
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “The Church 
God Desires,” this sermon speaks to us about pursuing Christ with an unbridled 
passion, with brutal honesty about ourselves, and humility and openness to God     

Introduction: We come to the last letter to the church in Asia Minor—the letter to the 
church at Laodicea. In this passage Christ speaks to the heart of the believer, the head 
of the believer, and the humility of the believer. The Lord wants us to seek Him 
passionately, to judge ourselves soberly, and reverence/respect Him greatly. 

In many ways, this text provides a spiritual check-up. We must examine ourselves and 
ask: Am I hot, cold, or lukewarm towards the Lord? When God looks at me, what does 
He see? Do I have unrepented of sin? And, have I allowed Him to be the host in my 
heart? Well, from this passage, I want to offer three exhortations: Pursue Christ 
Fervently (v.14-16), Pursue Christ Honestly (v. 17-19), and Pursue Christ Humbly 
(v. 20-22). 

 

1. Pursue Christ Fervently. (v. 14-16)  
 
The Lord says, “Write to the angel of the church in Laodicea: Thus says the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the originator of God’s creation: I know your 
works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were cold or hot. So, 
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out 
of my mouth.” Christ expresses His disdain for indifferent Christians. He is not 
pleased by those who are not passionate about the things of God. He basically 
says that lukewarm Christians makes Him sick to the stomach. 

What Christ is saying in the negative, tells us what to do in the positive. That is, 
since Christ abhors nonchalant Christians—we ought to pursue Him fervently. 
 

2. Pursue Christ Honestly. (v. 17-19) 
 

The people in the text saw themselves different from the way Jesus saw them. 
Their assessment of themselves was high and wrong. Jesus’s assessment of 
them was low and right. He knew them better than they knew themselves. Christ 
said to them, “For you say, ‘I’m rich; I have become wealthy and need nothing,’ 
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and you don’t realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked.” 
Christ saw them for who and what they really were. 

He sees us the same way. The challenge for us is to see ourselves how we really 
are and ask the Lord to help us. When we give God truthfulness and 
transparency, He gives us transformation. The more we honestly talk to Him, the 
more He touches us. He says as much in the passage when He declares, “I 
advise you to buy from me gold refined in the fire so that you may be rich, white 
clothes so that you may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be 
exposed, and ointment to spread on your eyes so that you may see. As many as 
I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be zealous and repent.” We must pursue Christ 
honestly. 

3. Pursue Christ Humbly. (v. 20-22) 
 

Friends, God resists the proud and give grace to the humble (1 Pet. 5:6-7). He 
brings low those who exalt themselves, and He exalts those who humble 
themselves (Matt. 23:12). In the text, Christ is saying that he is knocking at the 
door of every saint’s heart, and if the saint opens the door, He will come in and 
eat with him and then he with Christ. Christ was indicating that when you let Him 
into your heart, He moves from the guest in your life to the host in your life. This 
requires humility. 
 
It makes me think about the old Greyhound Bus slogan: “You do the riding and 
leave the driving to us.” We must humble ourselves and give Christ complete 
control over our lives.  

 
Conclusion: May the Lord help us to pursue Him fervently with a passionate heart, 
pursue Him honestly with a sober head, and pursue Him humbly with reverent humility. 
Jesus is knocking at the door of your heart today. If you hadn’t trusted Him as Savior—
let Him in through faith and repentance today. If you have accepted Him as Savior, but 
you have not acknowledged Him as Lord of your life—enthrone Him as King of your 
Heart today.  
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