
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Sure of Forgiveness,” 
this sermon will explore the forgiveness found in God alone.  We are all guilty of falling short of 
His perfect standard but can find forgiveness in and through Him. 

Introduction :  Did you ever try to cover up something as a child?  You did something wrong, 
and you knew it.  Instead of confessing it, you tried as much as possible to cover it up.  You 
knew you were in trouble when your parent or grandparent started asking questions.  Finally, 
when you could not take it any longer, you told the truth and confessed to whatever you did.  
When it was all over with you felt relief.  You discovered that your parent or grandparent was 
already aware and was ready to offer the forgiveness you desired.  We see this exact same thing 
play out as David confesses His sin to God and how God offers David the forgiveness he needed. 

1) David’s confession  
a. He needed God’s grace (v. 1) 

Grace is a word that we use extensively within the church.  We sing about it and 
confess that it is amazing.  But do we know what it means?  Grace is easily 
defined as God’s unconditional love. 
 
The context of this passage: David had been called out for his sin of adultery and 
murder.  He knew what he had done, and God had let David know that He too 
knew what David had done.  The result of this is that David became all too aware 
of the fact that he needed God’s unconditional love. 
 
When we engage in actions that we know are not right, we can find ourselves 
trapped in guilt.  We judge ourselves because we tell ourselves we knew better 
than to do what we did.  We do not tell anyone else because of the shame we feel.  
David was experiencing all of this and much more.  We see, however, that he 
turned to God and pleaded for His unconditional love during his time of need. 
 

b. He admitted his sin (v. 4-5) 
When a child is asked about something that has gone wrong, that child will 
become rather forgetful.  He will claim to know nothing about the situation and 
will start blaming siblings or the dog if he has no siblings.  The last thing this 
child might do is accept responsibility for his actions. 
 
This is where David got it right in this moment.  He did not seek to blame anyone 
else.  Instead, he admitted that he had sinned against God.  When we sin, it is 
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ultimately against God.  Yes, our sin can and does hurt others around us.  But our 
sin is first and foremost against God. 
 
David also admitted that he was born in sin.  This was true of David and it is true 
of us today as well.  It is in our nature to sin.  Because of this truth, we need a 
Savior who can set us free from this guilt.  For us to experience His forgiveness, 
we must confess that we have sinned and need His grace. 

 
2) God’s character 

a. He is loving and compassionate (v. 1) 
A false image of God has been portrayed for far too long.  Many think that He is 
angry and ready to strike anyone down at a moment’s notice.  Many also see Him 
as a grandfather type figure who allows His children to get away with anything.  
Neither of these views are either accurate or biblical. 
 
What we find in this text is that God is both loving and compassionate.  David 
appeals to God’s faithful love.  To be faithful means to be true to one’s character 
and nature.  David knew that God was and is the definition of love. 
 
David went on to appeal to God’s compassionate nature.  Compassion is acting 
upon one’s love for another.  If someone does not act upon his love for another, 
then that person is not truly loving.  David knew God to act upon His love for 
others and was calling out to God for this.   
 
The actions that David exuded centuries ago still work today.  If you are caught in 
a sin that has taken you further than you wanted to go and cost you more than you 
wanted to pay, then you too can call out to God today.  He is aware of your sin 
and is ready to offer His compassionate love to you. 
 

b. He offers freedom and renewal (v. 2) 
One of the many blessings found in forgiveness is freedom from guilt.  We 
convince ourselves that our sin is only momentary.  Shortly after committing the 
sin against God, we experience the guilt and it follows us.  David knew this and 
asked God to completely wash away his guilt. 
 
As guilt is washed away, a cleansing and renewal is the outcome.  Guilt will 
paralyze us.  David did not want this any longer.  Instead, he desired to be 
renewed in his relationship with God.  This cleansing and renewal could only be 
found in and through a relationship with God.  David had to confess his sins to 
God and trust in God’s faithful love and compassion.  As God revealed His 
character to David, he experienced freedom and cleansing in a new way. 

 
Conclusion: Modern hymn writer Chris Tomlin released a hymn in 2016 entitled Good, Good 
Father.  The chorus goes like this.  “You’re a good, good Father/ It’s who You are, it’s who You 
are/ And I am loved by you/ It’s who I am, it’s who I am.”   



 

 

We do have a good Father, and this is evident in His forgiveness of us.  We know this is true in 
the passage we have looked at today.  We also know this to be true in the cross of Christ.  If God 
did not want to forgive us, He never would have sent Christ in the first place.  He does want to 
forgive us.  All we need to do is call out to God in the same way David called out to God.  We 
need to admit our sin against God, trust in His loving compassion and ask Him to cleanse us 
from our sin and guilt. 
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