
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “The Church 
God Desires,” this sermon encourages us to be faithful in all things and faithfully trust 
God as we minister to others. The text teaches us that Christ is the power of the 
Church. There is a sense in which Christ is the power above us—that’s His authority. 
But, Christ is also the power within and through us—that’s His ability. We live in this 
world under His authority and with His ability through the Holy Spirit—that’s The Power 
of the Church.     

Introduction: Christ tells the church in Philadelphia who He is, what He knows, what 
He has done, and what He will do. The Church can be confident and courageous 
because of who He is, what He knows, what He has done, and what He has said He will 
do. 

In this passage, we are encouraged to Trust in the Lord’s Power (v. 7-8), Trust in the 
Lord’s Protection (v. 9-11), and Trust in the Lord’s Promises (v.12-13). Moreover, 
this passage speaks to us about the power to minister in His name, the potential of 
ministry in His name, and the pay-off for ministering in His name. 

 

1. Trust in the Lord’s Power. (v. 7-8)  
 
The way Christ describes himself in the passage calls for us to trust Him. He 
calls himself “the Holy One,” “the true one,” and “the one who has the key of 
David, who opens and no one will close, and who closes and no one opens.” 
Christ has unrestricted authority and unlimited ability. We can place all our 
confidence in Him as we minister to others. 

He tells them, “I know your works. Look, I have placed before you an open door 
that no one can close because you have but a little power, yet you have kept my 
word and have not denied my name.” Christ assures them that He has given the 
freedom to minister anywhere and anytime—and that no one has the power to 
stop what He will do through them that have been faithful to Him. This 
encourages us to trust Him as we minister to others. 
 

2. Trust in the Lord’s Protection. (v. 9-11) 
 

Christ tells the saints who have been faithful that He will exalt them above those 
from the synagogue of Satan and protect them from the hour of testing that will 
come upon the whole world. Then He tells them to guard what they have so no 
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one can take their crown. He basically says to them that He is going to 
personally promote them, protect them, and preserve them. 

We can trust that the Lord will do the same for us as we minister to others. He 
will promote us like a city set on a hill (Matt. 5:13-16). He will protect (Ps. 34:7; 
Heb. 13:5-6). And he will preserve us (Jude 1:24-25). As you minister to others, 
trust in the Lord’s protection. 

3. Trust in the Lord’s Promises. (v. 12-13) 
 

Everything that the Lord says He will do—He will do. In this text, he told the 
saints in Philadelphia that the one who conquers will be made an ever-abiding 
pillar in the temple of God, he would get the name of God, the name of the New 
Jerusalem, and His new name written on him. Our finite minds may not be able 
to plummet the depths of what these promises indicate—what we do know is, if 
God said it, it will come to pass. 
 
That’s the kind of faith that we must serve him with. We must serve the Lord by 
ministering to others—knowing that everything the Lord promised will come to 
pass. Remember the words of the apostle Paul in Ephesians 3:20-21, “Now to 
him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think according to the 
power that works in us— to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.” This passage exhorts us to ask great 
things of God, attempt great things for God, and anticipate great things from 
God—because He is able to do far more than what we can ask or imagine 
according to the Holy Ghost power that is at work in us. 

 
Conclusion: Christ is the power in the church, therefore we can’t underestimate the 
power of the church. Christ has given us the power to minister in His name, Christ has 
opened doors and given us the potential of ministry in His name, and Christ has 
promised to reward us with the pay-off for ministering in His name. Therefore, we must 
faithfully trust God as we minister to others. 
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