
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Elijah: Living 
Outside the Comfort Zone," in this session we learn about Serving With Loyalty. We 
learn that loyalty also includes standing in the midst of adversity. We will find that not 
only was Elijah loyal; he was loyal to GOD with confidence. 

Introduction: I used to go the park to play basketball as a youth. Some of the kids I played with 
were great at the game. They had raw talent. They were also able to develop skills from their 
older brothers or dads. However, when their brothers or dads showed up, my friends did not 
stand a chance against them. In this message we will see what happens when the real 
originator "GOD" is placed against imitation gods.  
 

1. Pre-Game Show (1 Kings 18:20) 
The Pre-Game show is an introduction. We pick up in verse 20 where we find Elijah 
setting up for a big showdown. The very first thing we see is Elijah's confidence. Often 
times GOD will take us through a challenging season only to prepare us for a great 
victory, but that victory cannot come unless our faith is strong in GOD and we yield great 
confidence.   
 

2. Let the People See (1 Kings 18:21) 
In verse 21, we see separation in the people–separation because of what they believe.  
Just like many of us today, individuals are challenged when having to make a choice 
between serving God or a false god. But they must make a decision between God and 
Baal. We actually do that to ourselves when we try to make a choice between a service 
to God or service to the world. Matthew 6:24 tells us we can't serve two masters. We will 
either love one and despise the other or hold to one and hate the other. However, 
because of Elijah’s passion and love for people he decided to let the people see who 
God was. Sometimes in our life we have to allow God to use us as a living testimony for 
others to see the ability of God. This is not tempting God. This actually allows God to 
use us so that others may be able to increase their faith and trust in Him.    

 
3. Size Doesn't Matter (I Kings 18:22-26) 

In the beginning of verse 22, Elijah stood by himself as a prophet of the Lord. He stood 
against Baal’s prophets. Sometimes in our lives we may be the only one standing for 
God. Many of you have run across this in your jobs, school, or even in your family 
gatherings–forcing you to ask God, "Am I the only one who believes in you?" However, 
we cannot allow a fear of being alone make us change our service to God. Elijah was 
put in that situation because God could trust him. We must ask ourselves, "Can God 
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trust me?" Do we have the boldness and confidence to stand against people who don't 
believe like we believe, and we remain bold? Also, can we have compassion for others 
in their ignorance? Although Elijah saw the fallacies in their belief system and their 
degradation towards God, he did not allow that to make him angry. Instead, he saw an 
opportunity for God to be God. Also, just because they looked holy doesn't mean they 
were holy. All of the prophets were dressed in their holy regalia, crying out to their false 
God but to no avail. You can't just look the part. You must be connected to the right God. 
 

4. The Great Set-up for Victory (1 Kings 18:31-40) 
In verses 31-40, we learn the importance of following directions. Elijah gave specific 
instructions on how to set up the altar. Many times, things don't have to make sense, or 
things may seem repetitive, but there is a purpose in everything we do for God. I’m sure 
it seemed crazy to some people why Elijah kept pouring water on the burnt sacrifice and 
the wood. How many times have we not done what God asked because it didn't make 
sense? How many times did we not do what our parents asked us to do because it didn't 
make sense? Think about how much heartache and pain we could have relieved 
ourselves of. How much time we wasted trying to do things our way simply because it 
didn't make sense to us. Thankfully, Elijah wasn’t hard-headed like us. However, we can 
learn something from this. As I stated earlier, it doesn't have to make sense. After Elijah 
fulfilled his obligation of setting up the offering, God did what we say in the Baptist 
Church, “He showed up and showed out.” We find that not only did God show up, but 
the people turned from Baal and turned to the Lord. What we can learn from this is that if 
we are obedient to the process, God will be faithful in the battle. That’s a great set-up for 
victory.     

 
Conclusion: It has often been asked, "To whom will you trust?" Oftentimes while we are 
serving people, we will be tempted to change our beliefs or doubt our faith. However, we must 
remember that GOD has already given us our victory through our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus. 
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