

by the grace and power of God. 
b. The same God who preserved Israel has also promised to preserve 

His church (Matthew 16:18). 
 
Conclusion:  One of the most beloved pastors of all time was Dr. W.A. Criswell, who 
served First Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas, for more than fifty years.  He used to tell 
how he was invited to preach at a pastors’ retreat in California.  The retreat was held at 
a Nazarene campground called Beulah Park.  In the tabernacle where the services were 
held, there was a “mourner’s bench” at the front.  It was just a long flat bench with no 
back where people could kneel and pray.  On Thursday night of that week, Dr. Criswell 
was nearing the end of his sermon when a man suddenly stood up.  He walked down the 
aisle, fell on his knees at the mourner’s bench, and began to weep out loud.  Next thing 
he knew, another man came down the aisle and did the same thing.  Then another, and 
another.  Before long, there were hundreds of men kneeling at the mourner’s bench – 
praying, weeping, and crying out to God.  Dr. Criswell ended his sermon at that point, 
even though he wasn’t quite finished.  He knew the Holy Spirit was at work.   
 
Dr. Criswell said when he returned to Dallas, he received a letter from one of the men 
who came forward that night.  He explained that he and his wife were really discouraged.  
Things weren’t going well at their church, and he had made up his mind to quit the 
ministry.  Since the retreat didn’t cost anything, he decided to attend, but he planned to 
resign as soon as he returned to his church.  He said as he sat in the service that night, 
something happened inside of him.  He wasn’t a very forward person, but he found 
himself walking to the mourner’s bench.  He confessed his heartache and his 
discouragement to God, but he also made a new commitment to his ministry.  He said he 
and his wife had returned to their ministry with renewed zeal, and God was blessing.1 

  
I’ve been down that road many times myself.  Many times I’ve gotten so discouraged I 
wanted to give up.  Let us remember that our God still reigns.  Trust His purposes, and 
trust His promises, and you will keep a strong faith even during times of crisis. 
 
Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He holds a 
B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary.  
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1 W.A. Criswell, Criswell’s Guidebook for Pastors, Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 
1980, pp. 32-34. 


