
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “After God’s 
Own Heart: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments,” this sermon focuses on not 
taking matters into our own hands but letting the Lord work the situations out for our 
good. What should we be on the lookout for in our hearts as we engage individuals in 
this world? How are we instructed to respond amid this apparent contradiction? 

Introduction: It is easy to become discouraged when it seems that individuals who live 
contrary to God's will and Word are doing well. The message of this psalm reinforces 
that God is in charge and that His way is right. Saints should not be disheartened over 
the apparent prosperity of the wicked. It may appear that their lifestyle has caused them 
to reap positive benefits, but their story is not yet finished. Therefore, trust God and His 
plan even when it is tempting to take matters into our own hands and follow evil 
examples.    

1. AVOID BEING LAWLESS (vs. 1)  
 
The Lord called for His children to live a new way. Although others may be lying 
to gain, stealing to obtain, and coveting others' possessions, God advised the 
children of Israel not to be agitated with evildoers. In this context, agitated or fret 
means to be internally angry that manifests with concern and worry. The story of 
Hannah in 1 Samuel chapter 1 demonstrates fretting in real life. In this account, 
Elkanah had two wives, Peninnah and Hannah. The Bible says that Peninnah 
would taunt or aggravate Hannah severely to provoke her or cause her to fret 
because she was barren (v.6). The people were instructed not to let the 
Peninnah’s of this world, those vexing the less fortunate, get on their nerves.  
 
The writer also told them not to be jealous or envious of those who are living 
contrary to GOD'S standard. We must guard our hearts against wanting ill will to 
fall on people who live unrighteous lifestyles (Prov 23:17). Saints must learn from 
the mistake of Asaph and shield the eyes because he almost lost his footing 
when he saw the prosperity of the wicked (Ps 73:3). If Christians are not careful, 
we may start to act like those we resent (Prov 3:31, 24:1). So, avoid the attitudes 
and actions of the lawless.  
 

2. APPRECIATE THE LORD (vs. 3a, 4a, 5a) 
 
Believers must first resist the urge to fret or to become envious of unrighteous 
people. Instead, saints must put their trust in the Lord and continue to do what is 
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right. When people of God tell the truth instead of lying, give instead of stealing, 
and desire good instead of coveting others' things, saints trust God's way. We 
must be confident that God will do what is right. The Bible admonishes Christians 
to never become weary in well-doing (Gal 6:9). 
 
Second, we must delight in the Lord, meaning to be satisfied with Him or enjoy 
Him regardless of the circumstances. Paul admonished the Philippian church to 
rejoice in the Lord always (Phil 4:4). When others are doing well, and a believer 
may be on their bed of affliction, saints are commanded to delight in the Lord. 
Lastly, believers should commit their way to the Lord. The underlying meaning for 
the word "commit" in Hebrew means roll. Saints must roll their way of life toward 
the Lord. The direction a child of the King is going should be toward Christ and 
not away from Him. These actions show that we appreciate Him.  
  

 
3. ACCEPT THE LORD’S WAY (vs. 2, 3b, 5b, 6) 

 
Christians must accept the way the Lord handles this world. He gave His people 
a list of actions and attitudes to avoid. He assured them that His way would work, 
and we must leave Him to work out His plan. According to the text, wicked 
individuals will “wither quickly like grass and wilt like tender green plants" (v.2). 
God said that their lifestyle would not last. In another place, the Bible says that 
the wicked will fall by his or her wickedness (Prov 11:5). God also says, "bloody 
and deceitful men shall not live out half their days. We are not given a timetable 
like a week, a year, a decade, or twenty-five years. We are given the assurance 
that the LORD will bring to pass His purposes. He will take care of those who 
oppose His Word and His Ways. 
 
On the other hand, the Lord will also take care of His children. His people will 
dwell in the land of promise and be feed (v 3b). He will provide the desires of 
their hearts (v 4b). He will act or bring what He says to pass. Just like the fate of 
the wicked, God does not operate on our schedule. Yet, My father taught me as 
a young boy that the Lord may not come when you want Him to, but He is always 
on time. 
 

 
Conclusion: When we put our trust in Him, delight in Him, and commit our ways to His 
will, ways, and Word, we will stop looking at the wicked and look at the Word. We will 
stop focusing on sinners and start focusing on our Savior. Today, the Lord wants you to 
respond to Him. Will you respond to His wisdom, today?  
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