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CONNECTION POINT: 
God responds to our 
sorrow with grace and 
compassion.

THE BIBLE MEETS 
LIFE: When we 
experience loss or the 
death of a loved one, 
we grieve. Grief is a 
natural and expected 
response; it reflects 
the love or feelings we 
have for what was lost. 
Grief can be devastating 
when we’re unable to 
move beyond it, but 
grief can be healthy 
when it’s balanced with 
hope and trust in God. 
As we learn to see life, 
loss, and even death 
from God’s perspective, 
we are able to move 
forward in His mercy 
and love.

LIVE IT OUT: Your 
student has been 
encouraged to take 
practical steps to take 
his or her faith and 
Live It Out.

Scripture: Luke 1:5-25,57-80

Live It Out: Print the name Jesus in the center of a sheet of paper. Give your child markers to 
decorate the name. Tell your child that God prepared for Jesus to be born.

Zechariah and Elizabeth prayed that God would give them a baby. 
When Zechariah was in the temple, he suddenly saw an angel. 
The angel said, “God hears your prayers. Elizabeth will have a baby boy. You will name 

him John. He will tell people about God’s Son, Jesus.”
Because Zechariah questioned the angel, he could not speak until the baby was born.
Elizabeth had a baby boy. Elizabeth told her friends they would name the baby John. When 

the friends questioned the name, Zechariah wrote on a tablet, “His name is John.”
Suddenly Zechariah could talk! He thanked God for John. He knew that God planned for 

John to tell people about Jesus. When John grew up, he lived outdoors in the wilderness and 
learned what God wanted him to know about Jesus.

Scripture: Luke 1:5-25,57-80

Live It Out: Read about John the Baptist in all the gospels—Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3, and 
John 1. State that John was God’s plan to tell people that Jesus was the Messiah.

Zechariah and his wife were old and had no children. 
An angel appeared to Zechariah when he was in the temple praying. The angel told 

Zechariah he and his wife would have a baby boy and to name him John. John would prepare 
people for the coming of the Lord.

Zechariah asked how this could happen. The angel told him it was from God, and since he 
doubted, he would not speak until the baby was born.

When her son was born, Elizabeth said his name was John. When people questioned his 
name, Zechariah wrote: “His name is John.” Immediately, Zechariah praised God!

John grew up to be a man. He lived in the wilderness until the time was right for him to 
begin preaching to the people.

Scripture: Psalm 116:1-9,15-17
• What might keep us from turning to God when we face difficult times?
• How can an understanding of God’s character help us move through grief?
• What are some benefits of trusting and thanking God during times of grief?

Live It Out: When Adam sinned, he brought the curse of sin upon creation, and we’ve 
inherited from him a sinful nature. Further, we’ve all actively chosen sin and disobedience. 
Because of both of these, we’ve been cut off relationally from God and from His blessings. 
However, when we turn to God in repentance and faith, through Jesus there is comfort 
available, even in the middle of suffering. Though we deserve eternal punishment, Jesus has 
compassion and offers comfort to those who trust in Him.

With your student, read 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 and consider how God has comforted you in 
times of suffering. How can you use those feelings to return comfort to someone in need of 
love and kindness?


