
FAMILY CONNECTION
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.
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Scripture: Nehemiah 8:1-12

Live It Out: Review the Bible story. Say that the Bible teaches about God. Review some 
favorite Bible stories such as Creation, Noah, and baby Moses.

All of the people gathered together in front of a high platform. Ezra stood on the platform 
so everyone could see him.

Ezra started reading the Bible scroll to the people. They listened quietly. They wanted to 
know what God wanted them to do. The people worshiped God as they heard the words.

While Ezra read, the people became sad. They had not been obeying God.
Some men helped the people understand what they heard. They told the people, “Do not 

be sad. This is a special day. God wants you to be happy. Go home and cook some good food. 
Share your food with people who do not have food to eat.”

All of the people went to their homes. They cooked and shared the food with others. 
Everyone was happy because they understood what the Bible said.

Scripture: Nehemiah 8:1-12

Live It Out: Stand to honor God as you and your child open a Bible to Nehemiah 8:1-12 and 
review the Bible story. Emphasize the importance of reading Scripture to worship God.

People came to Jerusalem to hear the teaching of the law. 
Ezra stood on a tall wooden platform. Important men stood on either side of Ezra. When 

he opened the book, the people stood. Ezra read aloud the book of the law from early morning 
until the middle of the day. Everyone listened closely.

Levites explained God’s law to the people. The Levites also read out of the book and 
translated it for the people so they could understand it.

The people began to cry. They realized they had broken many of God’s laws. Nehemiah 
told the people to be happy and worship God. Nehemiah said, “Go, eat, and give food to those 
who have none. Today is a holy day to God.”

The people ate, drank, and shared their food. They had a great celebration.
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CONNECTION POINT: 
Our daily conversations 
are opportunities to 
share Christ.

THE BIBLE MEETS 
LIFE: America is a 
very diverse country: 
cultures, ethnicities, 
worldviews, and 
preferences. It is our 
human nature to 
gravitate toward people 
who are more like us, 
but the beauty of the 
gospel is that it is not 
only for people “just like 
us.” The gospel speaks 
to any culture, any 
time, and any place. In 
Acts 17, Paul gave us 
an example of how to 
communicate the gospel 
in any situation.

LIVE IT OUT: Your 
student has been 
encouraged to take 
practical steps to take 
his or her faith and 
Live It Out. Scripture: Acts 17:16-18,22-23,30-31

• What steps can we take to become more sensitive toward opportunities to share 
the gospel?

• What stands out to you about Paul’s approach to sharing the gospel?
• What truths are essential when communicating the gospel?

Live It Out: As followers of Jesus, our relationship with Him is the center of our lives and 
defines who we are. Loving Him is the defining characteristic of our lives. If these things are 
true, Jesus will be continually in our thoughts, and it’s only natural that He would come up in 
our conversations. One of the most powerful ways God’s kingdom advances is through His 
people sharing the gospel, and He has called us to share of His love for all people, including 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, and His plan to restore all that sin has broken.

This week, be intentional with your Christian friends and talk about what you’re reading 
in Scripture, how you’re experiencing blessings, or even how you’re struggling. 


