
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Elijah: Living Outside 
the Comfort Zone," we learn about faith; however, we also see how different leaders have faith 
in different things and how some only had faith in themselves. God wants us to have faith only 
in Him. So what does faith in God look like in actuality?  
 
Introduction: Many of us are familiar with the Scripture verse, "Some take pride in chariots, 
and others in horses, but we take pride in the name of the Lord our God" (Ps 20:7). Before 
Elijah could even be introduced we learn about the kings of Israel, all who were worse than the 
one before. Like many of us today, we see how some trusted in everything, but God. However, 
developing godly faith comes with sacrifices. 
 

1. The Set Up for Destruction (I Kings 16:28-30)  
In this passage, Ahab has taken over rulership from his father Ahab. Like most people, 
when you raise children in a privileged household (especially without God) you will more 
than likely develop a brat, a child that feels entitled. Like some youth today, they feel 
everything they desire they deserve by any means necessary. Ahab grew up seeing and 
hearing about deceit and selfishness, so there is no wonder that he became who he 
was. Remember people imitate what they see and value. As children in Christ, we can 
also develop bad habits because of what we grew up around. When these bad habits 
aren't corrected and called out, we can continue to perpetuate the bad behavior; 
however, God can bring any and everything to a halt or change as we will see. 
 

2. Connected for Destruction (I Kings 16:31-33) 
In Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, God said: "Two are better than one because they have a good 
reward for their efforts. For if either falls, his companion can lift him up; but pity the one 
who falls without another to lift him up. Also, if two lie down together, they can keep 
warm; but how can one person alone keep warm? And if someone overpowers one 
person, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not easily broken.” 

 
I don't believe the union between Ahab and Jezebel is what God had in mind, but so 
often the people we connect with will either help us to be better or to be worse. There is 
an old saying that water seeks its level, and that is exactly what happened here. Just 
when one would think Ahab could not be any worse, he goes out and marries a woman 
who is just as deceitful and cruel as he was, if not more so. Sometimes instead of 
connecting with people that makes us comfortable, we should connect with people who 
challenge us to be and do better. We also have to be conscientious of the company we 
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keep. First Corinthians 15:33 confirms this, “Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company corrupts 
good morals.’” So, we must be intentional about being better for God, instead of being 
better for our own selfishness.  

 
3. A Walk in Boldness (I Kings 17:1) 

The kings proceeding and including Ahab trusted in their finances or their strengths and 
sometimes even in their cunning ways, but we find that the prophet Elijah placed his 
faith in God.  How often have we exemplified this kind of bold faith? Just imagine 
walking into a room in which you are not welcome and then standing up for what you 
believe in against those that not only disagree with you but dislike you and want your 
destruction. That is exactly what Elijah did. Just like in the 60s when Civil Rights leaders 
would eat at whites only lunch counters, go to voting poles, or even go to schools where 
blacks weren't welcomed, Elijah defied the odds as well. Except, Elijah did it by himself. 
Just him and God. When was the last time we were that bold and that confident? Being 
a believer in Christ is more than words–it's also actions. In the Book James, the brother 
of Jesus asks, “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith 
but does not have works? Can such faith save him?” (James 2:14). Don’t hide your faith. 
Like Elijah we have to find that boldness and courage to face those things that are not of 
God. 

 
4. Depending on God (I Kings 17:2-6) 

In the final scene of this message, we see that Elijah is depending on God. It is truly one 
thing to say we have faith, and sometimes actually have faith, when our foundational 
needs are already in place; however, we see that Elijah was without foundational needs. 
God sent him out into the wilderness with no food, shelter, or water, and he obeyed 
without hesitation. Here we see the deference in what Elijah trusted in versus what Ahab 
trusted in. Elijah literally had to wait on God. I'm sure he saw his resources dwindling 
down, but Scripture does not show us where he doubted God. I know many of us start to 
worry if we hear that our company is downsizing. We will be the first ones asking for 
prayer, starting to look for a new job, and starting to cry and worry without first talking to 
God. In the gospel of Matthew, Christ tells us, “But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you. Therefore, don’t worry about 
tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its 
own (Matt. 6:33-34). 
 
Elijah was already seeking God, but God still had more to show him. He still 
needed to increase his faith and confidence in God. Oftentimes God is just 
growing our faith, so that it may be strong in battle. In the end, we will see God's 
Word stand tall. So how can we be more faithful to and trusting of God?  

 
 
Conclusion: We must understand that even if we have the greatest education, the best job, or 
come from a powerful family, none of that can compare to God. Ahab thought he was in control 
because he inherited what he thought was strength and power. Ahab even thought his union to 
Jezebel would make him invincible, but he forgot that Elijah's union with God was stronger.  We 
must put our faith in God and no one or nothing else.   
 



 

 

Jéan L. Ward is a graduate of Morehouse College with a degree in Psychology and Criminal 
Justice, and he has obtained a Master's in Theology. Jéan has been in a Pastoral position for 
nearly 25 years and has planted several churches. He currently serves as the Associate Pastor 
of Connect Church and The Executive Director of the African American Fellowship for the 
Georgia Baptist Convention. Jéan lives by the mottos "Ministry Made Simple" and "Love The 
Heck out of People" 


