
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Elijah: Living 
Outside the Comfort Zone, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Serving God often calls for courage. 

Introduction:  One of my favorite sources for sermon illustrations is The Babylon Bee.  
It’s an internet site that publishes satirical articles on current trends in Christianity.  Not 
long ago, I saw a couple of articles that poked fun at recent approaches to church growth.  
The first one was an op-ed piece titled, “Please Like Me”.  It was supposedly written by a 
megachurch pastor who had done everything he could to connect with our current culture.  
He was wearing skinny jeans and a T-shirt, and he’d even gotten a tattoo to prove he was 
“edgy”.  He had compromised on every biblical and moral issue, and he was preaching 
on popular movies instead of the Bible.  In short, he was trying hard to make people think 
he was hip and trendy, but they still didn’t like him.  He just couldn’t understand it!1  The 
second article was titled, “Church Growth Expert Cringes at Jesus’ Sermons in the 
Gospels.”  The alleged “expert” said he wasn’t surprised when he got to the sixth chapter 
of John, and he read that many people turned away from following Jesus.  He said Jesus 
had such a good thing going when He fed the five thousand, but then He had to go and 
mess it up!  He said, “If Jesus had been as enlightened about church growth as we are, 
He could have had an honest-to-goodness megachurch.” 2 

 
 I took a class on church growth when I was in seminary, and not all the principles are 
bad.  If a church’s low attendance is because of physical or organizational issues that can 
easily be corrected, then the church certainly should try to correct those things.  On the 
other hand, we must remember that the Word of God has never been popular in an 
ungodly world.  If people don’t like us simply because we proclaim the truth, then that’s 
their problem. The prophet Jeremiah was preaching a very unpopular message; in fact, 
it was so unpopular that his own people wanted to kill him!  This raises a question: would 
you be willing to stand for the truth, even when you had to stand alone?   
 
I. A contrived accusation. 

 
A. Jeremiah had been preaching in the court of the temple.   

1. He had prophesied that Jerusalem would be “just like Shiloh” (v. 9). 
a. Shiloh was about 30 miles north of Jerusalem, and it was the original 

home of the tabernacle. 
b. It was likely destroyed during the days of Samuel (1 Samuel 4). 
c. Jeremiah warned that Jerusalem would soon meet the same fate.   
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2. His message made many people angry. 
a. They believed God would protect Jerusalem because of the temple 

(even though He had not protected Shiloh). 
b. They essentially accused Jeremiah of treason. 

• I once heard an elderly preacher say, “The Word of God makes the 
saint glad, it makes the sinner sad, and it makes the hypocrite mad.” 

B. If you stand by the Word of God in this age, you’re not likely to be popular. 
1. There was a time when even the secular world had a certain level of respect 

for the church, but that’s no longer true. 
• Years ago, I was touring the Will Rogers Museum in Claremore, 

Oklahoma, and I encountered a group of tourists from Long Island.  
I made some small talk with one of them, and he asked me what I 
did for a living.  I said, “I’m a Baptist preacher.”  I might as well have 
told him I was an ax murderer!  He kind of backed away, and I later 
overheard him telling his friends, “That guy is a Baptist preacher!”   

2. It takes real courage to stand for the truth when others will not. 
• Not many years ago, there was a popular Christian movie called 

“Courageous”.  I particularly love the scene where the father tells his 
son that someday he might have to take an unpopular stand.  He 
said, “I want you to stand for the truth, even if you stand alone.”   

 
II. A courageous invitation. 

 
A. Jeremiah told the people God had sent him. 

1. Anyone can claim to be a prophet, but God gave a twofold test on how to 
tell a true prophet from a false one (Deuteronomy 18:20-22). 
a. He always spoke in the name of the true God. 
b. His prophecies always came true – no exceptions.   

2. Jeremiah warned them of the coming wrath of God. 
a. God’s wrath is not a pleasant subject, but it is real. 
b. We must balance God’s wrath with His mercy. 

• I remember seeing a cartoon on a church bulletin board that depicted 
a man in a tent revival who was preaching up a storm.  A man in the 
audience was saying to his wife, “He seems to take pleasure in the 
fact that we’re going to be charbroiled on God’s Great Barbecue 
Day.”  We should preach about hell and warn people about the wrath 
of God, but we should not take pleasure in doing so. 

B. He gave the people an invitation. 
1. He invited them to repent of their sins and turn back to God. 

a. This took courage on his part, because the people might reject him.   
b. If they wanted to kill him, that was okay by him, but he warned them it 

would only add to their guilt. 
2. How could Jeremiah be so bold in the face of such opposition? 

a. He knew God was with him, so he had no reason to be afraid. 
b. His trust in God strengthened him even when he wanted to give up 

(Jeremiah 20:7-13). 
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III. A conclusive vindication.  
 
A. Jeremiah’s courage clearly made an impression on the people. 

1. The same people who had called for his blood defended Him. 
a. They feared Jeremiah might be a true prophet. 
b. His message rekindled their fear of God. 

2. They remembered King Hezekiah’s dealings with the prophet Micah. 
a. The last half of verse 18 is almost a verbatim quote of Micah 3:12. 
b. Hezekiah listened to Micah, and he averted the judgment of God. 
c. Jeremiah’s message was perfectly consistent with Micah’s.   

B. Most people will respect you when you stand up for your convictions. 
1. They may not always like what you say, but they will respect you. 
2. Even if they don’t respect you, you will at least respect yourself. 

 
Conclusion:  One of the all-time great sports heroes was Jackie Robinson.  He was the 
first African American to play major league baseball.  Branch Rickey was the general 
manager for the Brooklyn Dodgers in those days.  Before he signed Robinson, Rickey 
talked with him and he warned him about the pressures he would face.  He urged him not 
to fight back.  Robinson asked him, “Do you want someone who’s afraid to fight back?”  
Rickey replied, “No, I want someone who’s tough enough not to fight back.”  Robinson 
took his manager’s advice to heart.  During his first year with the Dodgers, he did indeed 
face numerous pressures. He received a lot of taunts and jeers from the fans.  True to 
his word, Robinson didn’t fight back.  He simply concentrated on being a good ballplayer.  
It wasn’t long before people began to take notice.  His own teammates heard the taunts 
from opposing teams and fans.  They didn’t like seeing their teammate treated that way, 
so they began to stick up for him.  Moreover, the fans began to notice that he was quite 
a good player.  One of my history professors in college remembered it well.  He said it 
was amazing how the stadiums lit up with excitement when Jackie Robinson got on base.  
They knew he would steal if he could, and he often did. 
 
 Like Robinson, we don’t need to fight unnecessary battles.  That’s why our Lord told us 
to turn the other cheek.  However, neither should we apologize for what He has said in 
His Word.  Keep standing for the truth, even when you stand alone.  It’s not always easy, 
but it’s always worth it in the end. 
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