
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Uncompromising with 
Truth,” this sermon will expound upon Paul’s teaching to his protege Timothy.  Paul discipled 
Timothy in the faith and called Timothy to live an uncompromising life for others to see. 

Introduction:  The word compromise means to concede a particular point or to find a middle 
ground.  It is wise to find a middle ground of some things.  To remain rigid on each and every 
topic will leave us without many friends.  But there are some things that we need not 
compromise on.  Paul, in his effort to disciple Timothy, shared four areas in which he should 
never seek to find a middle ground.  Instead, Timothy was to stand upon the convictions he was 
taught no matter how difficult the situation. 

I. I will not compromise my lifestyle (v. 10-11) 
 Timothy did not compromise his lifestyle.  We know this to be true because Paul told  
 Timothy that he had followed Paul’s teaching.  The word followed, in the original  
 language, is written as a statement of fact.  This does not indicate that Timothy had  
 completed his journey, but it does show that Timothy was actively following Paul. 
 

Paul goes on to applaud Timothy’s efforts by listing how he was following Paul’s 
example.  First, Timothy was faithful in his conduct, this represents his daily behavior 
and activities.  Second, Timothy was faithful to love others sacrificially.  Finally, 
Timothy was able to endure.  This shows that he was steadfast in his convictions.  Each 
of these characteristics that Timothy personally embraced showed that he was not willing 
to compromise his convictions as it related to his daily lifestyle.  He was not going to 
behave one way around Paul and another way around his friends. 

 
At least two vital questions come from this truth.  First, is my lifestyle of such a nature 
that others would want to follow me as I follow Jesus?  This is what Paul modeled for 
Timothy.  Second, who am I watching, in the same manner that Timothy watched Paul, 
so that I can follow them as they follow Jesus?  If we do not ask and answer these 
questions, we are apt to compromise our lifestyles. 

 
II. I will not compromise in the midst of persecution (v. 12-13) 

Persecution has a way of separating those who truly know and love Jesus from those who 
see Jesus as a means to personal gain.  Everyone is fine with following Jesus as long as 
they get what they want.  But, when persecution comes along, only the authentic follower 
of Christ continues to profess faith in Jesus.  It is this faithful follower that has 
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predetermined he or she will not compromise even in the midst of persecution.  This was 
true of Paul and Timothy and it should be true of us as well. 

 
It would be wise for all of us to understand that persecution is a part of being a follower 
of Jesus.  Paul distinctly says, “all who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted.”  Jesus told His disciples in the Sermon on the Mount, “You are blessed 
when others insult you and persecute you falsely” (Matt. 5:11).  Both passages indicate 
that persecution is inevitable.  Knowing that persecution is on the way for those who truly 
profess faith in Christ, allows us to commit today to not compromise our faith when 
persecution arrives.  

 
III. I will not compromise my beliefs (v. 14-15) 
 Paul now issues his first command to Timothy from within this section.  He tells Timothy 
 to continue in what he had learned and firmly believed.  Several words from verse 14  
 need to capture our attention.  First, Timothy was commanded to continue.  This shows 
 that Timothy was already traveling down the correct path.  His lifestyle, even in the midst 
 of persecution, was without compromise.  Second, he was to continue in what he had  
 learned and believed.  The combination of learn and believe shows a progression.   
 Timothy had not simply learned a set of facts to recite when asked.  Instead, he had come  
 to personally believe them and thereby live by the things he had been taught. 
 
 When and where did Timothy learn and come to personally believe these things?  Paul  
 answers this question for us in verse 15.  Timothy had learned these things from infancy.  
 Second Timothy 1:5 shows that it was Timothy’s mom and grandmother had first   
 instructed him in the faith.  Paul also answers where he learned these things, from the  
 sacred Scriptures.  The reason Timothy did not compromise his beliefs was because his  
 convictions were built upon the truths of God’s word and not personal opinion.  If we  
 desire to be uncompromising in our beliefs, then our beliefs need to be biblically   
 founded. 
 
IV. I will not compromise God’s word (v. 16-17) 

Given the fact that Timothy’s uncompromising beliefs were founded upon God’s word, 
we must ask if God’s word is reliable?  The easy and accurate answer is yes.  As we see 
from this verse, all Scripture is inspired by God.  At the time that Paul wrote this, what 
we call the Old Testament was being taught.  Portions of the New Testament were also 
being taught at this time.  Therefore, the truth of this verse addresses both the Old and 
New Testaments. 

  
 As God’s word is taught and those who receive it do not compromise nor change it, the  
 result is that the individual is equipped for every good work.  Returning once again to the  
 Sermon on the Mount Jesus said, “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
 your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).  Every follower  
 of Jesus has a good work prepared for them (Eph. 2:10).  They are able to accomplish this 
 work by submitting to God’s will as outlined in His word.  As this takes place, others see  
 this good work being lived out and God is glorified.  Bringing glory to God and enjoying  
 Him forever is what we have all been created to do. 



 

 

  
Conclusion:  It is okay to compromise on where to go for lunch after church.  It is also okay to 
compromise on what the family might watch on television.  It is not okay to compromise, 
however, on the things that we know to be true about God as outlined in His word.  Living an 
uncompromising lifestyle might not get us invited to every gathering, but it will allow us to 
model for our kids and grandchildren what it means to faithfully follow Jesus. 
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