
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Sure of Victory,” this 
sermon will expound upon the truth that those who are in Christ have been given a great victory 
over death.  The outline will also provide actions that believers can and should embrace because 
of this great victory. 

Introduction: In 1939 Eugene Bartlett penned the words to the famous hymn Victory In Jesus.  
The theology found is Bartlett’s song is accurate and scriptural.  He said that our victory is in 
Jesus.  Our victory is not found in our so-called good deeds.  Our victory is not found in our 
family tree.  Our victory is found only in and through a personal relationship with Jesus.  Paul 
communicated this same truth to the church at Corinth.  Today’s message will look at the results 
of this victory and how to respond to the victory. 

1. The results of the victory 
a. Christ followers are changed (v. 52) 

Understanding the context is key to understanding this passage.  Paul had spent all 
of 1 Cor. 15 talking about the resurrection.  He wanted the church to know that 
since Christ was raised, they too had hope of the resurrection.  He concluded this 
portion of his teaching by talking about the point in time when Jesus will return 
and call His followers home. 
 
The Bible says that when Christ returns, those who are dead in Christ will be 
raised incorruptible and they will be changed.  We live in a fallen world and our 
bodies are a part of this world.  Because of this, we all experience some form of 
decline.  We do not like to admit this, and we fight against it, but we must confess 
this is true.  Because of Christ’s resurrection and His defeat of death, those who 
are in Christ have the hope of being raised incorruptible.  We have the hope of 
trading in our mortal bodies for ones that are immortal. 
 

b. Death is defeated (v. 55) 
Let’s all be honest, none of us like it when death comes calling.  It might be a 
parent or grandparent.  It might be a spouse or worse yet a child.  If our loved one 
knew Christ, we have the promise and hope of seeing them again.  But this does 
not mean we do not hurt in that moment. 
 
The hope of this verse, however, is that for those who are in Christ death has been 
defeated.  Not only has it been defeated, but it has also been swallowed up in 
victory.  Not only has it been defeated, but it has also lost its sting. 
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Have you ever stopped to think about things that hurt in the here and now that will 
not be present in glory?  It hurts to go to a funeral home, and there will be no 
funeral homes in glory.  It hurts to see a loved one suffering in pain in the ICU, 
and there will be no hospitals in glory.  It hurts to stand in line for pain medicine, 
and there will be no pharmacies in glory.  When death was defeated all the things 
leading up to death were also defeated.  This was and is a great victory. 
 

2. Our response to the victory 
a. Give thanks (v. 57) 

If you and I work hard and earn the promotion, we feel good about this.  If a 
teenager gives his very best and makes the team, he feels good about this.  We 
feel this way because we know that we did all that we could, and we earned the 
promotion or the spot on the team. 
 
If, however, something that we wanted and desired was given to us, we would 
feel different.  We might have realized that we did not meet the standards for the 
promotion or the spot on the team, yet we still made it.  Instead of a sense of self-
accomplishment, we might have felt gratitude. 
 
The Bible says that our victory is not earned, but rather given to us by God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We can not earn salvation; it is impossible.  God 
knows this and therefore He sent Jesus.  Our response to this truth is to 
continually thank God for this great victory that we have in Jesus. 
 

b. Be steadfast (v. 58) 
As we give thanks, we are to be steadfast.  To be steadfast means to not waver 
from one’s convictions.  Many people have a favorite team that they follow.  It 
might be a college team or an NFL team.  Those who are diehard fans still pull for 
them even in the bad years.  About the third or fourth game of the season, we hear 
these fans start talking about next year.  It does not matter how bad their favorite 
team is, these fans are going to be steadfast.  They will not waver in their support.  
If we feel this way about a team, then we can feel this way and much more about 
our victory in Christ. 
 
Not only are we to be steadfast, we are to also be immovable.  To be immovable 
means to know what you stand for and why you stand for it.  Do we know why 
we stand for Christ?  Because my parents stood for Christ is not the right answer.  
I stand for Christ because I know that he has provided a great victory for me in 
His substitutionary death for me on the cross.  No matter what might happen to 
me, I will not be moved from this conviction.  This is what it means to be 
immovable. 

 
c. Labor in the Lord (v. 58) 

The word labor, in the original language, means to work to the point of 
exhaustion.  One example of this is typically found in going on a mission trip.  
The trip might be overseas, but it could also be in the state where you live.  You 



 

 

and the team could be hosting a VBS for an underserved group, or you might be a 
part of a construction group that is helping to build a church.  At the end of the 
day, you are beyond tired and yet you are also energized beyond measure and 
cannot wait to tell your friends about the trip.  This is what it means to labor for 
the Lord. 
  
It is important to note that our labor is to be in the Lord.  Once again, God does 
not need us.  He invites us to join Him in what He is doing.  We can be confident 
that we are laboring in the Lord when we see examples of what we are doing 
being lived out in Scripture.  For example, Deut. 6:7 calls us to teach our children 
what it means to love God with all that we are.  Yes, this can be a labor, but we 
know that it is in the Lord because His word tells us to do this.  

 
Conclusion: The word “with” is much different from the word “in”.  I live with my family.  We 
are close and we do love each other.  But my family does not live in me.  The victory that we 
have is found in Jesus and not just with Jesus.  I can know a great deal about Jesus and even walk 
with Him when things are difficult.  But victory is not had here.  Victory is found only in a 
relationship with Jesus.  He has already won.  The question is are you merely with Him or found 
in Him? 
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