
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Sure of the Truth,” this 
sermon will expound upon the truths that Jesus proclaimed to a sceptic that asked the question, 
“What is truth?”. 

Introduction : The context of this sermon finds Jesus standing before Pilate on trial.  The 
religious leaders wanted Jesus crucified.  Pilate could find no grounds for charging Him (Luke 
23:4).  Pilate engaged Jesus in conversation.  He asked Jesus several questions and the dialog 
ensues.  As they converse, Jesus makes several definitive truth statements.  Pilate then concludes 
the dialog with a question, “What is truth?”.  This question is still being asked today.  Our goal is 
to see how Jesus answered Pilate’s question throughout their dialog. 

1. Truth – Christ is King (v. 36) 
Pilate was acting Governor of the region that encompassed Jerusalem.  As Governor, he 
was given authority and ruled over those in that area.  Jesus, however, proclaimed the 
truth that He was more than a Governor; He was King.  This truth had to be difficult for 
Pilate to embrace.  At the time of this proclamation, Jesus had been severely beaten and 
was soon to be crucified.  The circumstances, however, did not change the truth that Jesus 
was King. 
 
Every truth has an implication.  Gravity is a truth.  Because of this truth, we will hit the 
ground if we jump from a ladder.  We can not change this no matter how much we say 
that gravity is not true.  The implication of Jesus’ proclamation is that since He was in 
charge, then Pilate was not.  The implication for us today is the same.  Since Jesus is 
King, we are not.  Pilate was unwilling to submit to this truth.  We would be wise to 
embrace Jesus as King so that we do not suffer the same fate as Pilate. 
 

2. Truth – Christ’s Kingdom is not of this world (v. 36) 
The second truth found in this passage is the fact that Jesus has a kingdom that is not of 
this world.  The kingdom of this world would tell us that we are to achieve personal gain, 
no matter the cost.  Jesus’ kingdom proclaims that the first shall be last and the last shall 
be first (Matt. 20:16).  The kingdom of this world tells us happiness is found in 
immediate gain.  Jesus’ kingdom tells us to store treasures in heaven where moth and rust 
do not destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal (Matt. 6:19-21). 
 
Pilate was most likely sitting on a throne or judgement seat throughout this entire dialog.  
This reflects that Pilate’s kingdom was of this world.  Given the fact that Jesus’ kingdom 
is not of this world, He would not have an earthly throne.  Instead, He has a throne in 
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heaven, and He is seated upon it right now.  John, who also wrote the book of Revelation, 
provides testimony of the fact that Jesus is enthroned right now and the multitudes in 
heaven are proclaiming that He is worthy to receive all the honor and glory (Rev. 4:9).  
Pilate allowed circumstances and the viewpoint of others to cloud his ability to see this 
truth.  We would be wise not to make the same mistake that Pilate made. 
 

3. Truth – Christ testifies to the truth (v. 37) 
As the dialog approached its conclusion, Jesus told Pilate that He came to testify to the 
truth.  The word testify, in the original language, is a vital word to this entire exchange.  
Testify means to provide information actively and consistently about a subject or person 
of which you have firsthand knowledge.  Jesus was not providing a secondhand account 
of the truth of God.  He was and is the embodiment of the truth of God and His testimony 
never wavered from this. 
 
Jesus concluded the exchange with a final proclamation that those who are of the truth 
listen to His voice.  Listen is another key word to understanding this passage.  This is a 
verb, which is an action word.  To listen or to hear means more than simply taking in 
information; it means to respond to the information that has been received.  Those who 
truly know Jesus seek to live out the truth that He taught.  Those who know Jesus seek to 
testify to the truth in similar manner that He testified. 

 
Conclusion: What is truth?  Pilate asked that question and many are asking the same question 
today.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6).  Truth is more than a set of beliefs; it is found in the person of Jesus 
Christ.  Yes, this is exclusive, but truth is exclusive.  For example, 1+1=2.  This answer, which is 
true, is exclusive. 

Satan, whom Jesus describes at the father of lies (John 8:44), knows nothing of the truth.  Satan’s 
desire is to deceive with half-truth to get others to follow his destructive ways.  Each of us has a 
choice to either follow the Truth or follow the liar.   

Pilate had a good question, but he was off just a little.  The best question is, who is the truth and 
am I following Him?  The way we answer this question has eternal implications.  For those who 
know Jesus, let us all commit to testify to the truth as He did.  If, however, you do not know 
Him, please do not leave today without a relationship with Him. 
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