
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Sure of God’s Love,” 
this sermon will expound upon Jesus’ command to love others.  It will also provide evidence in 
how He loved others.   

Introduction:  A great leader is one who actively and consistently models the leadership 
principles that he or she desires others to follow.  A poor leader will say things like, “Do as I say 
and not as I do.”  Jesus was a great leader in that He modeled loving others sacrificially.  Jesus 
called His disciples to a new command of loving others sacrificially.  The context of this 
command is set in the fact that He had washed the feet of His disciples (13:1-11).  Washing 
someone’s feet is an act of selfless service.  When we serve others with no expectations of 
receiving anything in return, we are fulfilling His command to love one another. 

1. It’s a new command (v. 34) 
 

a. The command was given. 
To understand the passage, we must look at specific words.  The first word to 
study is given.  To give something to another is vastly different from forcing 
something upon another.  Jesus was giving His followers a new command and He 
did so via consistently living out this command Himself. 
 
The context of Jesus washing the feet of His disciples is giving them an example 
to follow.  Jesus specifically said, “I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done for you” (v. 15).  His example is not only washing 
their feet but also loving them via faithful service.  This is the only place in the 
gospels in which Jesus said that He provided an example for others to follow. 
 
Furthermore, He gave this new command by consistently living out this command 
Himself.  Jesus said in John 15:13, “No one has greater love than this: to lay down 
his life for his friends.”  Jesus was giving them a new command that He had lived 
out in front of His followers in the moment of washing their feet, but also beyond 
the moment in laying down His life for them.  He did not ask His disciples to do 
something He was not willing to do and had not already being doing. 
 

b. The command is to love. 
The next two words for us to focus upon is command and love.  The word 
command, by definition, is not a suggestion.  God does not offer too many 
suggestions.  Instead, He provides commands that are for our own good.  When 
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we were little, our parents would tell us not to play in the street because we could 
get hurt.  This was not a suggestion on their part, but rather a command.  Our 
parents did this because they knew better than us and wanted us to stay safe.  The 
same principles can be applied here.  God knows that loving others is truly for our 
own good and thus issued a command. 
 
The command is to love.  The word “love” can mean a variety of things based on 
context.  We can love our favorite team, love a good steak, and love our kids 
beyond measure.  We are using the same word and yet the meanings are vastly 
different.  The word that Jesus used here is agape.  This word is much more than 
pulling for a team or enjoying a meal.  Agape means to love someone so much 
that you would give your own life for that person.  We are called to this command 
because God’s love is clearly seen when we love others as He has loved us. 

 
2. Obedience yields blessing (v. 35) 

 
a. Others see Christ in us. 

We learned early on in science class that every action has an equal and opposite 
reaction.  Can we apply this to living out the commands of God? If we follow His 
commands, what is the equal and opposite reaction?  According to Jesus, if we 
love one another, everyone will know that we are His disciples.   
 
Let’s be honest, many of us get nervous when it comes to sharing our faith.  We 
have convinced ourselves that we do not know what to share or that we will say 
something wrong and make a mess of things.  If we take Jesus at His word, it is 
not nearly as hard as we make it out to be.  He said that loving one another is a 
testimony of being His disciple. 
 
We need not take this statement from Jesus and make Him say something that He 
is not saying.  He did not say that we can simply love one another and those 
around us will come to faith in Him.  Sacrificially loving one another is counter 
cultural.  When we live this out, others will see this and wonder why we behave 
the way we do.  This opens a door and we can state, “I am a follower of Jesus, and 
He commands me to love others as He loves me.”  It is truly that simple. 
 

b. We know we are His disciples. 
Did you know that God cannot lie (Titus 1:2)?  That is right, He cannot lie.  If He 
lied, He would stop being God and this is something that is impossible.  I say this 
because Jesus said that loving one another proves that “you are my disciples.”  If 
we study the words “you are” we find that these were written as a definitive 
factual statement.  Jesus did not want His followers to have any doubt.   
 
Now, loving one another does not make someone a disciple of Christ as this 
would be works based salvation and we cannot work our way to glory.  Instead, 
loving one other is evidence of salvation.  When someone comes to faith in Jesus 
that person understands the sacrifice that Jesus made for him, and he cannot help 



 

 

but love his neighbor because he knows that he is loved.  Loving one another is 
evidence of personally accepting the love of Jesus and His substitutionary death 
on the cross. 

 
Conclusion: If someone asked you to do something that you did not know how to do and did not 
provide an example of how to do it, you would be justified in saying that you were unable to 
complete the assignment because you did not know how.  The command to love one another, 
however, is not without an example as Jesus did provide and still does provide the example to 
follow.  He sacrificially gave of Himself and did not expect anything in return. 

The question now becomes how?  How can we live out this command in the context of our 
homes, our neighborhoods, our places of employment and in God’s church?  We need to ask God 
to show us the answer to this question and then pray for the faith needed to respond in obedience. 
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