
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “The Church 
God Desires,” this sermon explains how we are to stand spiritually, doctrinally, and 
morally. It attests to the fact that when it comes to the doctrine of Christ, there are some 
non-negotiables.     

Introduction: Revelation 2:12-17 records the words that Christ sent to the church in 
Pergamum. Herein our Lord tells the people that they have a new nature, they should 
have a new nuance, and that if they remain faithful, they will have a new name. Christ 
commends them for their operation in ministry and for their sanctification through 
maturity, but them he confronts them about their toleration of a false teacher who 
deceives the people of God and leads them to immorality and idolatry. 

This passage encourages us to stand firm and refuse to compromise. The Lord says to 
them in the passage—and to us through the passage: Don’t Compromise Spiritually 
(v.12-13), Don’t Compromise Doctrinally (v.14-15), and Don’t Compromise Morally 
(v. 16-17).  

1. Don’t Compromise Spiritually. (v. 12-13)  
 
The Lord let’s the saints know that He knows where they live. He says, “I know 
where you live—where Satan’s throne is.” The saints were living where Satan 
was ruling, residing, and ruining lives. But they were not succumbing to Satan. 
Christ says, “Yet you are holding on to my name and did not deny your faith in 
me.” The saints in Pergamum remained faithful even in the face of death. They 
were not compromising spiritually. 

This challenges us to do likewise. In our day, when the devil is seeking to 
redefine marriage, family, gender, and human-worth—we must hold on to the 
name of Christ. In the midst of racial and political polarization, the church must 
firmly hold on to the name of Jesus Christ. We can do this by continuing to walk 
with Christ, witness for Christ, and engage in spiritual warfare through the Holy 
Spirit of Christ. Friend, no matter what it costs you—don’t compromise spiritually. 
 

2. Don’t Compromise Doctrinally. (v. 14-15) 
 

After commending them, the Lord turns around and confronts them. He confronts 
them about allowing themselves to be influenced by the false teachings of 
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Balaam and the Nicolaitans. There were people in the church who were following 
teachings that were contrary to the teachings of Christ—the teaching was 
contrary to the Word of God. This was doctrinal-compromise. 

We must steer clear of doctrinal-compromise. We must believe, teach, and live 
by what Christ said (Col. 3:16-17). We must allow what the Bible says to shape 
how we think, how we feel, and how we live. This is especially true when it 
comes to truths about Jesus Christ. We cannot allow for non-biblical thoughts 
and teachings about Christ to take root in our hearts, minds, lives, or churches. 
Don’t compromise doctrinally. 

3. Don’t Compromise Morally. (v. 16-17) 
 

In the previous verses, Christ made it clear that these false teachers were 
influencing the people in the church to engage in idolatry and immorality. As 
night follows day, moral compromise always come when there is doctrinal 
compromise. What you believe influences how you behave. Some of the saints in 
Pergamum were living like lost people—they were sinning like sinners sin. They 
were compromising morally. 
 
The call in the text and the call upon us today is to repent. Christ said, ‘So 
repent! Otherwise, I will come to you quickly and fight against them with the 
sword of my mouth.” If there is any form of idolatry or immorality in our lives we 
must repent. We must not only be uncompromising in our walk with Christ and in 
the Word of Christ, but we must also be uncompromising in our morality as we 
walk with Christ. 

Conclusion: The more we compromise, the easier it becomes to compromise some 
more. Let us not deviate from our relationship with Christ, not distort the revelation of 
Christ, and not disobey the moral requirements of Christ. 
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