
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “The Church 
God Desires,” this sermon from the letter to the church in Sardis exhorts us to be alert, 
be vigilant, and be relevant. The passage warns us against self-deception, self-
destruction, and self-deprivation.      

Introduction: What is being described in the passage is a sleeping church. The church 
is said to have a reputation for being alive, but Christ declares that it is really dead. The 
church assumes that it is alert, but it is really oblivious to the fact that it actually on life 
support. This sounds like some of our congregations today. We are doing well by the 
world’s standards, but we are missing it by kingdom-standards. 

The challenge for this church—and the challenge for us today—is to Be Real Before 
God (v.1-2), Be Responsive to God (v. 3), and Be Renewed by God (v. 4-6). May the 
Lord help us—through this message—to stay alert and focused on the things of God.  

1. Be Real before God. (v. 1-2)  
 
The Lord tells this group, “I know your works, you have a reputation for being 
alive, but you are dead. Be alert and strengthen what remains, which is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete before my God”. What a stinging 
indictment. They think that they are alive, but they are dead and the few things 
that has a little life is actually about to die. Sounds like a classic case of 
consumer Christianity. 

A consumer-Christian is on who goes to church but is not changing. It is a 
Christian who may do church-work but is not involved in the work of the church. It 
may be someone who has good religion, but who lacks a good relationship with 
the Lord. The consumer Christ is the casual Christian who is not walking by the 
Spirit, who is not living by the Book, and who is not falling deeper and deeper in 
love with Christ. The challenge for us is to be real before God—to confess our 
sins, our selfish ambitions, and our success-driven service to God. 
 

2. Be Responsive to God. (v. 3) 
 

In verse two, He called them to vigilance and alertness, but in verse three, He 
calls them to remember, retain, and repent. He wants them to remember the 
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Word that they have received and heard. Then He wants them to retain the Word 
that they have received and heard, And finally, He wants them to repent.  

That’s a word for us. Let’s remember what we have received from the Word (Ps. 
119:9). Let’s retain what we have received from the Word (Ps. 119:11). And, let’s 
repent of the things that have caused us to get away from the things of God (Ps. 
51:1-12). Sometimes we can get too focused on what the world says about us 
and forget or ignore what the Word says about us. We must check our hearts 
(Jer. 17:9) and avail ourselves to the Lord so He can change our hearts. 

3. Be Renewed by God. (v. 4-6) 
 

The words in this portion of the passage are very encouraging. Christ says, “But 
you have a few people in Sardis who have not defiled their clothes, and they will 
walk with me in white, because they are worthy.” Christ is saying that every 
Christian in the congregation is not a consumer Christian, is not a casual 
Christian, and/or is not a carnal Christian. There are some who have kept 
themselves spotless from the world and in intimate fellowship with Christ. 
 
The question becomes: which are you? Are you a committed Christian or are you 
a casual or consumer or carnal Christian. Whatever your answer is, the good 
news is, you can be renewed today. You can be reassured that if you rededicate 
to staying alert and focused on the things of God, God will renew you now and 
reward you later. 

Conclusion: When we’re real with God, we can be real with ourselves. And, when we 
are real with ourselves, we can be real with others. When we are real with others, we 
can be blessed and be a blessing. May the Lord help us to be real with Him, be 
responsive to Him, and be renewed by Him. 
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