
FAMILY CONNECTION
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

PRESCHOOL

KIDS

STUDENTS

Scripture: Luke 2:40-52

Live It Out: Help your child understand the Jesus in today’s Bible story is the same Jesus 
whose birth he learned about last week. Tell him that Jesus grew, just as God planned.

Jesus grew. When Jesus was 12 years old, He went to the temple in Jerusalem with His 
parents, Mary and Joseph. They traveled with their friends and family.

When it was time to leave, everyone started home together. When they stopped, Mary and 
Joseph began to look for Jesus. They could not find Him. No one knew where Jesus was.

Mary and Joseph hurried back and looked for Jesus for three days. They found Him in the 
temple, listening to the teachers and asking them questions. 

Mary said, “We have been looking for You everywhere.”
Jesus answered, “Didn’t you know I would be at the temple talking about God?”
Jesus went home with His parents and did what they told Him to do. Jesus grew older and 

stronger.

Scripture: Luke 2:40-52

Live It Out: Even though Jesus was God, he came to earth as a human. He grew from a baby 
into man. Help your child think of other ways Jesus showed that He was human.

Jesus’ family moved back to Nazareth. Jesus grew stronger and wiser. When Jesus was 12 
years old, He went with His parents and others from Nazareth to Jerusalem.  

After traveling for a whole day, the group stopped. Mary and Joseph looked for Jesus but 
could not find Him. 

Mary and Joseph hurried back to Jerusalem. For three days they searched for Jesus. 
Finally, they found Him. Jesus was sitting in the temple with the teachers. 

Mary said, “I was very worried when we could not find You.”
Jesus replied, “Didn’t you know I would be in My Father’s house?”
Jesus went home with them to Nazareth. He obeyed them and grew in favor with God and 

people.
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CONNECTION POINT: 
Take your anger to God 
and leave matters in 
His hands.

THE BIBLE MEETS 
LIFE: Anger can flare 
in a moment. Injustice 
to others can—and 
should—make us angry, 
but too often our anger 
is generated from an 
“injustice” to us: our 
expectations or desires 
are stepped on. In anger, 
we take matters into our 
own hands; we spew 
vicious words and find 
ways to retaliate. In 
Psalm 35, the psalmist 
experienced the 
injustice of others, yet 
he showed us how to 
redirect our anger and 
look to God instead.

LIVE IT OUT: Your 
student has been 
encouraged to take 
practical steps to take 
his or her faith and 
Live It Out.

Scripture: Psalm 35:1-3,13-18
• What might keep us from being honest with God about our anger?
• When have you been treated unkindly or unfairly by others?
• Why is it difficult to leave matters in God’s hands?

Live It Out: Anger is one of those things we may be tempted to justify, claiming that Jesus 
was angry at times. However, we need to be very careful not to confuse righteous anger with 
selfish anger. When Christians justify any sin, whether it’s anger or something else, this may 
interrupt the relational intimacy we enjoy with the Father, and it causes us to miss out on 
many blessings He desires for us. 

Jesus’ anger was never selfish in nature. Instead, it was always because others were 
dishonoring His Father. Challenge your student to consider times when he or she was angry 
in the past. What was the reason behind that anger? Was it for selfish or righteous reasons?


