
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Elijah: Living Outside 
the Comfort Zone," we learn to Serve with Trust, a literal walk we all must have with God. This 
lesson will teach on understanding the importance of trusting God to fulfill our day-to-day needs. 
We often trust God in the abundance, but we don't trust God enough to handle our everyday 
needs. 
 
Introduction: We all have been at a place called "There." It's a place of not knowing what you 
are going to eat, how your bills will be paid, or even where you are going to live. In this text, God 
uses an unusual source to feed Elijah–a raven and a widow.  Similarly, Scripture tells us in 
Matthew 6:26 that if we look at the birds in the air they don't sow or reap or store away in barns, 
and yet our heavenly Father feeds them. Just like birds, we are not to worry! We may lose our 
family members, friends, or even a job. We can lose everything we have, but it's important for 
us not to lose our faith!  At times, our faith is all we have! 
 

1. Signs of the Promise (1 Kings 17:7-8)  
We pick up in 1 Kings 17 where Elijah has been depending on God. However, we are 
about to see that the way he once depended on God was about to shift. But God did not 
just change gears without first giving Elijah instructions on where his next supply would 
come from. Often times we miss our next instructions from God because we are so 
caught up on handling the change or shift from God. Elijah, on the other hand, saw how 
God provided for him and understood that the brook running dry was a sign of the 
promise of the drought to come. That is how Elijah knew he was in God 's care. We must 
focus on the promises of God instead of the circumstances of our situation.  
 

2. Obedience in the Right Now (1 Kings 17:9-11) 
As we already know, Elijah walked in boldness, and there is a lot to be said about that. 
Most believers are too timid to pray in front of others let alone openly share the gospel. 
How can one begin to think that God will move for them, when they won't move for Him? 
Elijah did not hesitate to get up from where he was in order to venture to his new 
destination that was appointed by God. Then once he arrived there, he walked in the 
obedience and authority of God to make a request. See this is where God wants us, so 
that He can use us to serve Him. However, I am curious. How many believers would 
have tried to find another way instead of humbling themselves? See, when God says 
move, we should move right then without hesitation. I always compare it to the scenario 
of "if you received a phone call saying that you inherited $100 million, but you had to 
stop what you're doing right then to receive it, what would you do?" Many would instantly 
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drop what they were doing. But, when it comes to God, we wait and contemplate. When 
God is actually worth far more than $100 million. We must move for God in the fashion 
that we want Him to move for us. 

 
3. Obedience in Sacrifice (1 Kings 17:12-16) 

Here we find the greatest level of obedience, which is sacrifice. We are already familiar 
with the text in 1 Samuel 15:22 when Samuel asks, “Does the LORD take pleasure in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the LORD? Look: to obey is better 
than sacrifice.” However, we find in these verses that Elijah wanted the widow to be 
obedient in her sacrifice. How often do we hold back from what God has told us to do, or 
to give out of fear of being left "empty handed"? The other point in this is that the widow 
was so distraught that the only thing she could see is death. Elijah probably thought God 
sent him there to save his life, but he was actually sent there to save hers and her son's 
life. 
  
Now, this last part always amazes me. See, this is the part where God was creating a 
famine and drought in other places, but God was granting surplus here. We have often 
heard the phrase "You can't see the forest for the trees," but here we find that this 
woman could not see the bread for the flour mill; she only saw what she didn't have. 
However, God 's provision was more than enough because of Elijah and her obedience.  
Let's just think, what would have happened had Elijah not followed God?  I'm glad that 
he wasn't the only one that followed God in what appeared to be dark times. Christ also 
pushed through the dark times to save us and give us life everlasting. See Christ’s 
Garden of Gethsemane moment was a time of challenge and sacrifice in obedience.   

 
Conclusion: At times our obedience may not make sense to us; however, we have to place our 
faith and trust in our Maker, our Lord and Savior. Throughout our lives we may go through a 
drought from time-to-time. The droughts of our lives may be in the form of sickness, death, or 
even a relationship that leaves us broken. When we are going through a drought, remember 
that in John 4:14, if we drink from the water that Christ offers, we will never thirst again. We 
have to stand on the promises of God. God will always provide. In Romans 8:28, “We know that 
all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose.” Elijah was called and God provided for him using unusual sources. His obedience 
and faith carried him. We have to walk in obedience and have the same kind of faith that Elijah 
had.  
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