
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Characterized by Love,” 
this sermon will explore Jesus’ teaching of the Great Commandment.  When Jesus was asked 
what the most important commandment was, He did not hesitate to answer in saying that it was 
to love the Lord your God with all that you are and love your neighbor as yourself. 

Introduction:  Everyone enjoys going to a wedding.  It is always a celebration to see a bride and 
groom exchange vows and promises to each other in the presence of God and those at the 
wedding. It would not go over well if the groom promised to love his bride 99% of the time.  The 
father of the bride might have something to say about this.  While 99% is a great number, 100% 
is required.  The bride and groom are to love each other with all that they are.  This is true in the 
marriage relationship between a husband and his wife.  It is also true between Christ and His 
bride, the church.  He wants the church to love Him with all that they are and thereby be 
characterized by love for Him and each other. 

I. Loving God with all . . . . 
 The word love can mean a host of things to a host of people.  We can say that we love our 
 family enough to die for them, we love our favorite team or meal and we love spending  
 time with our friends.  We use the same word, but they all have a different meaning.  The  
 word Jesus used in this passage was a love of self-sacrifice.  He was calling His church to 
 love God more than anything else.  This is the love that Christ has for us and He wants us 
 to love Him this way too. 
 

A. Your heart (v. 37) 
 The heart represents the center of who we are.  We are able to quickly determine that God 
 is very interested in our heart.  Solomon called us to trust in the Lord with all of our heart 
 (Prov. 3:5).  David prayed that God would search and know his heart (Psalm 139:23).   
 The starting point in a love relationship with Jesus is to fall in love with Him with our  
 whole heart.  If we engage Him with our minds and actions, but miss the heart, we have  
 missed His calling. 
 

B. Your soul (v. 37) 
The word “soul” is an emotional word.  Some might say that they are not emotional 
people.  Let’s see how they respond when their favorite team scores or one of their 
grandchildren wins first place.  If it is okay to be excited about things like this, then it is 
okay to be excited about Christ and an empty tomb.  It is okay to celebrate when one who 
was lost is found (Luke 15:10).  This does not mean that we go overboard and become 
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disrespectful of God.  But, we also need not disregard our emotions.  He wants us to love 
Him with all of our soul. 

 
C. Your mind (v. 37) 

 Paul told the church at Rome to “not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the  
 renewing of your mind” (Rom. 12:2).  The renewing of one’s mind is a continual and  
 ongoing process.  Loving God with our mind means to daily spend time with Him in His  
 word and to ask Him to align our thoughts with His.   
 

D. Your strength (Mark 4:30) 
 Strength means action.  If I truly love my family, then my actions will back this up.   
 Someone should be able to look at my life and see me providing for my family’s   
 physical, emotional and spiritual needs.  If, however, someone only heard me say that I  
 love my family and saw no evidence of this, my actions would not support my words.   
 While we are not saved by works, our works provide evidence of salvation (Eph. 2:8-10).  
 Part of  being characterized by love, is loving God with our actions. 
 
II. Loving our neighbor (v. 39) 
 Jesus’ command does not stop at merely loving God with all that we are.  He also calls us 
 to love our neighbor as ourselves.  He again uses the word for love that indicates a  
 love of self sacrifice.   
 

Loving our neighbor can come in at least two large categories.  One category of neighbor 
can be those within the church fellowship.  Churches are all too often known for internal 
conflicts over secondary issues.  A perceived snub on social media or a disagreement 
over a non-theological issue between church members should not stop us from loving one 
another.  The second category of neighbor are those outside of the church family. 
Churches can become so loving within the church that we forget to love those outside of 
the fellowship.  Obedience to this portion of the Great Commandment is evident in a 
loving church family that also loves those outside of the family.  

 
Conclusion: You cannot hide genuine love.  When a husband and wife exchange vows, their 
love is evident.  The love that a husband and wife of 50+ years have for one other is also evident.  
Both examples of this type of love is celebrated by all those who observe it.  This is the type of 
love that characterizes a follower of Jesus.  We are to love Him with all that we are and love our 
neighbor as ourselves. 
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