
FAMILY CONNECTION
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

PRESCHOOL

KIDS

STUDENTS

Scripture: Luke 2:1-20

Live It Out: Start a new Christmas tradition in your family. Ensure your child has an active 
part. Keep the focus of Christmas on Jesus.

The leader of the country decided to count all the people. Mary and Joseph went to 
Bethlehem, Joseph’s hometown, to be counted. Bethlehem was crowded with people. 

They found a place where they could rest. The time came for Baby Jesus to be born. Mary 
wrapped the baby in soft cloths and laid Him in a manger. 

Shepherds were watching their sheep. An angel appeared, and a bright light shone around 
the shepherds. The angel said, “Do not be afraid. I have good news for you! A baby was born 
in Bethlehem. He is God’s Son. You will find Him lying in a manger.” More angels appeared 
and praised God.

The shepherds decided to go to Bethlehem. They found Baby Jesus, just as the angel had 
said. The shepherds told everyone what they had seen and heard. 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-20

Live It Out: If your child is not a Christian, share the plan of salvation with her. If your child 
is a Christian, help him practice the plan of salvation to share with a friend.

The emperor wanted to count the people in his empire. Everyone had to go to their 
hometowns to register and be counted.

Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem. The city was crowded, but Joseph finally found a 
place for them to stay. While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, Mary gave birth to Jesus. 
Mary wrapped the baby in cloths and laid him in a manger.

Shepherds watched their sheep. An angel appeared and told them about the birth of the 
Baby. The angels said the baby was lying in a manger. Then many angels were praising God. 

The shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to see what had happened. They found Baby Jesus in 
the manger. 

The shepherds went back to their fields, telling people what they had seen and heard.
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Unit 1, Session 3

CONNECTION POINT: 
We can experience great 
joy because Jesus saves.

THE BIBLE MEETS 
LIFE: For most people, 
the Christmas season is 
a joyous time. Families 
gather, parties are 
held, and presents are 
exchanged. The joy 
often dissipates when 
families depart, the 
decorations are put 
away, and life’s routine 
returns to normal. Too 
many people miss the 
greater joy associated 
with this season: the 
birth of Christ who 
brings salvation. 
Walking and living in 
His salvation gives us 
joy—an eternal joy—
that outward trappings 
cannot remove.

LIVE IT OUT: Your 
student has been 
encouraged to take 
practical steps to take 
his or her faith and 
Live It Out.

Scripture: Psalm 95:1-3; Luke 2:4-14
• What are some ways you can express joy and thanks to the Lord during your 

daily routines?
• How did the birth of Jesus bring salvation to us?
• Why is Jesus’ birth a cause of joy for people from every part of the world?

Live It Out: In this life, we will face difficult circumstances. Mary endured the shame of 
pregnancy outside marriage. The disciples suffered the death of their Teacher. Yet these were 
temporary, and the victory and blessings on the other side of these experiences made the 
suffering worth it. We can have joy, even in difficult times, when we focus on the things that 
await God’s people in eternity.

Consider where your joy comes from. Is it found in earthly things or your salvation in 
Jesus? Discuss joy with your student, and if needed, determine what steps to take in order to 
find joy in Christ.


