
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “The Church 
God Desires,” this sermon teaches us how to keep our hearts pure towards Christ, 
towards culture, and towards consistency. The Lord desires a church that is not 
influenced by the culture, but rather a church that influences the culture. This sermon 
calls us to be salt and light in a world that is marked and marred by corruption and 
darkness. 

Introduction: These words to the church in Thyatira encourages us to maintain our 
purity in terms of our sanctification, in terms of our toleration, and in terms of our 
continuation. Impurity in our lives and in our churches has a tendency to spread like 
cancer which damages—and can ultimately kill—the body. It must be examined and 
excavated. Our impurities must be revealed and removed. 

What is in our hearts will determine what becomes our habits. What we think will drive 
how we live. It is imperative that we have the proper doctrine so we can live with the 
proper devotion. It is imperative that think biblically so we can live biblically. We Must 
Maintain Purity in Terms of Sanctification (v. 18-19), We Must Maintain our Purity 
in Terms of Toleration (v.20-23), and We Must Maintain our Purity in Terms of 
Continuation (v. 24-29). 

1. We Must Maintain Purity in Terms of Sanctification. (v. 18-19)  
 
The Lord says, “Write to the angel of the church in Thyatira: Thus says the Son 
of God, the one whose eyes are like a fiery flame and whose feet are like fine 
bronze:” This reference to the eye of Christ reminds us that He sees everything 
we do & knows everything we think. This alone challenges us to live sanctified 
lives—live that are separated to Him and consecrated for Him. The passage 
speaks to us seeking not to be sinful. 

It not only speaks to us seeking not to be sinful, it also speaks to us seeking to 
be in His service. The Lord says to the saints in Thyatira, “I know your works—
Your love, faithfulness, service, and endurance. I know that your last works are 
greater than the first.” We bring God pleasure by not only seeking to sin less, but 
also by functioning in His service.  
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2. We Must Maintain our Purity in Terms of Toleration. (v. 20-23) 
 

After commending them for their operation in ministry, the Lord scolds them for 
their toleration of a false teacher who deceives the people of God and influences 
them to engage in immorality and idolatry. The Lord warns that He will punish 
both the false teacher and those who are following the teaching. 

In our day of corruption and compromise, we—the church—must be careful not 
to tolerate false teaching and immoral living. We must proclaim the Scriptures, 
uphold the claims of Scripture, and allow Scripture to define what is morally 
acceptable and what is reprehensible. We must allow the Scriptures to be the 
standard and rule of our faith and our actions 

3. We Must Maintain our Purity in Terms of Continuation. (v. 24-29) 
 

Christ acknowledges that there are some in the church in Thyatira that have not 
compromised in terms of sanctification nor toleration. He tells them to keep 
believing what they are believing and keep doing what they are doing. He lets 
them know that He knows that they are not being swayed toward impure 
teaching nor impure living. He tells them to keep on keeping on. 
 
Friend, I say to you today, if you are running for Jesus—Keep on running. If you 
are witnessing for Jesus—Keep on witnessing. If you are making disciples for 
Jesus—Keep on making disciples. Paul tells us to be studious in the Word of the 
Lord (2 Tim. 2:15), to be steadfast in the work of the Lord (I. Cor. 15:58), and to 
be standing in the warfare of the Lord (Eph. 6:10-18). 

Conclusion: We are saved for His service. We are made for His ministry. We are 
rescued to be His representatives, and we are delivered to be and build disciples for 
Him. We must maintain our purity because, purity in all things impacts our service for 
Christ. 
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