
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Walking in 
Confidence, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group study, 
so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Confidence comes from trusting God.  

Introduction:  Not many years ago, most people in America respected the church, even 
if they were not regular attenders.  That attitude has changed drastically.  These days 
American attitudes toward the church generally range somewhere between apathy and 
outright contempt – at least toward churches that still believe the Bible.  How are we to 
proclaim God’s Word to a culture that is so hostile to it?  In the first place, let’s remember 
that hostility towards God’s Word is nothing new.  The early Christians faced it, and many 
Christians around the world are facing it today.   The prophet Jeremiah faced opposition, 
too.  Ironically, he was preaching to people who claimed to follow the true and living God, 
but they didn’t like what Jeremiah had to say.  He was telling them their nation was coming 
under judgment.  They ridiculed him, and they eventually put him in prison. 
 
How did Jeremiah keep going in the face of opposition?  He knew he served a mighty 
God, and that was enough.  Mind you, Jeremiah was only human.  Circumstances often 
got him down, and his faith wavered at times.  I plan to talk about that in next week’s 
sermon.  Be that as it may, Jeremiah knew God was still in control, and He would have 
the final word.  That ought to give us comfort today.  I’ve gotten where I don’t watch the 
news much anymore because it’s too depressing.  I don’t know what the future holds for 
this country.  I do know, when all is said and done, our God is going to prevail.  In these 
verses, we find three important truths about God that should give us confidence.   
 

I. His power. 
 
A. God warned against putting too much confidence in people. 

1. He illustrated His point with “the heath in the desert”.   
a. The picture is of a small shrub in the middle of a desert, with no 

streams to water it. 
b. Since the tree was all alone, it would eventually wither and die. 

2. God’s point was when His judgment came, no one on earth would be 
able to help them.  
a. They had relied heavily on their alliance with Egypt, but Babylon had 

defeated Egypt at the Battle of Carchemish in 605 B.C. 
b. The Babylonians would eventually destroy Jerusalem, and no one 

would come to the city’s rescue.  
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B. We must be careful not to put too much trust in people. 
1. If God chooses to judge America, no one will be able to rescue us. 

a. The military cannot save us. 
b. The government cannot save us. 

• My father was a career soldier, and I have tremendous respect 
for those who serve in the Armed Forces.  However, no army is 
powerful enough to hold off the judgment of God.  Likewise, while 
I believe Christians should speak out on important issues, we 
must remember that politics can only go so far.  Even when your 
candidates win, they are unable to fix spiritual problems. 

2. People will fail us, but God never will. 
a. Those who trust in Him are “like a tree planted by the waters” (a stark 

contrast to the shrub in the desert). 
b. This does not mean things will always be easy for you, but it does 

mean God will be with you even in the bad times.   
 

II. His perception. 
 
A. God is not only all-powerful, but He is also all-knowing. 

1. He warned that “the heart is deceitful”. 
a. When people say, “Follow your heart”, what they usually mean is, 

“Do whatever feels right.” 
b. Alas, feelings can be very deceptive. 

• According to some commentators, people in Jeremiah’s day 
connected the heart with the intellect.  We tend to connect the 
brain with the intellect today.  Either way, the point stands: your 
intellect and your emotions have both been corrupted by sin, and 
thus both can be quite deceptive. 

2. By contrast, God knows what we are really like. 
a. “I try the reins” – The word in the original language actually means 

“kidneys”, which were considered the seat of emotions. 
b. The point is, God knows everything you think and feel, so you can 

hide nothing from Him.   
B. Because God knows all, He knows the schemes of the wicked. 

1. “As the partridge sitteth on eggs” – Many scholars believe this verse was 
actually speaking of the sand grouse. 
a. The sand grouse was known to hatch eggs laid by other birds.  In the 

same way, many people had become wealthy by taking things that 
did not rightfully belong to them.   

b. God was not condemning wealth as such.  He was only speaking 
against those who became wealthy by dishonest means. 

2. “A glorious high throne” – This probably refers to God Himself. 
a. People may lie and cheat, but God still reigns. 
b. Those who reject Him would be “written in the earth”.  That is, they 

would be like writing in the dust that quickly disappears. 
c. They may mock God in the short term, but the laugh will ultimately 

be on them. 
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III. His protection.   
 
A. Why did Jeremiah cry out for protection? 

1. People were mocking him. 
a. “Where is the word of the Lord?” – Jeremiah had predicted God’s 

judgment for many years, but it had not yet happened. 
b. Some likely accused him of treason. 

2. Jeremiah had tried to be a “pastor” to his people. 
a. He didn’t want to see his nation destroyed any more than they did. 
b. If the people had listened to him and repented, God would have 

eased His judgment.   
B. He trusted God to vindicate him. 

1. It wasn’t Jeremiah’s reputation that was on the line, but God’s. 
a. The people who mock God will answer to Him. 
b. We should keep on proclaiming the truth and trust Him to take care 

of those who criticize us.   
2. He prayed that his persecutors would be “confounded”.   

a. Jeremiah wasn’t being vindictive.  He was simply asking God to do 
what He said He would do. 

b. Any harm that came on the city would not be inflicted by Jeremiah, 
but by God Himself.   

 
Conclusion: One of the great comedians of the twentieth century was George Burns.  
His best friend was another great comedian, Jack Benny.  They were friends for over fifty 
years, and George was always playing pranks on Jack.  He told about one time he and 
Jack had gone out for breakfast.  George ordered bacon and eggs, and Jack ordered 
oatmeal.  George said, “I thought you hated oatmeal.  Why are you ordering it?”  Jack 
replied that his wife, Mary, wanted him to eat oatmeal.  George said, “Are you going to 
let her run your life?  You shouldn’t let her control you like that!”  Jack thought it over, 
then he changed his order to bacon and eggs.  When they finished eating, the waiter 
brought them the check.  George pointed it Jack and said, “He’ll pay it.”  When Jack 
protested, George told him, “You’d better pay it, or I’ll tell Mary you had bacon and eggs!” 
 
 Sometimes you can’t even trust your best friends!  You can always trust God.  You may 
not understand everything that’s happening in your life, but I can assure you God is still 
in control.  Trust His power, His perception, and His protection.  He is a faithful God in 
frightful times, and you can rest assured He will prevail in the end. 
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