
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “The Church 
God Desires,” this sermon exhorts us to remain devoted when under demonic attack. It 
gives us some keys to keeping on when times get tough. God desires a church that 
remains faithful and focused when times are difficult.     

Introduction: In this second letter to the seven churches in Asia, the Lord uses the 
apostle John to give us some pointers on persisting under pressure. This text speaks to 
Who we serve, to what we suffer, and to how we are sabotaged. We serve the One who 
calls himself “the First and the Last,” the One “who was dead and came to life.” We—
like the saints in Smyrna—are subject to suffer affliction, poverty, and slander. Paul 
says in 2 Timothy 3:12 “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted.” We serve Christ, we will suffer persecution from those who don’t 
serve Christ, and we are subject to be sabotaged by Satan. The text says, “Look, the 
devil is about to throw some of you into prison to test you.” Just as Satan was busy in 
that church trying to discourage, divide, divert, and destroy the saints, he is busy doing 
the same things in our churches today. 

This text reminds us of our spiritual supply and our spiritual security. It does so by 
speaking to Our Riches in Christ (v.8-9), Our Resilience through Christ (v.10-a), and 
Our Rewards from Christ (v.10b-11). To be steadfast in difficulties we must… 

 

1. Be Conscious of Our Riches in Christ. (v. 8-9)  
 
Christ opens this passage reminding the church of who He is and what they 
have. He tells them that He is the First and the Last, and that He was dead but 
was raised to life. He is essentially reminding them that He has unmatchable 
authority and ability. Then after assuring them that he is aware of their affliction 
and poverty, he says, “but you are rich.” That is, regardless of their earthly 
circumstances or financial status—they are rich in Jesus Christ.  

This is important for us to remember. Remember that in Christ we are already 
blessed with all spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3). In Christ, we are more than 
conquerors (Rom. 8:37), and in Christ we have been given everything required 
for life and godliness (2 Pet. 2:3-4). Knowing what we have in Christ will help us 
remain steadfast in difficulties. To be steadfast in difficulties we must not only be 
conscious of our riches in Christ, but we must also… 
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2. Be Cultivating Our Resilience through Christ. (v. 10a) 
 

The Lord gives the command, “Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer.” 
He was calling the church in Smyrna to be resilient. He is calling the church 
today to be resilient. Listen, not being fearful and being resilient does not come 
naturally. This courage and consistency must be cultivated over time. You can’t 
get ready for the battle when the battle is already underway. You can’t prepare 
for the storm when the storm is raging. You must already be prepared when the 
battle and when the storm comes. 

We cultivate our resilience through Christ by spending time with Him in prayer 
and in the Word of God. The more we talk to God through prayer and allow God 
to talk to us through His Word, the more resilient we become. Our faith is made 
robust, and our wills are made solid through our engagement in the Word and 
prayer. We must take our cue from what the Lord told Joshua when they were 
getting ready to go into the promise land. He said in Joshua 1:8-9 “This book of 
instruction must not depart from your mouth; you are to meditate on it day and 
night so that you may carefully observe everything written in it. For then you will 
prosper and succeed in whatever you do. Haven’t I commanded you: be strong 
and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” Well, to be steadfast in Difficulties we must be conscious 
of our riches in Christ, we must be cultivating our resilience through Christ, and 
we must… 

3. Be Concentrating on Our Rewards from Christ. (v. 10b-11) 
 

Christ says in the text, “Be faithful to the point of death, and I will give you the 
crown of life.” He, Christ reminds us that serving the Lord will pay-off afterwhile. 
The Lord will reward your faithfulness. James said that all who endure temptation 
will receive the crown of life (James 1:12). Paul said because he had fought the 
good fight, kept the faith, and finished the race, he would receive a crown of 
life—and so would all those who love His appearing (2 Tim. 4:8). The Lord 
rewards faithfulness now, and He will all the more reward faithfulness when we 
stand before Him. We must search the Scriptures to discover all that God has 
promised us. Then, we must concentrate on those regards and allow them to 
motivate us to remain steadfast in difficulties. This text promises a crown of life 
and never being harmed by the second death.  

 
Conclusion: May the Lord help us to be conscious of our riches in Christ, to be 
constantly cultivating our resilience through Christ, and to be concentrating on our 
rewards from Christ. No matter what you are going through right now, remember that 
you will rest with him, reign with Him, and reside with Him forever!!! 
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